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SUBJECT: Unit History

TO y Commanding General, 6th Armored Division, APO 256,
U 8 Army

1. In compliance with letter Hq 6th Armd Div{ dated 17 August

1944, the following report on the activities of
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his combat command
for the period 22 July to 9 August 194k:

Upit Bistory

Combat Command "B" landed at UTAH BEEACH on the

CHERBOURG PENINSULA, FRANCE, at 0500B and marched

to vieinity FIERVILLE where it want into an assembly

area.

Combat Command "B" was alerted to move., Troops:

50th Armd Inf Bn, 69th Tk Bn, Co C 603d TD Bn and

Co C 25th Armd Engr Bn.

Combat Command "B" marched from vieinlty FIERVILLE,
FHANCE, south in the division zone through LA HAYE de
Pulite, LESSAY, MONSURVENT gnd closed in an assembly area in
the vleinity of BELLAIS, FRANCE,

Combat Command "B", as composed above, moved at Q6COB,
crossing the E!IHH* RIVER with mission of blocking the
easty southeast and south exlts to the elty of GHANVILLE,
FRANGE. Tr B, 86th Cav Ren SgMecz preceeded the column

by one hour. Enemy demolitlons at bridge over SEINIE
required use of ford over river, which caused some delay
in erossing, Light enemy action ecaused miner delays in
the advance of the column., At 1255B enemy small arms,
mortar and artillery from vieinity BREHAL was encountered.
It 18 estimated that the town and vieinity was occupled

by an infantry battalion which probably had one battery

of four self-propelled 08mm guns plus some smaller caliber
anti-tank guns., The town was taken without trouble at
13258, The snemy was defensively minded and was making
every effort to withdraw either to GRANVILLE or to the
south, A number of small cabat teams were fanned out,

but minor rear guard aetions prevented the accomplishment
of our original mission and the c¢ommand was ordered inte
an assembly area in thevieinity of BREVILLE were 1t closed
at about 2300B, Our casualties for the day were light.
Approximately 200 prisoners were taken. Our casualties
were approximately 2 killed and 10 wounded.

Cur original mission was modified and the combat command wa
ordered to march 1ln three columns to assembly areas northe
west of AVRANCHES, The combat command marched at 1058B and
it started to close in the designated assembly area, orders
wvere received to continue the movement to a new assembly
area just north and west of AVRANCHES, At 2200B the comman



31 Contd. closed in its assembly area in the vieinity of

August
1

at]

SOUILET. During the day therswas ne enemy action other
than occasional small arms fire and light casualties

were suffered, approximately % wounded. Approximately
70 prisoners were taken in the vieinity of SAINT AUBIN.

Combat Command "B", consisting of 50th Armd Inf Bn,

69th Tk Bn, 25th Armd Engr Bn minus A & C Cos, Co

C 603d TDBn end the 128th AFA Bn, was ordered teo

capture Dinan and instructed to move into an assembly

area for the night under the protection of theReserve
Command and to passthrough them on our mission at dawn

2 August. Co B 777th AAA Bn was attached and instructed

to Join our column as soon as possible. There was cone-
siderable congestion on the roads into AVRANCHES and south
thereof. At 1900B the head of our column passed through
AVRANCHES, proceeded south through PONTABAULT and closed

in an assembly area Just east of PONTORSCN at 2215B.

Column was straffed by five MEIQ9's at AVRANCHES and

two men were wounded.

Combat Command "B" passed through the RESERVE COMMAND at
0600B, the Div Arty Comd, ineluding the 231st, 83d and
174th FA Bn Joining our command at this time. No enemy
resistance to speak of wasencountered until 1030B just

east of DIFAN at LANVALIAY, Approaching LANVALLAY the
advance guard ran into strong enemy resistance. Outpost

of approximately 25 mendefeated with 12 enemy being killed.
One of our men was slightly wounded, Fire from artillery,
AT guns, mortars, bazookas, machine guns and other small
arms vas raceiva&. This was undoubtedly the enemy OFLR

for DINAN which was rng:rtnd strongly held. Enemy tanks
were also known te be thisvieinity as we had follo¥ed
thelr tracks on the highway for some dlstance. A patrol
had been sent out to locate these tanks, but were prevented
by enemy infantry. Our artillery econsisting of the Artillem
Command, less the 212th AFA Bn, plus the 834, AFA Ba and
the 174+ FA Bn Med was placed in position to support the
attacke As the 83d AFA Bn was going into pesition, orders
were recelved attaching it to Combat Command "A" and it
proceeded south on its new missicn. Medium tanks were
placed in direct fire positlions, battalion support weapons
brought forward and additional {nfantrr brought up to take
LANVALLAY, the intermediate objective. Strong patrols

were sent to elth flank to probe the enemy position, the
flanks of which were believed to rest on the RANCE RIVER
just east of DINAN. The main highway bridge into DINAN
was reported to be heavily mined, As the attack got under-
way, orders were recelved not to take DIN but to by-pass
it and proceed to an assembly area in the vieinity of
BECHEREL for the night and to move on BREST the following
morning. &ince our elsments had been committedand as it
might have proved costly to break off the attack at this
stage, 1t was declded to take our intermediate objective.
This was done at approximately 1500B. During this attack,
heavy artillery fire was placed on DINAN end at approximatel
1600B some friendly planes in the air, not working with the



2 Contd. division, offered to fly missions for us. They

mation

were requested to bomb and straff DINAN and then fly
tactical reconnaissance to the southwest to report

any enemy troops that might interfere with our pending
movement. Both these missions were quickly and
efficiently handled. During the reorganization, prior

to moving out on our new mission, oeccasional nr%illerr
fire was intermittently placed on DINAN in an effort to
mask our intentions. At approximately 1800B our command
started lts movement @mvered by a rear guard. JTIwo enemy
tanks moved in on our left (north) flank and opened fire.
They were attacked by friendly air and by an M-7 which
took one under direet fire and destroyed it while the
other tank withdrew whkthout inflicting any material damage.
The command, after marching east and tience southwest
closed in an assembly area in the viclnity of HEOHBRBL

at 2200B. Our losseswere 4 medium tanks and 1 assault

gun from the 69th Tk Bn. Ourcasualties were ¢ enlisted
men killed and 3 officers and 18 enlisted men wounded.

All enemy losses could not be ascertained. One 88mm AT
gun and one Mark IV tank were known te have been destroyed
andsome 30 prisoners were taken. We had l-L5 destroyed
one pilotkilled.

At 0930B the command mareched west on BREST. At BROONS
minor resistance was encountered when the advanee guard
ran into small enemy elements apparently endeavoring to
escape to the south. Co B of the 777th AAA Bn, which had
beenordered to jJoin us at BROONS, also ran inteo slight
resigstance southeast of BROONS which was quickly overcome
and they Joined our eolumn at that point. The march econ=-
tinued westward without further incident. Eight miles
east of LOUDEAC the column was halted by the division
commander and instructed to go into an assembly area and
awalt further instruetions as there was a possibility that
we would be required to move on BAINT MALO, The command
closed at approximately 2100B. Three wounded were reported.
The command was ordered to resume the march on BREST but
wag somewhat delayed by a blown bridge and mined fords at
LOUDEAC. Atl1800B the command marched west on CARHAIX

and halted at 05023B in march formation with thehead in
vicinity of LE MOUSTOIR, The command was re-gassed at this
time andit was decided to resume the march atdawn.

It was reliably reported that CARHAIS was strongly held
by the enemy so reconnaissance was started at dawn to locate
a sultable by-pass to the east, At 0830 the march was
resumed and CARHAIX by-passed to the east and north. At
1215B enemy resistance was encountered east of LE CLOITRE,
This resistance was reduced without difficulty. One 47 mm
gun and several machine guns were destroyed, 15 Germans
killed and 5 prisoners captured. Identificationsénd infor-
from PW's disclosed that we had met the leading elements
of the 851st Inf Regt, 343d Inf Div, which was marching
east to SAINT BRIEUX., Two of our men were wounded and

two { ton vehieles and a small captured Germantruck were
destroyed. At 14W40B the march was resumed. On reaching
LE CLOITRE the advance guard came under light artillery



5 Contd. fire and heavy fire from mortars and machine guns.
Resistance ecouldnot be cleaned out prior teo dark,
therefore the command was ordered in an assembly area
for the night in the vicinity of LE CLOITRE. This
action resulted in our losing 1 officer and 7 men
killed and 30 men wounded, medium tanks and one
half-track were destroyed. Enemy casualties were
approximately 20 killed and 100 taken prisoner.,

6 Under cover ofdarkness the enemy withdrew and the march
vas resumed with the idea of by-passing MORLAIX to the
south and PLEYBER-CHRIST to the east. At approximately
1015B a strongly defended enemy road block was encountered
in e defile six miles south of MORLAIX on Route No.l69.
Theee beetle tanks sent out by the enemy were destroyed
by tank fire. Several of our officers and men wvere
wounded by grenades and small arms fire from the high
ground on either side of the defile. A new advance guard
vas constituted and the route through PLEYEER CHRIST was
taken and the mardh resumed to the north, On reaching
Highway GC1l9 near PENHOAT the column turned west again
on LESNEVEN wvhere enemy resistance was again encountered
at approximately 2000B. An ultimatum was sent to the
Germans by a French volunteer demanding their surrender.
When no reply was received, the tewn wasattacked. After
artillery shelling and an attack by infantry and tanks,
the enemy was driven out and the town taken at 2200B.

Three AT guns and 75mm andless were destroyed. Enemy
casualties were probably removed before our entry into

the town. A large dump of enemy mines and demolitions was
degstroyed in vieinity of the rallroad station. Having been
ordered to reach the vieinity of BREST as quieckly as possibl
the march was resumed at 0700B. After the advance guard
had cleared LESNEVEN, enemy resistance was again encountered
and wvhen a medium tank was destroyed by AT gun fire, it was
declded to halt for the night and resume the march at dawn.
The command went into an assembly area Just east of LESNEVER
Our casualties were 2 killed and approximately 2 officers
and 8 enlisted men wounded,

7 At 0800B the command resumed the march and by-passed
PLAEENNEC to the west. Considerable small arms fire was
encountered south of LESNEVEN but otherwise the movement
was uneventful until the column reached the intersection
with GC26 west of BOURG-BLANC. Elements of theadvance
guard were allowed to pass thiseross-reoad and encountered
strong resistance Just east of MILIZAC in the form of
artillery, mortar and machine gun fire. Near the crossroads
a large Ai wvarning system and observation post was discovere
When this installation was attacked and destroyed, enemy
fire ceased and was not resumed again in that immediate ares
After consultation with the division commander, it was
declded to put the command inte an assembly area Just east
of MILIZAC and south of the east-west highway. Units were
assigned areas and they began moving into thelr respective
positions. Forward elements to the south were badly shelled
from vicinity of BREST and were in view of enemy OP's.

Vhen these forward elements were withdrawn several hundered
yards, the enemy artillery ceased firing andthe command
wag eventually closed at aprroximately 2000B. Our casualtie



7 Contd. were 1 officer and 1 enlisted man killed and 15
men wounded, but no vehicular casualties. GSome encmky
were killed in OP but most appeared to have escaped
through a deep trench leading westward from the OP.

8 This date the combat command was reconstituted and
consisted of the following units: 15th Tk Bn, 9th Armd
Inf Bn, Co D 69th Tk Bn, Co C 50th Armd Inf Bn, Cos A
and C 25th Armd Engr Bn, Btry B 777th AAA Bn and Co C
603d TD Bn. The 128th AFA Bn was in direet support and
the 231st AFA Bn was to reinforece the fires of the
assembly position in the vieinity of PENHOAT east of
GOUSENOU and was preparing to launch its attack in
eonjunction with the remainder of the division at
090600B on EREST. At 090300B orders were recelved
cancelling the attack and dlrecting the commandto with-
draw to the north and ocoupy an assembly area in the
vieinity of LANANNEYEN. Cond derable harrasing fires
were placed by the enemy during the night, but only
minor casualties resulted.

9 Combat Command "B" moved out at 0600B: As the advance
guard neared the OR's at 977110 in the vicinity of
LANANKEYEN, strong enemy opposition was encountered.

Co's B & C of the 15th Tk Bn and Co B of the 9th Armd

Inf Brn launched the attack at 0830B. Succeeding units
cleared the road and the 231st AFA Bn was placed in (=)

was charged with covering the rear of the ecommand jJust
north of GOUSENOU and the 128th AFA Bn was put in position
to support the 9th Armd Enf Bn. Co D 69th Tk Bn was Com=-
mitted with instructions to make a wide envelopment of the
enemy position. Co A and 1 platoon from Co C 25th Armd V
Engr Bn were committed at 1100 B and Co C 50th Armd Inf

En was also brought forward at this time. At 1530B, after
suffering severe casualties, the enemy ceased his resistance
and surrendered with his remaining force. The command then
proceeded to 1ts assembly area and closed at approximately
2000B, Our losses during thls engagement were 1 officer
and 11 enlisted men killed and 3 oificers and 35 enlisted
men wounded. Vehlecular casualties were two medium tanks,
Enemy casualties were approximastely 230 officers and men
killed, 70 wounded and 800 taken prisoner. Some 200
vehicles 20 AT guns or artillery pleces vere captured or
destroyed. Considerable other hooty was also captured

or destroyed, This force was ldentified as elements of
896~-897-898 Regiments of the 266th Inf. Div.

e i e
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Summary of losses during period from 29 July to 9 August 194k4:

Personnel casualties:

XIlled: 4 officers and 33 enlisted men
Missing: 1 officer and 13 enlisted men
Wounded: offlcers and 122 enlisted men

Total casualtiess 1b officers and 168 enlisted men
Vehicular losses:

105 Howltzers
M-7's
Medium Tanks
Light Tanks
1 Tons
Half Tracks
1-Ton Trailers
M=]10 Trailers
3/% Ton Wpns Carrier
3/4% Ton Ambulance
Ton Cargo
57 mm AT Gun
Total
1 L5 Plane
Total

%rgkwwHMMFFMMMH

Approximate enemy losses: | by &
Personneli

Killed 325

Wounded
Prisoners
Total 2

Vehicular:s

AT Guns a3
Tanks 1
Mige vehicdles 230

The command covered 316 miles during this period of the operations,

2, Summarys During this entire period the enemy encountered was
defensively minded and was never dlsposed in much depth or width but was
invariably located alongroutes of advance. Unquestionably we by-passed
much greater strength than we ever encountered, asgeuiallr at DIFNAN and
CAFHAIX., What enemy was enciuntered usually fought stubbernly and well
wizk with his available personnel and equipment and our rapld progress was
only made possible by our superiority in strength. In most cases, the
enemy was retreating into ccastal towns and his activities partoock of
ninor delaylng actions which he broke off at the first opportunity. On
numerous occaslons the enemy was encountered une:xpeetedly andlit was
apparent that he was umaware of our vhereabouts most of the time., In
addition, many enemy elements escaped that could have been blecked and



defeated had our mission permitted ustime to do so, or had proper
enveloping tactiecs been used. As it was, he held us up and delayed

our advance far longer than should have been permitted under the
circumstances considering the small forces at his disposal. Repeatedly
a handful of men with a few weapons held up the entire command for
unreasonable periods. Aas the movement progressed, however, our units
reacted more guickly and knocked out small resistance faster., It was

a type of operation we hadnot trained for sufficiently and although

it presented nothing new, it was sometime before the proper technique
was employed to defeat tacties of this sort. The experience gained should
stand us in good stead in future operations of this nature.

3. MajJor faults whieh should be corrected at once were asfollowsi

a. Lack of agressive leadership on the part of subordinate
commanders and junior officers and NCO's,

be Inablility of some of the more senlor commanders to employ
their forces through the proper chain of command., There wastoo much
tendeney to do everything themselves.

¢e Fallure of reconnaissance slements to act agressively and get
information back promptly. In many cases they unnecessarily held up the
advance guard.

d. Fallure to employ supporting weapons, particularly artillery,
to the medium.

¢, Fallure to keep information flowing to the rear of sending
none at all, which required many officers to go forward te get it personally

f, Fallure of the advance guard to react automatically and have
an S0P method of establishing a base of fire andstarting an envelopment
instantly. The tendency was Hor leading elements to keep butting their
heads into the enemy.

g+ Fallure from the combat command commander down, to start a
sufficiently wide envelopment with rearward elements of the column the
minute the advance guard was held up.

he Too much tendeney on the part of everyone to assume that the
advance guard action would be over in a moment and therefor to do nothing
about it, This resulted in considerable delay.

i. Everyone was entirely too road bound when the advance guard
became engagede. Infantry must get well out to flanks, vehicles must clear
roads, flank protection must be established, reconnalssance for alternate
routes must start,; commanders must be prepared to send out a new advance
guard, vehicles must disperse and more thought must be given to contimnming
the advance in one way or another. As it was, everyone stayed on the road,
vehicles Jammed up or doubled other vehieles and completely blocked the
road. Noitking could get forward or back and although this condition was
apparent to every last man and officer, no one did anything about it, except
the senior commanders. Sucdh lethargy cannot be tolerated. Infantrymen
habitually hid inthe ditches along the road instead of getting out two
or three hedgerows to hunt down the enemy. They were the hunted, not the
hunters and in several instances they permitted the enemy to get on the
other side of the same hedgerow. Well placed mortar or artillery fire could
have annihilated entire tsy yet nc one made a move to correct these
deficiencles. Every infantry unit must have a bold leader in front and
a bold driver behind.

jo Tanks failled to follow the basiec tactical teachings that have
been taught for so long. In many instances over=-watching, dismounted
reconnalssance, bunching and failure to use smoke resultea in unnecessary
log=es. In some cases they buttoned up the tank and Just sat.



ke In several instances, infantry-tank eooperation was poor
and 1n some cases falled completely. Battlefield reorganization by
both infantry and tanks was poori Men and tanks straggled to the rear
when the spirit moved them and often several men escorted one lone
prisoner. 7The irresistible will to go forward and close with the enemy
vas generally lacking in subordinate units. Battalion commanders generally
functioned well forward but were slow in some cases to grasp the situation
and at timeswere prone to be overcautious. In may instances battalion
staff and lialson officers were not used to good advantage. Casualties
and losses at times were grossly eiazgerated thereby making the situation
appear much more serious. Commanders must be made to realize that a war
cannet be fought without casualtles and that bold agressive aetion, if
intelligently applied, will invariably reduce casualties far below those
that will result fromindecisive vaeillating aetion.

l. Battalion commanders are not forceful enocugh in eliminating
the weak leaders and putting the natural ones in to replace them.

I feel much valuable experience was gained and that future meeting
engagements will be more efficiently handled providing the mistakes are
properly and forcefully brought to the attention of all officers and men
and if the weak leaderg are ruthlessly replaced on the spot.

GEORWE W READ JR
Colonel Cavalry
Commanding



SECREL

HEADQUARTERS COMBAT BOMMAND "B"
APO 256, U 8 ARMY

29 September 19W4
SUBJECT: Action Against Enemy Report

Te t Commanding General, 6th Armored Division, APO 256, U 8 Army

1. The following is a report of aection ageinst the enemy for the
peried 10 August - 31 August 1944, as required by AR 345-105, C3. Report
for period 1 - 9 August was inelwsed in reportéubtmitted 22 August 19ll£?

AUGUST 194%%

10 The Combat Command consisted of the following units:
15th Tk Bn (~), 9th Armd Inf Bn («), Co D €9th Tk Bn, Co C
50th Armd Inf Bn, Cos A & C 25th Armd Engr Bm, Btry B 777th
mm&mc&ogmhﬂththu 128th Armd FA Bn in direct
support and the 231st Armd FA Bn reinforeing. Combat Command
"B" remained in assembly area north of LANANNEYEN.

11 Co D 15th Tk Bn and Co C 9th Armd Inf Bn were released from
eseort duty with Division Trains and rejoined their respective
battalions in our area.

12 Orders were received at Z045B for Combat command "B" to march
to VANKES with the mission of relieving elementa of the 4th
Armd Div in that vieinity. Combat Command "B"was composed of
the 9th Armd Inf Bn, 15th Tk Bn, 128th Armd FA En, Co A 25th
Armd Engr Bn, Co C 603d TD Bn é&th Cav Ren 8q Meez (-Tras A &

E) and Btry B 777th AAA Bn with Co A 128th Ord Maint Bn & Co

B 76th Armd Med BEn in support. Tr B 86th Cav Ren Mecz was given
the mission of preceeding the column, reconnoitering the route

of advance and contacting elements of the 4th Armd Div in our zone

13 Tr B 86th Cav Ren 8q Meca moved out at 0635B following a route
through PLOUVIEN, LESNEVEN, MORLAIX,CARHAIX, ROSTERNEN, PONTIVY,
LOCMINE AND ?Allﬁﬂ. The advance guard of Combat Command "B"
marched at 0800B, At 1325B, Tr B 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz reached
the R] north of LOCMINE, contacted the 4th Armd Div and received
work from the Wth Armd Div Comdr for the Combat Command not te
move south of the east-west highway through LOCMINE prior te
140600B. The Combat Command commander went forward to Hegdquarter
4th Armd Div and arrangements were made at that time to relieve
elements of the 4th Armd Div in the area north and east of mim=
VANNES beginning at 14%0700B. Combat Commah@ "B" closed in an
assembly area approximately two miles north of LOCMINE at 2300B.
The move was made withoutAnecident. There was no enemy contact
and no casualties either vehicular or personnel. This day the
Combat Command marched 111 miles.

1% At 0700B, Tr B 86th Cav Ren 8q Mecz with one platoon Co. B 1l5th
Tk Bn moved out to relieve elements of the 25th Cav HRen Sq
Mecz near MUZILAC, Co A 9th Armd Inf Bn with one platcoon Co.

B 15th Tk Bn moved to relieve elements of Div Reserve Wtth Armd
Division near AURAY and one platoon Co B 15thTkBn relieved
elementsof Div Reserve 4th ArmdDiv at MEUCON. The balance of
Combat Command B moved at 1245B to go into assembly area just
east of VANFES., While enroute south from LOCHINE, the missicn
of Combat Command B was changed by the Div. Commander and it was
ordered to proceed to the vieinity of ARZANO, take over from the
6th Armd Div Reserve Command and relieve elements of Combat
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16
17

18

Command B 4th Armd Div. between the SCORFF AND LEITA RIVERS

and to econtaln the enemy in LORIENT within that zone. At

thiszs time the 15th Tk Bn with Co A 9th Armd Inf Bn attached,

and the 86th Cav Ren 8q Mecz (-Tr B), were given separate
missions by the Division Commander., The Commanding Officer of
Combat Command B and the Commanding Officer of Div. Reserve,
were given authority to reconstitute the combat command and the
reserve command as they deemed necessary. The combat command
turned right through GRANDCHAMP and proceeded to an assembly
area just three miles south of ARZANO, elesing at 2300B. The
CO's of the h4th Armd Inf Bn, Co C 25¢h Armd Engr Bn and the

Ren Co 603d TD En contacted elements of the 4th Armd Div on

the OPL and arrangements were made to rellieve them at 15060C0B.
The Div, Artillery was in general support. As reconstituted,
the eombat command was eomposed of the 68th Tk Bn, W4th Armd
Inf Bn, 9th Armd Inf Bn (-Co A), Cos A & C25th Armd Engr Bn,

Ren Co'603d TD Bn and Btry B 777th AAA Bn.

Combat Command B 4th Armd Div, was relieved at 0600B with 4hth
Armd Inf Bn on the left, Co C 25th Armd Engr Bn in the center
and Ren Co 6034 TD Bn on the right, with the 68th Tk Bn, Co A
25th Armd Engr Bn and 9thArmd Inf Bn (-) in reserve., The entire
day was spent in organizing and consolldating the positions.
Since our mission was to contain the enemy in Lorient within our
sector, it was decided to send out strong dismounted reconnaissan
patrols to probe and definitely locate the enemy's positions, eaec
patrol to have an artillery FO with it.

See below.

The units were shifted on the front line to provide a more equal
distribution, The YW4thArmd Inf Bn with Ce A 25th Arm& Engr Bn
attached, was assigned an area on the OPL from SCORFF RIVER at
6710280 to 3660320, The 9th Armd Inf Bn (=) with Co C 25th
Armd Engr Bn and Ren Co 6034 TD Bn attached, to cover from
G=660320 to the LEITA RIVER at G610300. The Rem Co 603d TD Bn
was given the additional mission of assisting the 68th Tk Bn
with mounted patrols west of the LEITA RIVER, extending from
QUIMPERLE south to the ocean. The 23lst Armd FA Bn was in direct
sapport of the 9th Armd Inf Bn and the 212 Armd FA Bn 1ln direct
support of the 44th Armd Inf En.

See below

AUGUST 1944

19

20
21

22
%
23

26
18 = 26

See below - Co A 68th Tk Bn attached to 50th Armd Inf Bn in
the BREST sector.

Seebelovw.

See below -~ Coa B & C 68th Tk Bn moved out of fromt line area

to the north of ARZANO to permit better maintemance and training.
See below

See Below

See Dbelow

See below

See Below

During this period the activitiesof Combat Comman B consisted
of outposting the positions and in sending numbrous daily patrol:
forwvard from the OPL with the mission of locating the en

and defeating and destroying personnel or instalk tions.
The assault gun plateoon of the 68th Tk Bn moved inte positions
along the west bank of the LEITA RIVER and destroyed several
gun and battery emplacements. At first there was no definite
enemy OPL in existance, but theygradually duild one up until
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it wasfairly well established. Enemy artillery and mortar
fire was very sporadiec and all gunsseemed to beroving guns.
After the enemy pulled out a battalion of Russian Troopsin
thecenter and replaced them withGermanTroops, thelr resistance
increased considerably. Our casualties for %h- period 18-26
August were: 6 enlisted men killed, 10 wounded and 2 missing.
Approximately 125 prisoners were taﬁan and enemy casualties
wereestimated to be approximately 100 killed and 150 wounded.

CombatCommand "B" was alerted to move the following dayto

the vieinity of ORLEANS and to make the move in three days.
Onarrival it was to push maintenance and replacement of tank
engines and tracks and to prepare for further action asscon as
possible. Troops:t 4th Armd Inf Bnj 69th Tk Bn, 212thArmd
FA Bn, Btry B 777th AAABn, Co C 603d TD Bn, Ren Co 603d TD BEn,
Tr B 86th Cav Ren Mecz, Co C 25th ArmdEngr Bn, one platoon
990th Treadway Bridge Co attached, with Co B 76th Med Bn and
Co Al128th OrdMaint Bn in support.

Combat Command "B" moved out by units with Tr B 86th Cav Ren
8q Mecz moving atl000B with themission of reconnoitering the
route to REDON. The 69th Tk Brmoved at 1045 B with the balance
of the command moving at 1200B goingby way of ARZANO, PLONAX,
BUBRY ,BAUD,GRARDCHAMP,VANNES andREDON. The move was without

ineident and the combat command closedin bivouac 4miles east
of REDON at2045B.

The original plan was to move from REDON in two columns, but
information was recelved that the only bridge across the

SARTHE RIVER, within our zone, was at ANGERS so the combat com-
mand continued the mareh at 0500 B moving in onecolumn in advance
guard formation, through GUEIMENE, HOZAY, CANDE, ANGERS and BAUGE
Tr B86th Cav Ren 8Q Mecz pronuudu& the columnby 1% hours. At
1145B Ren Co 603d TD Bn wassent south through NOZAY, MOR AND
ANCENIS along the LOIRE RIVER to ANGERS andrejoined the column
there. No enemy was encounteredmwk enroute. Thecombat command
closed in assembly area at 2100B Just north of PONTIGNE. Bridge
androad reconnalssance by engineers was sent out to the south

at 2001B. Elements of the 83rd Inf Div were contanted regarding
friendly troops and possible enemy troops on the north bank of
the LOIRE RIVER., Llaison officers were sent out to check on
enemy information at BLOIS and TOURS. A platoon of Ren 6034 TD Bi
and a platoon of Ren 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz were sent out to the

south to secure information of enemy reported to be in the vieini
of SAMUR.

AUGUST 194%

30

Tr B 86th Cav Ren 8q Mecz was given the mission of reconnoitering
to the south from our leecation in the vieinity of LONGUE, LARONTE
AND VERNANTES and to determine the strength and composition of
enemy forces north of the river at SAMUR. Ren 603d TD Bn was giv
the mission of checking routes and any enemy installations north
of the river at SAMUR. Recn 603d TD Bn was given the mssion of
checking routes and any enemy installations north of and east
along the LOIRE RIVER to TOURS, with the specifie mission of
checking the enemy situation at CING MARS LA BILE, The Co's of
the infantry battalion, artillery battalion, tank battalion and
part of the combat command staff moved to the vicinity of LESRCCH



to check all possible OP's and positions for artillery and

other supporting weapons. OUne platoon of Co A W4th Armd

Inf BN was sent to outpost and cover the OP. Remainder of

combat command was ordered %o remain in posibion and to

stress maintenace of weapos and vehicles. The elements

of the With Armd Inf BEn sent out to cover the reconnaissance

of the battalion commanders and staffs contacted FFI at

LA RONTE and wers informed that the enemy had evacuated the

north bank of the river near SAMUR and was believed to have
evacuated SAMUR 1tself the night of the 29th. This was

verified by the infantry platoon and a platoon of TR B 86th

Can Ren 8q Mecz at 1500B when they actually entered LA CROIX
VENIE dismounted, as all entrances were found to be mined.

As Free Frence slements crossed the river into SAMUR, all units
of Combat Command "B" were directed to return to their assenbly
area. Orders were issued at 1900B for the combat command to

move at 073 OB, gl August in two columns on ORLEANS, the south
column to have the bulk of the combat elements of the command

and each column to have a normal advance guard, Owlng to reliable
reports that the enemy was covering the river road fed-thg.of.tbthe
with roving AT guns, mortar, ete, it was decided not to use this
road for one of the columns, but to cover it with reconnalssance
elements only. No reconnaissance was sent south of the river
since all bridges were reported blown to ORLEANS and no sultable
erossings were known to be available. Ren Co 6034 TD BEn to move
at 310700 B from thelr bivouac near TOURS, reconnoiter in the
zone from the LDIRE RIVER road inelusive %n south column route
exclusive, through TOURS to ORLEANS. Tr B 86th CAV Ren 8q Mecz to
move at 0700B east to SAMUR, reconneiter within their zone to
TOURS and check all bridges. On reaching TOURS it was to follow

Ren Co 603d TD Bn to ORLEAN 3. The two columns were composed as
follows:

North Columnt
4ith Armd Inf Bn (~)
1 Co 69th Tk Bn
1 Btry 212th Armd EA Bn
1 Plat Co C 6034 TD Bn
Btry B 777th AAA Bn (=)
Co B 76th Med Bn
Co A 128th Ord Maint Bn (~)
Co C 25th Armd Bngr Bn (- 1 Plat)
Att ™ 'ﬁ'ﬁl Tmﬂkl
Ammunition trains of 69th Tk En & 212th Armd FA Bn

South Columnt

69th Tk Bn (= 1 Co)
212th Armd Fa Bn (~l1 Btry)
2 Cos WWth Armd Inf Bn
1 Plant Btry B 777th AAA Bn
Co C 603d TD Bn (-)
Det A 128th Ord Maint Bn
Hq & Hq Co CCB
1 1 Plat Co C 25th Armd Engr Bn.

Routes were as follows: North Route: From vininii;nor Pontigne
through LELUDE VASS, LACHARTDE, MONTOIRE, VENDOME CHARSONVILLI



August 3pth Contd.

South Routes NOYANT, CHATEAU LAVALLAIRE, BEAUMONT, CHATEAU,
REWAULT, HERBAULT BLOIS, BEAUGENCY AND MEUNG. Alternate

Route “A"; From CHATEAU HENAULT morth to VENDOME, OUCQUES
MARCHENOT Bmmﬂcr and MEUNG, Alternate Route "B": HERBAULY
northeast an Route IC 26th to CHAMPIGNY to IC 39, then east

to HY N824 then north on Hy GCIO to Marchenoir, them south

on Hy K817 to Beaugeney, east to Meung to Hy u63 6 prisoners
and 1 civilian taken by the FFI were turned over to the combat
command. Y4 were from the Sth Parachute Division, 1 from the
512th Signal Battalion and 1 from the 590th Army Hur:lpark.

AUGUST 1944

31 At 0730B Combat Command "B" marehed east in two columns as
planned, from vieinity of PONTIGNE with the mission of clearing
north bnnk of LOIRE RIVER and to go into as assembly area Just
west of ORLEANS. PBecause of the probability of enemy fire from
the south bank of the river, the south column turned north at
CHATEAU REFAULT and proceeded on Alternate Route "A". Just east
of BEAUGENCY, as the column arrived on the river road, some
small arms nnd AT fire was received from the south ai&- of the
river, Two half-tracks were knocked out, but no casualties re-
sulted. The enemy could not be located ;nﬂ evidently led out
when tank fire was ph ced on his suspected position, e two
vehicles were towed into bivouac and repaired. Combat Command
"B" closed in bivouae 1.9 miles south of BUCY at 2145B. Units
were instructed to push maintenance to the utmost offi the followling
day, but orders were received from the Division Commander to

prncaaﬂ through ORLEANS to a new assembly area in the vieinity
of LORRIS.

Personnel casualties for the perlod were:

7 killed
2 Missing
22 Wounded

Yehucular casualties: None.

Approximate enemy casualtiex:

117 Prisoners
100 Kijled
200 Wouhded

Congiderable small arms and ammunition taken or destroyed. Vehucular
losses = unobserved.

QGEORGE W READ, JR.
Colonel Cavalry
Commanding



HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND "B
APO 256, U 8 ARMY

1 October 1944
SUBJECT: Action Against the Enemy for the Periocd 1 ~30 September 1944
TO t Commanding Gmmeral, 6th Armord Division, APO 256, U 8§ Army

1. The following report 1s submitted of the action of Combat

Command "B" against the enemy for the period 1-30 September, XRF§ 1944+, as
required by AR 345-105, C3.

SEPIEMBER 194k
1 Composition of Combat Command "B" was:

khth Armd Inf Bn

69th Tk Bn

212th Armd FA Bn

Co C 603da TD Bn

Ren Co 6034 TD Bn

Co C 25th Armd Engr Bn
Btry B 777th AAA Bn

Co A 128th @ird Maint BEn
Co B 76th Armd Med Bn
Det 38034 QM Truck Co

The combat command was in as assembly area just west of ORLEANS.
On 31 August orders had been recelved to move to an assembly area
in the vieinity of LORRI8S8. Clearance was obtained from Third
Army Transportation Control Officer for passage through ORLEANS.
Ren Co 603d TD Bn and Tr B 86th Cav RCm Sq Mecz marched at

1130B with mission of reconnoltering the route and outposting

the assembly area. 7The combat command marched by units with

five minute intervals between companies, ln order not to congest
the main supply route. The move was started at 1200B and the
route taken was as follows. BUCY, ORLEANS, CHATEAUNEUF. The

march wvas without incident and the ecommand closed three miles
north of LES BORDES at 1800E.

2 Combat Command remalned in assembly area. All units were in-
structed to push maintenance. Members of Combat Command "B"
staff visited elements of 35th Infantry Division to advise
them of our presence in area and exact loecation. Orders were
received to relieve elements of 35th Infantry Division from
ORLEANS, MONTARGIS, inclusive and protect the south flank of
the Third Army in &hat sector.

The 44th Armd Inf Bn with Tr B 86th Cav Ren 8q Meca attached,
was ordered to outpost area ORLEANS, GIEN, inelusive and to
maintain contact wlith elements of Eid Infantry Division west
of ORLEANS AFD FFI and other friendly troops in area. Ren

Co 6024 TD BEn was ordered to vieinity RJ NI4O and N7 and ine
structed to place one plabtoon in viecinity of TCUCY and one
platoon in vicinity of ST FARGEAU, Thelr patrols were ordered



3 eontd. to cover area GIEN, BRIARE, BONNY, ST FARGEAU, TOUCY,
AUXERRE, JOIGNY, CHATEAUNARD, MONTARGIS, C and
mailntain contaet with elements of 35th Infantry Division
to the east, as well as with FFI, paratroopers and other
friendly forces within zone. Ren platoon 69th Tk Bn was
ordered to send patrols to LORRIS, MONTARGIS, SENS and
make contact daily in the vicinity of SENS with elements
of 35th Infantry Division and also to contact FFI and other
friendly troops entoute. Other combat elements were to
reconnolter area for positions, routes, ete, and be pre-
pared to support patrols and outposts on call. Above orders
went into effeet this date.

Fo change.
No change.
No change
No change
No change.

W o~y ovan £

Commanding Officer, Combat Command "B" was ordered to report
to the Commanding 6entrnl, Ninth U3 Army at CHATEAUDUN and
received instructions regarding possible use of this command
to assist 834 Infantry Division in the surrender of 20,000
Germans south of the LOIRE RIVER. Plants were later made with
the 83d Infantry Divislon for this contingency, but it was
never necessaryto put them into effect.

i0 No change.

11 Tr B 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz ordered to the vicinity of CLAMECY to
push reconnaissance to NEVERS, AVALLON, SAULIEU AND AUIUN and to
contact elements of the Seventh Army in that area. The Second
Dragoons, Second French Armored Division of the Seventh Army was
contacted in AUTUN at 1600B.
Ir B 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz contlnued reconnaissance mission to
the south and east while the L44th Armd Inf Bn was relieved by
elements of the 83d Infantry Division between ORLEAN S8 and GIEN,
At 2130B ordérs were received for the Commanding Officer to
report at once to Third Army Headquarters for instruetions.

=
o

13 Tr B 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz was ordered back to Combat Command
"B" assembly area., Orders from Third Army recelved at 0803B
to move the combat command to an assembly area east of TROYES.
Since all units of the combat command were not assembled, the
move was delayed until 1630B when units moved out through
MONTARGIS, COURTENAY, SENS and went into bivouac just west of
VILLENEUVE, closing at 2200B.

14 The marech was resumed at 0830B, m sd< ng through VILIE NEUVE,
ESTISSAC, TROYES to as assembly area just south of DOSCHES
on Hy lﬂé. The command closed at 1831B.

15 Given mission by Third Army to patrol the area, SENS CHAUMONT,
inclusive. Ir B 86th Cav Ren Sq Meez was ordered to send
one platoon to Chateauvillau to patrol from CHAUMONT TO CHATILION,
inelusive. Hen Co 603d Td Bn was ordered to send one pltoon to
TANLAY, east of TONNERRE to patrol from CHATILLON to SEN3, in-

clusive. Balance of combat command was ordered to push mainten-
ance.



16

17

18

20

21

Combat Command was alerted to move east to viecinity of NEUFACHATEAU
early on the 17th.

Combat Command (less two reconnalssance platoons on patrol) moved

at O700B via LUSIGNY, VENDEUVRE, LEBAN ZENCOURT, BOLOGHE, ANDELAT,
NEUFCHATEAD to assembly area 14 miles 3K of MARTIGNY and closed at

2 .

Orders were recelved at 0300B from Third Army to report to Commanding
General, XII Corpos, west of TOUL, for orders. Ex O went to Corpos
Headquarters and recelved orders assigning Combat Command "B" to

Task Forde Sebree. Combat Command alerted for movement at 0730B and
moved out at 0950A with Tr B 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz preceeding by one
hour, to reconnolter routes and ssembly area. The commanding officer
and executive went to advance CP XII Corpos Headguarters at NANCI,
talked to the Corpos Commander and CO Task Force Sebree and arranged
for movement of Combat Command "B" through NANCY to as assembly area
east of NANCY near SAULXURES. Mission of Combat Command "B"™ was to
attack and capture AMANCE HILL in eonjunction with the 13th Infantry
at 190600 A. Mission was changed by Corpos order at 181800A., It
released Combat Command from lTask Force Sebree and ordered 1t to
relieve elements of 4th Armoured Division in vieinity of LUNEVILIE.
CO reported to Commanding General 4th Armored Division near AUTHELUPT
and arran gemaents were made to effect rellief starting at 190930A.

The relief began at 0930A with the Mi4th Armd Inf Bn placing three
companies on line, two in LUNEVILLE and one to the north of the town.
The 691st Td@ Bn (- 1Co) was 1n support of Combat Command "B", Co C
603d TD Bn, two platoons Co C 25th Armd Engr Bn, one comspny plus

one platoon of medium tanks and one company 691st TD BEn were attsheced
to the YW4th Armd Inf Bn, with the 212th Armd FA Bn in direct support.
ACn Co 603d TD Bn with one platoon 691st TD Bn attached was sent to
MAIXIE to proteet the bridge and reeconnoiter to the north and east
and maintain liaison with the gecond Cavalry Group. Tr B 86th Cav
Ren 8q Mecz was given the mission of reconnoitering the VITRAEMORT
WOODS5 and contaeting the Sixth Cavalry south of the LA XEXKEXE VEZOUS
RIVER. Co C 25th Armd Engr Bn (-) protected bridges at Hosieres,
DAMELEVIERES AND DOMBASLE. Considerable artillery and mortar fire
with occasional small arms fire was received throughout the day and
night., During these two days one medium tank was destroyed by enemy
AT Fire. 8ix Mark IV Tanks were destroyed by our artillery and TD
fire. One officer was killed and 27 enlisted men wounded and one was
mlissing in action. Enemy personnel casualtles could not be estimated.
Orders were received that Combat Command "B" would be relieved by
elements of the Cavalry Group and the 695thTD Group and that Combat
Command "B" would move to an assembly area in the vicinity FORGET DE
GREMECEY. Tr B 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz (=) with Co D and AG platoon
69th Tk Bn attached, moved at 1640A to reconnclter routes to and
assembly areas. One platoon Tr B 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz and one platoon

Ren Co 6034 TD Bn, which had been left west of CHABMONT were released
by Third Army and rejoined thdr units.

Combat Command marched at 0822A vis DOMBASLE, VARANGEVILLE, HARACOURT,
GELLENCOURT, REMERVILLE, ERBEVILILER, SORNEVILLE, MONCEL, PETTENCOURT
and GREMECEY to assembly area in FORGEM DE GREMECEY and closed at
1600A CP located at U02825%., At 1030A message was received from

X1IL Corpos assigning the combat command to 35th Infanéry Division.
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22

The Combat Command CO reported to the Commanding General,

XII Corpos, at ESSEY-LES-NANCY for instructions and then
reported to the Commandding General, 3§th Infantry Division in
vieinity of REMERVILLE for orders. Mission of Combat Command
YB" was to move at daylight on the 224 to initlial attack
positions southwest of LANFROICOURT and attack and capture
AMANCE HILL in econjunetion with an attack from the south and
southeast by the 35th Infantry Division and an attack from

the west by the 80th Infantry Division. H hour was tentatively
set foo 221100A.

The Combat command moved in two columns at O0700A. One column
(south) to move through ALINCOURT, ABONCOURT, SUR SEILLE, MANHOUE,
LANFROICOURT. The other ecolumn (north) to move through Han

and ARMAUCOURT. At 0723A contact was made with the snemy at
ARMAUCOURT by the north column where stiff AT, tank and infantry
resistance was finally overcome and the ecolumn proceeded to its
attack position, arriving at 1245As The south column also met
stiff enemy resistance south at MANHOUE where the enemy finally
withdrew, blowing the bridge. This made it necessary to detour
the south ecolumn to the north route behind the reserve elements

as no other sultable crossings could be found. As the combat
eommand reserve entered ARMAUCOURT, strong enemy resistance was
again encountered. Co D 6%th Tk Bn, one platoon Co C 603d TD

Bn and one platoon Co C 25th Armd Engr Bn overcame this, capturing
over 500 prisoners, killing or wounding 250, and eapturing or
destroying approximately 200 vehlcles, as well as considerable
other equipment, arma, ammunition, etc. The combat command,

less two batteries of the 212th Armd FA Bn which were left on the
north side of the rlver, closed.at 1950A. Our casualties for
this action were: O killed, 40 wounded and 5.medium tanks, 3
half-tracks, 2 trailers, l-1iton truck and F§ 3- 1 ton trucks
destroyed. During the night considerable enemy movement to the north
was underway. Our attempt to block the main road with Tr B 86th
Cav Ren 8q Mecz was unsuccessful and they were drivem in by enemy
infantry end tanks. A request for air was denled, but Corps
artlllery did Interdict the road. Our action against one small
group tryinﬁtto escape resulted in our getting back one officer

from the 134th Infantry Regiment, who had been captured the
night before.

At 0715A word was recelved that our attack on AMANCE HILL was
cancelled since the pressure caused by our movement down from

the north enabled the 35th Infantry Division to attaeck the hill
at dusk on the 22d and capture it without difficulty. We were
then ordered to move a foree in to LEYR, capture the town and
block off any movement to the north and east by the enemy. The
bith Armd Inf Bn ( - Rifle Cos) with Ren Co 6034 TD Bmn, one
medium tank c¢o, one light tank platoon and one TD pla toon moved
out and attacked the town at 1-45A. At 1415A the town was
captured and outposted. Clvilians reported that approximmtely
200 enemy with some American prisoners withdrew to the west.
Another foree consisting of Tr B 86th Cav Ren 8q Mecz, ore medium
tank company, one light tank platoon and one platoon Co C 603d
TD Bn was nr&eraﬂ to move to the vicinity of ARRAYE-ET-HAN end
bloek the highway west of there. This force was driven bank out
of the town by intesive artille ry and mortar fire and established
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a defensive line on the high ground between ARMAUCOURT and
ARRAYE-ET-HAN, At 18454 an enemy counter-attack on LEYR
was repulsed without loss. Enemy artillery and mortar fire
was placed on all our positions throughout the night.

24 At 1600A the task foree in LEYR Was relieved by elements of
the 39th Infantry Division and returned to assembly area
southwest of LANFROICOURT. A strong enemy counter-attack was
launched by the enemy on the position north of ARMAUCOURT. One
company of infantry was brought up to help repulse this attack,

which was beaten off at 2000A. Enemy artillery continued active
throughout the day and night,

25 At O645A another counter-attack by three tanks and approximately
200 infantry on the position north of ARMAUCOURT was repulsed.
Two assault gunsg and one medium tank were knocked out by enemy
[ire, but were towed haeck out of the line and can be repalred.
One armored car and three i4-ton trucks were knowked out by
artillery fire. The Commanding Ofiicer, 69th Tank Battalion was
sent up with his headquarters section to this positiom to take
command because of lack of sufficlent communication facllitles
in Tr B B6th Cav Ren Sq Mecz, At 1500A orders were recelived
from XII Corps, through the 6th Armored Division Commander, for
the Commanding Offlcer, Combat Command "B" to meet representatives
of the BOth Infantry Division in LEYR and that Combat Command "B"
would make an attack on MOIVRON in econjunetion with the 317th
Infantry Regiment, 80fh Infantry Division, at 260800A. The With
Armd Inf Bn with one medium tank company, Hen Co 603d TD Bn,
one platoon Co C 603d TD Br and one lighé tank platoon attached,
moved to the vicinity of LEYR to hold the northe-south road and
tie in with the B80th Infantry Division on the left and the right,
which had Just relieved the 69th Tk Pn (-) north of ARMAUCOURT.
This was accomplished at 1845A. The 212th Armd FA Bn was to
suppoert the attack. CP was to remain at LANFROICOURT,

f
[a 0

From O745A until 0B00A the 212th Armd FA Bn placed a concentration
on MOIVRON while the medium tank company and TD platoon pla ced
direct fire on the town. At O8S00A the attack Jumped off with

the 2d BEn 317th Infantry Hegiment coming through LEYR and attack-
ing MOIVRON from the southwast. The medium tank company, 69th Tk
Bn was to move up under cover of the infantry and be prepared te
counter=-attaek or support the attack with more direect fire. The
Yth Armd Inf Bn was Lo move up after the attack jumped off and
extend the l1ine from MOIVROW to RJ at 942264. Strong enamy in-
fantry aetion and heavy artillery and mortar fire prevented the
2d Bn 317th Infantry Reglment from occupying the town of MOIVRON
and it was necessary for the Y%th Armd Inf Bn to take up a
defensive position north of LEYR when the infantry of the 317th
Infantry Hegiment wilthdrew through our lines. Boggy eondition

of terrain prevented proper maneuver of tanks across country.

Two medium tenks hit mines on the road just south of MOIVRON and
four medium tanks got mired down in the mud at the edge of town.
All gix tanks had bo be abandoned when the infantry withdrew.
These tanks were later destroyed by the enemy.



27 4ith Armd Inf Bn continmed to hold ground north of LEYR
awaiting resumption of the attack of the 80th Infantry
Division or relisf by elements of that divizion. A heavy
artllliery shelling of Combat Command "B" CP south of
LANFROICOURT at 1125A, which ungquestionably was observed
fire, caused by CP to be moved to the viecinity of RJ H74 and
AMANEE ROAD, with the talance of Combat Command "B" moving
to assembly areas in the same general viecinity. Considerable
artillery and mortar fire with some small arms fire continmed
on the positicns held by the 4ith Armd Inf Bn. Hen Co 603d
ID BEn reverted to battallon control execept for one pla toon
which was attached to Co C 603d ID Bn., Tr B 86th Cav Rcn 8q

Mecz was relieved except for one platcon which remained under
combat command control.

28 lio changse.
29 Ho change.

30 Co A 76th armd Med Bn replaced mm Co B 76th Armd Msd En in
support.

Cur casualties for thls perlod were:

38 Battle exaustion cases.

Vehicular

10 Medium Tanks

1 105 Assault Gun
1 M8 Armored Car
% M3 Half=Tracks
6 + Ton Trucks

1 Ton Trucks

2 Traillers

Enemy camualties were

700 prlscrers
200 Enown Killed

00 Additlons]l estim ted killed ir counter-attacks
0 estimated wounded.

Approximtely 200 vehiles ineluding at least 6 Mark IV Tanks

were captured or destroyed. Large gquantities of ammunition,

rationsy small arms and quartermaster supplles were also captured

or destroyed.

GEORGE EEAD JR
Colonel Cavalry
Commanding
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HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND "B"
APO 256, U 8 Army
1 November 1944
Action Against the Enemy for the Period 1-31 October 194%
Commanding Gneral, 6th Armored Division, APO 256, U S Army.
The following report is submitted of the action of Combat

Command "B" against the enemy for the period X¥ 1-31 October 1944, as
regquired by AR 345-105, 03.

OCTOBER 194k

1

The first of the month found the combat eommand on a defensive
mission between the 80th and 35th Infantry Divisions in the

vieinity of LEYR. The composition of the combat command was
a8 followst

Whth Armd Inf Bn

69th Tk Bn

212th irmd FA Bn

Co C 6034 TD Bn, plus 1 Plat Ren Co 603d Td Bn
Co C 25th Armd Engr in

Tr B 86th Cav HRen 8q Mees

Btry B 777th AAA Bn

Co A 128th Ord Maint Bn (In support)

Co A 76th Armd Med Bn (In support)

The 44th Armd Inf Bn, with one medium tank company and one

tank destroyer platoon attached, continued to hold an east-west
line north of LEYR, The 134th inr Regt, 35th Inf Div, was on
the right flank and the 317th Inf Regt, 80th Inf Div, was on
the left flank., Combat mmmand continued to hold. CP located
vicinity of AMANCE and reserve in same vieilnity. (There were 3
men wounded and 4 battle exhaustion cases).

Comma nding Gmneral, 6th Armored Division, visited Combat Command
"B" CP at 1000A to award Bronze and Silver Star medals to several
members of the command. He alsc gave instruetions that some of
the personnel could be sené back to billets for 2k hours in

order to secure showers, ete. The Commanding Officer & 8-3 visited
Division Headquarters and units in the rear during the afternoon.
(1 enlisted man was wounded during the day).

Commanding Officer was ealled to Division Headquarters for a
meeting at 1030A to discuss future plans. W4%th Armd Inf Bn destroyd
enemy dump of 1000 gallong of deisel fuel and gasoline at 929250.
Commanding Officer and 8-3 had conference with Commanding General,
80th Inf Div and Commanding General, 6th Armd Diévision, in LEYR

at 1000A to discuss future operations. G-1 ealled cancelling all
passes to NANCY until further notice.

Commading Officer & 8-3 visited Divislon Headquarters during the
morning., Commanding CGeneral, 6th Armored Division visited CP

at 1430 A to discuss planned combined attack of Combat Command

"B" in conjunction with the 80$h Infantry Division and 35th Infantry



Unit commanders meeting was held at 1500A to outline attack to take
place on 8 October., The command was split into four task forces
and verbal orders were issued at that time. These orders were to
berconfirmed by written orders the following day.

Commding General, 6th jrmored Division, visited CP at 08304 to

discuss attack to take place on 8 October. Chief of Staff, 6th
Armored Division, visited CP during the morning. FO #31 was issued
to all units concerned. Reconnalssance was made of forward assembly
areas and routes by unit commanders and members of the staff during
the morning. MeefPing at 1600A of the task force commanders to discuss
any last minute details and the detailed plan of the task forces on
the attagk. Crossings of the river were prepared at night and bridges
were protected. Units moved to initial assembly areas under cover of
darkness to prepare for the attack. Liaison from this headquarters

was made with the 13%th Infantry Regiment. (1 enlisted man was killed
during the day).

Combat Command "BY was composed of the following troops:

69th Tk Bn

15th Tk Bn (- 1 L Tk Plat)
50th Armd Inf Bm

9th Armd Inf Bn

Co B 603d TD Bn, reinf

Co C 6034 TD Bn, reinf

Co A 25th Armd r Bn —

Co C 25th Armd Engr Bn

Btry B 777th AAA Bn

The four task forces were composed as followsi

IF #1 (FORREST)

69th Tk Bn (-1 M Tk Co & 1 L Tk
Cos A & C 9th Armd Inf Bn
Co B 603d TD Bn (- 1 Plat)
lst Plat Co A 25th Armd Engr Bn
3 Sections Btry B 777th AAA Bn

IF #2(LAGREW)

15th Tk Bn 9= 1 L Tk Plat)

Cos A & C 50th Armd Inf Bn

Co C 6034 TD Bn (4 Plat)

1st Plat Co C 25th Armd Engr Bn
Btry B 777th AAA Bn ( - 5 Seetionsa)

TF #3 (WALL)
50th Armd Inf Bn 9 - 2 Rifle Cos)
Co A 69th Tk Bn
Plat Co D 69th Tk Bn
PE: Co C 6034 TD Bn
2 Seetions Btry B 777th AAA Bn
24 Platoon Co " 25th Armd Engr Bn

Plat)



October 1944

8 (Contd) 1!.&%.1&92!%3!1
9th Armd Inf Bn (- 2 Cos)

Plat Co B 603d TD Bn
Co A 25th Armd Engr Bn (-) —
Co C 25th irmd Engr Bn (=)

Combat Command "B" attacked at 080615A to seize ARRAYE-ET-HAN,

AJONCOURT , JEANDELINCOURE, MOIVRON and to clear the BOIS de BRASQUIN

and BOIS de AJONCOURT. TF #1 was to seize and hold ARRAYE-ET-HAN and
'JONCOURT until relieved by the 1l34th Inf Regt and proteet the northeast
~rflank of the combat command. TF was to clear BOIS de BRASQUIN and

BOIS de AJUNCOURI, selize and hold JEANDELINCOURT until relieved by the

317th Inf Regt and proteet the north and northwest flank of the eombat
command. TF #3 was to selze and hold MOIVRON until relieved by the 317th

Inf Regt. TF # 4 was prepared to move on combat command order, Division
Artillery, reinforced, supported the attack., 212th Armd FA Bn and Co A 86th Cal
Bn were in direct support of TF #l. 231st Armd FA Bn was in direet support
of TF #2. 696th FA Bn was in direct support of TF #3. 128th Armd FA Bn

and 7524 FA Bn were in general support. Mine roller platoon was to clear

M8R and other roads on ecall. The attack Jumped off on schedule and pro=-
gressed successfully against medium enemy resistance mainly consisting of
small arms and mortar fire, Enemy artillery fire was very light. MOIVRON
was taken at 0800A and was turned over to the 317th Inf Regt at 1323A. At
0845A units of TF #2 reached initial objective while remainder of this force
turned west toward JEANDELINCOURT., TF encountered heavy reslistance in the
BOIS de BRASQUIN and BOIB de AJONCOURT and Co B 9th Armd Inf Bn, from TF #&%
was moved forward to assist. At 1206A, Co A 9th Armd Inf Bn was relieved
from TF #1 and sent forward to TF #2. Mopping up operations by TF #2 were
ecompleted at 1400A. JEANDELINCOURT.was reached at 0920A and at 1130A it was
surronnded on three sides. The foree attacking ARRAYE-ET-HAN was slowed

up considerably by the heavy fog which made observation almost impossible,
however by 09354 this town was under attack. At 100A, ARRAYE-ET-HAN was
occupied and turned over to the 1i4th Inf REGT. The iahth Inf REGT entered
AJONCOURT at 1240A. At 1300A JEANDELINCOURT was taken by TF #2 and the 319th
Inf Regt, 80th Inf Div, moved in and took over., TF #1 was further ordered to
take the town of CHENICOURT, but due to extremely heavy AT & artillery fire
from the hlgh ground north and east and the inadvisability of holding the
town after 1t was taken due to its location in a valley, thisattack was not
launched and the town was fovered by intense artillery and direet fire only.
TF #2 was further ordered to clear the enemy from BOIS de CHENICOURT. This
was done Just before dark. All ground gained was organized and an all around

defense was tled in between the 80th Inf Div on the west and the 35th Inf
Div on the east, at AJONCOURT,.

' IF #" covered the left (northwest) flank and TF #1 covered the right (northeast)
_"lank for the attack by Combat Fommand "B" with the mission of clearing the
enemy from the BOIS de TRAPPES and BOIS de AULNOIS . Tre 9th Armd Inf Bn re-
verted to Combat Comman "A™ mpon being passed through by them at O0800A.
Remaining units of TF # and TF #3 reverted to Combat Command "B" reserve. As
elements of the 318th Inf REGT moved up through the BOIS de FOURASQ and the
317th Inf Regt moved through behing Combat Command "A"™, TF #2 was rellieved
from mission of covering the left flank. IF #3, less Co C 50th Armd Inf 2k Bn
which reverted to TF #1 was o rdered to return to billet area east of NANCY and
IF # 2 was to follow. As soon as TF #1 was relieved by the 3d Bn 317th Inf
Regt on the right ﬂanlﬁ:6 it was also ordered to return to billet area. TF #2

and moved out at 1600A. Rellef of TF #1 &-p—Deteber—wobe—as—Ffeld was not
completed this date. Omr losses for the period 8-9 October were as followst



Oetober 9th econtd.

22 Killed
7% Wounded

Yehicular losses

2 2§ Ton Trucks
6 Medium Tanks
1 105 Assault Gun
(All recovered and repaired except one
medivm tank and one 24 Ton Truek)

Enemy losses were as followss

Egzlﬂﬁ%ﬁlPrisaners

400 Killed (Estimated)
300 Wounded (Estimated)

Yehicular

17 AT Guns
2 Mk IV Tanks
13 Misc Vehleles

10 Relief of TF #1 was completed at 0900A by 3d Bn 317th Inf Regt,
BOth Inf Div. Units movad back to area east of NANCY into permanent
type billets. Combat Command "B" Headquarters moved to billet area
in the alrport at ESSEY-LF5-NANCY. General George Marshall, Chief
of Staff, U 8 ARgy spoke to a few officers of the 6th Armored Div.
in BOUXIERES at O945A. The Commanding Officer, Executive Officer

and battalion commanders attended. The ecmposition of the combat
command now 133

16th Tk En

50Th Armd Inf Bn

Co A 25th Armd Engr Bn

Co B 6034 TD Bn (reinf)

Btry B 777th AAA BEn

Ir B 86th Cav Len Sq Mecz (reinf)

11 Remained in billlet area vipinity of NANCY. Commanding Officer
attended unit commander's meeting at Division Headquarters at 1600A.

12 Orders i1ssued by the Commanding General, 6th Armd Div. to prepare
plang for movement to several possible iocatinnn prepared for action
in the event of a counterattack by the enemy on the XII Corpos front.

13 Plans for above were dlscussed with unlt commanders and road and
bridge reccounaissance was pushed.

14 No Change.

15 A retreat parade was held at 1600A at the CR at 903136 under super=-
vision of this headquarters. The following units partieipated:
15th Tk Bn, 69th Tk Bn, 128 Ord Maint Bn, Hq Co CC "B" and MP Platoon.

Awards of é&corations were made by the Commanding General, 6th
Armored Division.
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16

17

18

19

24
23
26
27
28
29
30

31

The 15th Tk Bn was relieved from Combat Command "B" and the
68th Tk Bn was assigned.

The 50th Armd Inf Bn was relieved from Combat Commnd "B"™ and the
oth Armd Inf Bn was asszigned. 68th Tk Bn closed in area at 0905A.
9th Armd Imf Bn closed in area at 1420A. Tr B 86th Cav Ren S8q
Mecz was relleved from assigmment to this command.

Co A 25th Armd Engr Bn and Co B 6034 TD Bn ware relieved at 0900A
and Co B 25th Armd Engr Bn and Co C 6034 TD Bn were assl gned.
The compozition of Combat Command "B" on this date is nows

68th Tk Bn

9th Armd Inf Bn

Co B 25th Armd Engr Bn
Co € 603d TD Bn (teinf)
Btry B 777th AAA Bn

There was g unit commander's meeting at Combat Command "B" Head-
quarters at 11004 to discuss proposed plans.

Co C 603d TD Pn (reinf) was rellsved from Combat Commsnd "B" control
and was replaced by Co A 6034 TD Bn (reinf). Btry B 777th AAA BEn
was relieved from assigmment to the combat eommand at 1400A and Btry
A 777th AAA Pn was asslgned.

for
Parado seheduled for today wmm=s awards of decorations by Commanding

General, 6th Armd Div, to the 68th Tk Bn and 9th Armd Inf Bn was
postponed uvntil 211600A.

Marlene Dietrieh and her supporting ecast were guest of Hg Co CC "B"
for dinner. A retreat parade, under supervision of this headquarters,
was held at 1600A for the 68th Tk Bn and 9th Armd Inf Bn. Commanding
General, 6th Armd Div, made awards and presentations of medals and
Certificats of Merit.

No change,

Commanding Of{icer, Combat Command "B" glven responslbility of
Operating range for preuctive firing of the rifle grenade launcher and
the ecarbine grenade launcher for the division.

o change.

No change,

No change

No change.

No change.
No change.

Commanding Gmmeral, 6th Armd Div. visited this headquarters to
discuss future operations of this combat command.

No change.
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31st Contd.

ur casualties for the perlod 1-31 Vet b4 weret
Personnel

23 Killed
75 Wounded

Vehicular

2 2% Ton Truecks

6 Medium Tanks

1 105 Asssult Gun (A1l recovered and repaired
except one medium tank and one 24 tom Truck.)

Enemy casualtles were:

Personnel

865 Prisoners
400 Killed (Estimated)
300 Wounded (Estimated)

Yehicular

17 AT Guns
? Mk IV Tarks
13 Mise Vehicules

GEORGE W READ JR
Colonel Cavalry
Camnanding



HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND "B"
APO 256m Y 8 ARMY

1 December 1944

SUBJECTs Action Against the Enemy for the pericd 1-30 November 194k
TO: Commanding General 6th Armored Division, APO 256, U 8 Army

1, The following report is submitted of the actlcon of Combat
Command "B" agsinst the enemy for the period 1-30 November 1344, as
requlred by AR 345-105, C3.

Hovember 1944

1 The mits of the Combat command were still in permanent type
blliets in the area east of NANCY on one hour alert status
prepared for comuittment at any time on the Corpms front.
The eomposition of the cmmbat command was as followst

68th Tk Bn

9th Armd Inf Bn

Co B 25th Armd Engr Bn
Co B 603d Td Bn (reinf)
Btry A 777th AAA En

Commanding Officer attended a meeting at Division Headquarters
at 19304. At this meeting he was given the 1'espon:aih1.%1tr
of operating a range for the three tank battallons to test
flre new weapons and tmn new gunners.

2 The range site was pleked out at LAY 5T CHRISTOPHER for the
firing to be conducted on 5-6~7 November.

3 The ecomposltlon of the combat command was changed as followst

15 Tk En

50th Armd Inf Bn

Btry B 777th AAA En

Co C 603d TD Bn(reinf)

Co A 25th Ammd Engr Bn, with 1 Flat
990th Tr En Co atehd

86th Ca v Ren Sqg Mecz (=-Trs A & C)

Commanding Officer attended a mesting at Division Headquarters.

h Combat Command "B" Headquarters moved from Airport ESSEY-
BES-NANCY to stadium at ST MAX and closed there at 1045 A.
Unit commander's meeting was held at 1500A. Comranding
Officer attended a meeting at Division Headquarters to dis-
cuss plans for future operations.

5 A recormaissance of routes to development arsas was made by
the S=3. A unit commanders' meeting was hald to discuss pro=-
posed operation. At this meeting the task forees were con-
stituted and inltial plans were made.
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6

8.

Co C

The CO and Fleld Officers of Combat Command "B" staff attended a
talk by the Army Commander. The staff eontinued working on and
formulating plans. Commanding Offl cer attended a meeting at Div
ision Headquarters at 19004.

Combat Command continued work on plans for the coming attack.

D=Day for the attaek By the division. The composition of the task
forces organized within the combat command wass

IF #1 (LAGREW) TF # 2 (WALL)

15t Tk Bn (-1 M Tk Co & 1 L Tk Co.) 50th Armd Inf Bn (-1 Co)

50th Armd Inf Bn Co C 15th Tk Bn

E 3d Plat Co C 6034 TD BEn 1st Flat Co C 6034 TD Bn

3d Plat Co A 25th Armd Fngr Bn 1st Plagnga A 25th Armd
Engr

Sees 1 & 2 Btry B 777th AAA Bn Sees 3 & 4 Btry E 777th AAA Bn

TF #3 (BRINDLE) SC "B" HESERVE

86th Cav Ren Sq Mexsz (-Irs A & C) Co C 6034 TD Bn (-)

Co D 15th Tk Bn Co A 25th Armd Engr

2d Plat Co A 25th Armd Engr Bn En (=) with Det

2d Plat Co C 603d TD Bn 990%h Tr Br Co Atchd

Secs 5 & 6 Btry B 777th AAAEn Btry B 777th AAA Bn (=)

The plans was as follows: TF#3 to attack at H-Hour in two eolumns

to selze and secure erossing of NIED FRANCAISE RIVER in eombat
command gone, protect ithe north flank of combat commsznd by bloecking
reads to norl’:h leading from METZ and be prepared to resume the attack
to east on order., TF #" to advanese in south portion ofzone, support
elements of TF #3 in securing erc:sing of NIED FRANCAISE RIVER and
be prepared to attack east and seize final objective (high ground
northeast of FALQUEMONT). TF #1 to advance in north portion of

zone, support elements of IF #3 in securing ecpossings of NIED FRANCAISE
RIVER and be prepared to attack east and selize final objective. FA
Group Riley to sunport Combat Command "B" as followst: 128th Armd

FA Bn in direect support of IF #lj 696th FA Ba in direet support
of TF # 2 and 212th Armd FA Bn initially in direct support of TF #3,
thereafter in general support. Ond Corposengineer ecomapny (Co A
167th Combd Engr Bn) in suppoert. The order of march wms as followss
IF#3 TF #1, Hg CC "B" (=) & TF #2. The artillery command was in
position west of PONT=-SUR-SEILIL reinforecing the fires of XII Corpos
artillery. The commanding Ufficer briefed all officers aid men on
sltuation and reason for the attack. The cffensive was to be re-
sumed and the plan envisioned the destruction of German forces

west of the RHINE by 1 December 1944 and the eliminationm of the
Germars from the Was by Christmas. Plans were discussed in detall,
The 6th Armored Division was to spearhead attack of the Third Army

to the HHINE RIVER and any stops made on the way were merely to

be pauses for reorganization. The first major objective for

Comtat Command "B" was to be the hill mass northeast of FALQUEMONI.
Orousers were to be on all light tanks, chalns on all wheel

vehieles and ueck-bills on medium tanks, also all combat vehleles were
to carry logs and mmx wire matting to corduroy stam crossings. The

command was prepared to move to a develcpment area in the viminity
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9 At 0500A, leadin: elements ofCombat Command "B" were to reach IP at
ST MAX, march north andcross the Seille Rkver at PORT-SUR-SEILL
EPLY, just north of Raucourt, then north through ST JURE to duvainp-
ment area vieinity of ALEHGH* However, due to the flood stage
of the MOSELIE RIVER, considerable difficulty was met in ecom-
plating initial novemant' therefore, crossing of the SEILLE
RIVER at POR!-EUH—BEILIE was not completed this date. TF #3 was ordered
to eipREc#fxmemiary cross at 1530A, followed by IF #1 & 2.

TF #1 was ordered to help TF #3 anlar ¢ the bridgehead. 212th

Armd FA Bn was to ecross next with IF # 2 moving into a position
ready to eross. TF # 3 crossed and encountered enemy AT guns

at U0 91425 (west of ALEMONT)., One gun was destroyed and another
probably destroyed. At this time TF # 3 reported that the bridge
Just north of EPLY had been blown and plans were made to

place a treadway brigk under cover of darkness. At 1745A, TF§ 1 amd
IF #3 began tieing in night security, althogh TF #1 had mnly part
of their task foree zeross the river, due to heavy traffie both
ways across the bright by Army, Corps and Division elements, There
was little or no trafiie control on bridge and thls situation

was reported to division by radio. At 12304, remainder of TF # 1
crossed the bridge., The CP of Combat Command "B" Headwuarters was
located in a farm house south of PORT SUR SEILLE. Unit commanders'
meeting was held at 1900A to discuss plans for the attack om 100700A.
At this meeting the liaison offiecer from the 24 Inf Regt 5th Inf Div
was given plans for the attack. At shich timsh e dem rted for
parent unlit to bring nlans of the 24 Inf Hsgt to this h sadquarters.
At 0920004, oral ordars were issued for attack at 10070CA. At

2020A, both IF # 1 and TF # 3 had eomple ted the crossing and
eatahiishad gsecuri.y for then ight. Plans wre made for the re-
mainder of the eommand to cross in the followlng arder beginning
100500A: 212th AFA Bn, Hq """ "B", Hq Div Arty, IF # 2, 686th AFA En
and Co A 167th Comb Engr Bn from X11 Corps with Train- to eross lait.

10 At 0500A, crosaing was started, but was slow due to heavy traffie
in the hottleneck and mud. Small bridges and culverts were out
which necessitated constuction work by englnsers., At 68554, TF#l
jumped off across country to attack VIGNY. About three houeEs were
required to construet a bridge across a rallroad overpass east of
LUVIGNY which had been blown. At 1230A, TF#l had secured its first
obJective and was instructed to contlnue the atiack but now go be-
yond BUGHY., This objective was reached at 14304 and by 1630A
was securely in our hands. During the afternoon TF#l observed, for
the first time, cardboard dummy tanks in positions alont the hl
ground between VIGNY and BUCHY. Column was shelled by enemy
between those towns znd considerable snemy fire was placed on both
towns, At 1630A, TF#1 was instructsd to go into development area
in vicinity of Eﬂcﬁl and west of BEUX, ready to attack east on the
mnrning nf 11 Hu?amber. The advantce éP L closed at BUCAY and

a : e i = AR - after moving in

41 PH': were eaptured in CP location. Dthar aluments of the commard

were closed in thls area and security eatablished for the night.

CP's of the TF's and artillery command were in RUCHY. At 12004,
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TF #3 contaected CC "A" 6th Armd Div southeast of BEIX.
Frmidisddiddd+# During the night intermittent ar-
tillery and mortar fire was recelved in the area. At
20004, a unit commanders meeting was held at the CP to
discuss attack plans for morning of 11 November. TF+3
wepe-reorganised-ae-follovwad--0o-P-L55h-Th-Bu-veversed
50-15th-Fk-BR--kz-F-B6th-Cav-Ren-5a-Hoag-bo-TF-ga4-T2-D .
6th-Cav-Ren-8q-Moas-to-TF-#1-and Plans were made to attaek
1107004 in twocolumns to seire and secure crossings at
ANCERVILLE and Remilly. TFts were reorganized as follows:
Co D 15th Tk Bn reverted to 15th Tk Bn Tr F 86th Cav Ren
S8q moez toTF "2; Tr D 86th Cav Ren 8q Mocz to TF"lj; one-
half ofTr B 86th Cav Ren Sq Moez to TF"1 and TF"2; platoon
ofengineers with TF"1 tp CC"B" Reserve and a platoon of
engineers from Co A 25th Armd Engr En to TF"l. Remalng#
elements bf TF¥3, Hq 86th Cav Ren 8q Moez and Tr B86th Cav
Hen Sq Mocz, reverted to eombat combat command reserve.

The attack jumped off at O700A in two columns. As TF #1
reached ANCERVILLE, the brldge was blown by the enemy ao
it changed direction in an attempt to find a erossing at
LEMUD. Upon arrival there, the bridge was found to be in-
tact., but as infantry attempted to' make a quick crossing
to secure and cheek the bridge for mines, it was also
bolwn. Elements of TF "1 rushed north and after consid=-
erabhle difficulty secured the bridge just south of SANRY-Si
SUR-NIED intact, but under 18 inches of water. It was

dl scovered that the passage under the bridge had been
Dammed %#heme thereby causing the river to back up econsidor:
bly to the south. When the obstructlons were removed, the
river fell rapidly, This sudden flow undermined some of
the supports and conslderahbie work was done by the thengln-
eers to maintein the bridge. The bridge was prepared for
FErpibropmemtyr P prREs v R by rhhm PR e ohhahr L B Ehvr SN
demolition but the guiek action of an engineer officer in
cutting the wires, under intense fire, prevented the enemy
from destroylng the bridge. Enemy defenders on the south
glde of the river had been caught eompletely by surprise
and were annihilated. A shallow bridgehead was immediately
established and additional elements were sent forward as
rapldly as possible to expand bridgehead. The bridge and
viecinity were kept under ceonstant fire by the enemy from
the fortifications and hi-h ground in vieinity of SCRBEY.
IF #2 moved at Q700A to attack REMILLY AND secure a cros-
slrge It receilved SA and artillery fire enroute and about
one kilometer north of BECHY ran into an extenslive mine

fields The mine field was bypassed across country and
finally upon arrival at REMILLY the bridze was found to

be blown. At 11004, a Corps serenade was fired ‘on EEM-
ILLY to commemorate Armistice Day and for tactical pur-
poses as well. At 14454, TF 42 was instrueted to send

one rifle company and TF #3 to send one reconnalssance
troop to TF #1 to assist in holding and seeuring the
bridgehead in vieinity of SANRY-SUR-NIED. Conaiderable
artillery and rmortar fire was received all day and night,
with most of the artillery coming from forts on high ground
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in vieinity of SORBEY. TF #2 stayed in position ready to
support TF #l. At 1700A, the advance CP CC "B" closed at
DAIN-on=-SAULNOIS at 1830A, the CO and 8-3 wentto Division Head-
quarters for orders. The 2nd Inf. Regf. 5th Inf. Div. moved
abreast on our left flank and aksofollowed behind and helped
materially in mopping up andoutposting our positions.,

At O700A, a unit commandersf meeting was held. The mission
of the eombat command was changed to selze the high ground
south and east of FAULQUEMONT In the vieinity ofCHEMERY. The
composition of the task forces was changed as followst

EF-# 1 (LAGREW) IF #2 (WALL)

R
15th Tk Bn (-1 M Tk Co) 50th AIB (- 1 Rifle Co)
2 Sees Btry B 777th AAA Bn Co B 15th Tk Bn
Co A 50th AIB 2 Sees Btry B 777th AAA Bn
1 Plat 603d TD BEn 1 Plat 603d TD Bn
1 Plat Engrs (Combat) 1 Plat Engrs

Co F 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz

I!_tﬂ_ﬁgﬂlﬂnﬁﬁl IBAINS
2 Trz 86th Cav Hen 8q Mecz 2 Sees Bbry B 777th AAA Bn

Tr E 86th Cav Ren 8q Mecz
1 Plat 6034 TDBn
1 Plat Engrs

The command was to cross the river in order as follows:
Remainder of TF#l, Hqg CC "B", -12th AFA Bn, & TF§-.

TF #3 was to initlally place road boleks and protect the north
flank while the command passed and then fall in atthe rear of
the column as rear guard. TF #1 attacked towards BAZONCOURT mee!
meeting strong resistance all the way andoperations were also
hampered by mines and weather,. However, at 1600A, TF #1 had
taken BAZONCOURT and VAUCREMONTand the RF 2 kilometers west

of CHANVILLE. The area wasoutposted for the night and security
was established. Engineers from TF #2 were sent forward to
asslst on making s ty-pass for the column on the road to
BAZONCOURT which had been badly cratered and mined. These
operations book all night and impeded resupply. At 17304, CP
CC "B" elosed at AUBE. Heavy artillery fire continuedthroughout
the pericd. The 2d Inf. 5th Div again assisted in moppling up
operations and in posting security elements om our flanks,

A heavy snow fell during the right. Co A 50th Armd Inf En with
IF #1 was so depleted by losces that Co C 50thArmd Inf Bn was
sent to TF #1 from TF #2. At approxlmatelyCE8l5A, the recon-
naissance troop recelved a counter-attackfrom the north from
the vieilnily of BEILIZE and also heavy artillery fire which
foreed the troops to withdraw. 7The commanding Officer instructec
Co 1F #3 to re-establish the road block and regain control of
the situatlon. Thecounterattack was finally repulsed and the
enemy #driven back into BERLIZE. The attack of TF#l was still
held up by large craters and mines in the road. At O945A, the
mission of the command was modified and instructlons recelived
not to pass any more troops through the bridgehead, but to
eross the remainder of the command atANCERVILLE. Bridgéng op-
erations by the 5th Divielon wereso slow # at this point that
the Divisthon Commander decided to build a bridge at REMILLY.
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13 (Contd) This was done and thebridge was completed at about 1630A. TIF¥
#1L moved downthe east side of the river and TIF #2 sent one
company of infantry across at REMILLY to outpost area for TIF #1
as well as the bridging operatians. The route of TF #1 was
through ANCERVILLE, south to RJ east of REMILLY, theneast to
VOIMHAUT and VITTONCOURT. VOIMHAUT and ?ITTQHG6UHI were taken
and the area was secured for the night. At 1380A, the recon-
nalssance troop holding the roadblock ## in the viainity of the
bridge south of SANRY-SUR-NIED received a counterattack, but
it was repulsed., CP CC "B" moved to BECHY closing there at
1700A. TF #2 stayed in positlon west of REMILLY. TF#3 moved
to eombat command reserve in the vicinity of BECHY, however
before TF #3 discontinued the roadblock in the vieinity of ihe
bridge south of SANARY-SUR-NIED, the battalion commander of the
2d Inf Regt was notified that *F #3 was ordered to move out and
that the 24 Inf would have to secure bridge. The following was
the composition of the task forces at the end of the period:

PeRFY/YREETRWY
IF #2 (WALL)
15th Tk Bn (-1M Tk Co) 50th AIB (- 2 Rifle Cos)
Cos A & C 50th AIB 1 M Tk Co 15th Tk Bn
2 Sees Btry B 777th AAA Bn 2 Sees Btry B 777th AAA Bn
2d & 3d Plat Co A 25th Armd Engr 1 Plat Co F 86th Cav Ren
Coe C 6034 TD Bn (-) 1 Plat 603d TD En

TF #3 (BRINDLE)
86th Cav Ren 8q Moez ()

1h TF #1 wae in position east of NIED FRANCAISE RIVER viecinity
of VITTONRCOURT. TF #2 was in position west of REMILLY with one
company across river vielnity VOIMHAUT. IF #3 was in the vi-
¢inity of BECHY. CP CC "B" was located at BECHY. Aunit com-
manders' meeting was held at 1030A. Orders were issued for TF
#1 to develop south of HERNY, TF #2 scuth of TF #1 and just
east of VATIMONT and TF #3 Just south of HERNY. The task forces
were to be prepared to attack to the east. At 14004, TF #2
moved to area vieinity south of HERNY, followed by TF #3. At
16454, the combat elements of Combat éammant "B" eclosed east
of the NIED FRANCAISE RIVER. The CP CC "B" closed At VATIMONT
at 1730A. At 1800A, a uplt commander'smeeting was held to dis-
cuss the coordinated attack onlf November at 1200A, with the
80tn Infantry Divislon. At 2100A, CG 6th Armd Div, Co CCA,
Co CCB, CC Res Comd and CO Artu Comd met at VATIMONT to dis-
cuss attack on the 15 November. At 2130A, a unit commanders'
meetlng was held and oral orderw were #ssued at the time. The

new composition 6f the task forces for the attack of 151200A
was as follows: .

g TF _#2 (WALL)
15th Tk Bn 50th Armd Inf Bn
Co C 603@ TD Bn (-) - Plat Co C 603d TD Bn
2d Plat Co A 25th Armd Engr Bn Co F 86th Cav Ren Sq (reinf)
2 Secs Btry B 777th AAA Bn 1lst Plat Co A -5th Armd Engr R

2 Secs Bhyy B 777th AAA Bn

86th Cav Ren 8q ﬁucz (=)

1 Plat Co A 25th Armd Engr Bn
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All trailers and non-essentlal vehicles were to be sent to train
serviee park in the vielnity of HERNY, to be picked up later.
The 128th Armd FA Bn was to be in direct sup-
port of TF #1, 212the Armd FA Bn in direct support of TF #=2
and $96th Armd Armd PA Bn in gemeral support. Fires were to
be placed on all towns in the zone of the attack and smoke mis-
slons were to be fired on call. A proliminary terrain recon-
naissance was to be made before the attaek,. At 08504, the
plans were again modified by order of the CG, 6th Armd Div. The
command was to continue making preparations, for the attack
but not to put them into effeet until further orders, At 12304,
TF FORREST FROM CC "A" was assigned to CC "B" to permit better
eoordination during the attack. At 1345A, TF FORREST reverted
to CC "A" control when plans were mbddified. At 1245A, the at-

tack was cancelled and CC "B" was ordered to remain in position
and walt further orders.

CP CC "B" still located at VATIMONT, TF #2 at HERNY andIF #%
at HEANY, all prepated fpr 8H$§68868 commititment on one hour's
notice. At 0830A, TF #3 sent one troop to HAN-SUR-NIED and
one troop to REMILLY to guard bridges. Contact wasmade with
the 5th Division. XXCorps. on the north; Atl600A, CG, 6th
Armd Div, stopped at CP and skated that the division was to go
into XLI Corps Reserve. Enemy artillery fell in the viecinity
of HERNY and MANY all night and caused some casualties.

The division did not go into XII Corps Reseeve as previously
planned. At 15004, tfe combat command was glven the following
missiony To follow and support the 137th Inf Regt, 35th Inf
Div, during the attack east and be preparbdd to repel or assist
in case of any countsrattaek or to pass throuch the 137th Inf
Regiment and continue the attack eas§. Troops were as follows:

15th Tk Bn

50th Armd Inf Bn

Co C 603d TD En

Btry B 777th AAA Bn

Co A 25th Armd Engr Bn

Co F 86th Cav Hen Sq HMecZ
B86th Cav Hen 8q Meez (-) reverted to Reserve Command control.
Combat Command "B" was to go into development area vieilnity
DESTRY and MORHANGE after the 137th Combat Engineers (Corps
Engineers) supporting CC "B", wer® released at 1800A. A%
15004, TF #2 received 16 rounds of 10%mm artillery in the vic-
inity of HERNY, also 2 ME 109's straffed TF #2 elements.

Combat Command "B" moved to vielnity of MORHANGE, closing there
at 1700A with the 15th Tank Battalion on the east side of town
and the remainder of the combat command on the west élde. The
CP CC "BQ was located at MORHANGE. At 1730A, a unlt commanders'

meeting was held to dlscuss plans for the attack on 19 November,
Task forces were composed as followst

L TF &
15th Tk Bn §§th AIB E-l Co)

Co C 50th AIB Co F 86th Cav Rem 8q Mecz
Co A Z5th Armd Engr Bn (-) 1 Plat Co C 6034 Td Bn
2 Secs Btry B 777th AAA Bn 2 Secs Btry B 777th AAA Bn
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Btﬂ% In (=)

Ren Plat 6034 TD BEn
Security Plat 6034 TD Bn

2 Secs ry B 777th AAA Bn

The 128th Armd FA Bn was to be in direet support of TF #1,

696th Armd FA Bn in direct wvupport of TF #2 and the 212th Armd
FA Bn 1n general support.

The leading elemants of Cohbat Command moved through the 137th
Infantry Regiment on F74, northeast towards PUTTELANGE, TF #1
leading. As TF #1 started moving, heavy enemy artillery fire
was put dowr on them at the RJ northeast of MORHAKGE, however

TF #1 continued to advance until about O9COA to about 500 yards
east of BERIG-VINTRANGE, where the leading elements found an

AT diteh, covered by heavy AT fire, Machine gun and SA fire from
the woods just northwest of ILRTHIEG. Time fire was placed obn
enemy pesitions and firing ceased. At 1070A, the leading elements
were deployed between BIAIG=VUETEAPRCE abd BEATRING in position

to reduce the conecrete block houses in the vicinity of BEATRING.
At 11304, TF #1 was still held up by the AT diteh. About this
time six eneny tanks were located ir the area and two were
knocked out with the &% other four withdrawing toward BESTRING. At
17554, two ME 109's came over elements of Combat Command "B"

but did rot attack pruhlhlzogul to our anti-aireraft fire. *hi
AT diteh was breached at 1%00A and one tahk platoon was in
BERTAIXG at 1435A. About 16304, TF #1 took Hill 265 scuthwest
of BERTAING,; which relleved enemy pressure somewvhat., Very little
ngpﬂlitim was met at BFATAIIC so elements pushed on and by
163CA had taker GROS-TERQUIFN which was outposted, with the assis-
tance of elements of the 137th Infantry, for the night. Well
k=ww knowing that there was another AT diteh about two kile-
meters east of GUOS-TENQUIF which would impéde our advance, TF

#1 pushed out reconnalssance, located the AT diteh and secured &
crossing before it could be Lo blown. A strong bridgehead pro-
tected this erossing during the right. At 1600A, the Commanding
Officer called the CG 6th Armd Div and requested and additiomal
battalion. This request was approved and the 69th Tank Battalion
with one plat TD's and two Secs ALA was sssigned to combat com-
manders as follows: Task foreces were composed as follows:

e Bty o co
B 50th AIB Co F 86th Cav dem Bq Mec:z

Plat Co C 6034 TD En 1 Flat Co C 603d TD Bn
Plat Co C 75th Armd Engr Bn 2l Plat Co A (5th Armd Ergr Bn

Plat Co A 603d TD En 2 Sees Btry B 777th As4A Bm
Flat Co B 25th irmd Engr Br

Secs Btry A 777th ALA Bn

1‘?“ ”r"d” “ﬁnﬂ Mmr ty Plat 603d 7D Em

Co C 603d TL BEn (=) fen Plat 6034 TD En

Btry B 777tn Ai. Bn (-) . Sgecs Btry B 777th AAA Bn
Co 4 -5th Armd Engr Bn (-)

B e e

The Z21:th Armd FA En was to be in direet support of TF RORREST,
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&96th Armd EF Bn wns to berdn dirget guppertiof TF WALL -and 128th Armd Fa

Bn in penemalsstuppert. . TF.FOR T was te attnct ’GO@OCi pass:ng through
TF- LAG ﬁ W-and GQPtlTuE ﬂttﬁeﬁ to tThe ﬁast, 5 < -

0 At 08454, TF LAGREY wae ordered.to have (me madien tank company alerted
and regﬁy to go to TF WALL if necessayyy - At 09104, TF FOLREST started
mov1rr threough. TF TlCa'w. As the move started, heavy artilYery firg® o -
was laceﬁ o the celumn, comiig from the east’ of GROBETENQUING» When. .
leading elements reached RJ about &f 24 kilometers east. of GROB=TENQELN,
direet AT fire waes eneountered, The ODPOSltLGﬂ was overcome and the ‘
column eontirmed to advance eass into the forest where an externsive:r

mine field was emesuntered. This mine fi=ld was protectcd by direct: flre, as

well as artillery -nd mortar fire by the enemy. The mines were é¢leared on
the read ard the column advanced about 3 kilometers, By nightfall, wele=
ments were dénleysed en the high ground in this vieinity.” At 16304, TF FORZEST
wasordered to tie in security for the night anfl TF. WALL Qrdered te? mcve_
to assembly area in the vieinity of BIRTRING ready ato atfgct SREIBCUSEs
at 21080C4s: He was teo.move morth threough GROSTEIM and FREYROUSE, atback -+
FREMESTROFR and be peepared to attack HELTINER from the nerthy if rece

sary. TF FOAREST was. to ecntinue the attadk east on FPIITMLt. TW LAGREW j'
was to remain in ressrve, _ R vl '

21 TF WALL meved a GBOOA, turning north at GROS-TENQUIN. About 0815A TF WALIL
was 3 Eilometers prorth of teown when scme SA Tire was plabed ¢gh the ‘eelumn
from the woeds northesast of GEES-TENGUIN. TF FORREST moved at 080CA" -
meeting AT and .8A fire from high EfDﬂDd northwest of HELLIMEZS, -Hill 5 -8
was strongly defended by dig-in infantry and direset flrg'uﬁap@ns. CAL
10204 artillery fire was placed on Hill 328 and enemy started w1th-
drawings - Thisg fire was very effective, EnEmy'hillbexes west of HEEEIH R
were reduced arnd fire was dlirected on HELLIMER gt llOOA.“'quevbr, hﬁﬁvy
_1rtllLPfT and mortat fire was still received from the direchion of
hellimers 4 battalidn of the 137th Infantry took PREFBOUSE: by 1-0CA and
at 1230A TF WALL was ready to attack FREMESTRCFF. At l3l§k TP WAL
with =ss;sta ‘ge frem the 137th Infantry, moved out snd adva HCPH vwrtﬁ ;
receiving mortar and ﬁrt1‘1ery fire. About 300" yardg souvh of, WREMEETH»FF
the B ddge-was blown and column had to ecnstruet a bypass aeross the ”
sfvaam, whﬁch canged considsrable delgy,  Terrain “was very borgv Lualss many
vehieles were immobilized. T FORAEST, upon reaching HT*TITh fdigcerered
twe, enemy tanks in ‘HELTIMER. Cne was k‘ockea out-and  the OUhF” wiﬁ%drb”
rgrning arcpnd toyn, firdng at different 1rtervalu from varigus Slt{@ﬂ“

ard ‘e 431 =3 povisldsmable trouble.. By 16354 TF FORAEST had wscured Fﬂr TR

D DHtEOStud 1% for the night with help frem the 137th Infantry, -but

dlﬂ rot seéuyre DIFFENBACH as instructedy % 17304, there was 4 unit

commanderg! mﬁptlnv at the CP QC "BY af GLOS—TEP“VTJ TF: LAGREW was

ordered to attack ZZ2070CA in two codeps' one eolaﬁﬂ (&ﬂvth) passing

threugh TF WORATST advanein g or: PUTTRELAT 4E on road w7k, the other celumn .

(nopth )'?Giﬂcr through ‘TT”T"ﬁ, LEYVITLLER AND east to ST -JEANSROHRBACH.

TR MIAREST was to move into pesition just east of HELLIMER and to -give -”.

TP LAG.'W's south colvmmn a bose of fire while raesing thro she A Yarge

crater in the road west of HELTIVML': had to be repaired hefore TF LAGHAW

doulé pass throuzh, This poirt was under cm.stont fire from the enemy
and esngineers had fo wear flak suits while rpnniring the road.

At 090CA, rF LAGREWYs soiith col'mn was held up by lm@wn brldLe hetween

BLLIMED and DIFFENEACH-LES-HELLIMER. A by-pasfs was made and the eolumn
conti med.the advance esst to the RJ juast east of town- when column_came
under direct AT fire from woods 1f kilometers northesst of DIFFENBACH-:

LES-HELIIMIM, Thés town had not been taken and secured as f&ﬁwltao and.

and enemy Infantry and tanks caused conslderable trouble until elsaﬁa& aut

I ]
SR D]
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About 104SA TF LAG EW's sovth column had DIFFENEACH-LES-HELLIMER sur-
rounded and had knoeked out three enemy tanks while losing two of their
own. The lesding elements continued to recelve direct fire from the

high ground northeast of DIFFEN: ACH-LES~HELLIMER. TF LAGRES's north
column by 10454 wa:s clearing the high ground north of HELLIMER and by
11004 was 1000 yards nerth of HELLIMER. At 1140Am the column had reached
th RJ south of ALTRIFPE. There was very little oppositior srd the col-
umn continued northeast bo LEYVIELER and by 13u5A the town was clear

and the column continued townids ST JEAN-ROHRBACH. At 1515A, the leading
elements of the north column were 00 yards from cbjedtive AND BEADY

to go into town. AT Fire and FA fire was recelved ac column went Iinto
town, but by 17002 the town was takern as well as £y bridge Just west of
town. The south column eontinued to receive direct AT ard SA fire from
the woods about two kilometers to the front. The south column could

not advance owing to blown bridges and was ordered to establish secur-

ity for the night. AT 1400A, TF FOAHEST reverted to CC "A" control for another

mission.

TF WALL sent a force tc clean out the woods 3 ilometers northeast of
DIFTENBACH-LES-HELLIM™R, The force moved out at OBOOA and went through
the woods meeting no opposltion at all, arrarently any remalningenemy
had moved out durlng darkness. The remainder of the command pdus at-
tached elements of the 13uth Infantry CT reorganized and prepared to

continue the attack on 2% Hovember. The ccomposition of the command was
was as followst

737th Tk En

1st Bn 134th Inf Regt

8d Bn 134th Inf R_gt
15th Tk Bn

50th Armd Inf Bn

Co B 603d TD En

o C 603d ID EBn

Go F 86th Cav Ren 5q Meecz
Btry B 777th AAA En

Co A 5th Armd Engr Bn

1 Plat Co A 60th Engr Bn
Det 990th Treadway Br Co

At 15004, FO/%6 was issued Tor Lhe operation on 24 November., Task forces
were composed as follows:

KROSCHEL) IE_#2 (LAGREW)
%%E%%Eﬁj?tn TRBn th Tk En

1st Bn 134th Inf Regt 3@ Bn 134%th Inf Regt

Co B 603d TD Bn Co € 6033 T Bn (=1 Plat)

lst Plat Co A 60th Exngr In Cé A 25th Armd Engr Bn
GosiATE (- 1 Flat)

$58680 TSR IRETRVEREEIRTNS

1st Plat Co 4 Z5th Armd Engr &n (reinf)

2 Secs Btry B 777th AAA Bn

7 LI CCB RESERVE

50th Armd Inf Bn Security rFlat Co C 603d4TD

Co F B6th Cav Ren 8q Mecsz Btry B 777th AAA Bn (-)

1 Plat Co C 603d TD Bn et 990th Ireadway Br Co

1 Sec Bkry B777¢h AAA Bn

FA Broup RILEY to support a:z follows: 161st FA Ba in direct support
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of TF #1, 128th Armd FA Bn in direct support of TF #2, 696th Armd FA
Br in general support and reinforeing fires of 161st FA Bn and in direct
support of TF #3 when committed and the 212th Armd FA Bn in general
support reinforeing fires of the 188th Armd FA Bn. The combat command
was to attack at H-Hour 24 November in two columns to seize PURRELANGE
and BEMERING. TF #1 to take REMERING and TF #2 to take PUTTELANGE
with TF #3 followling TF #7 on order, ready to support either task force or
occupy objective. The assembly area to be in the vicinity just west of
HILSPRICH. During the night the enemy drove elements of the 137th In-
fantry, 35th Infantry Division from HILSPRICH which caused plans to be
delayed due to the fact that HILSPIICH had to be retaken before units
coudd assemble for the initlal jump-off. Therefore, TF #1 was ordered
to move to attaek positior and take HILSPHECH on 24 November and TT #2
at C0's request was permitted to make a limited objJectlve attack to secure
the CR 2000 yds east of 3T JEAN-ROHRBACIH so thsat a bridge counld be in-
stalled over the AT dlteh in that vlelnity.

oh TF #1 started movkng to attack positions at 1030A. The attack was de-
layed until 1300A because difficult terraln prevented them getting into
initial attack position. At 14104, the leadirg lei: elements of TF #2
were just west of the CR while the elements of TF #1 were recelving fire
from vieinity of HILSPRICH. At 1450A, TF #2 was progressing satisfact-

orily and was about one-=half way through the forest goirg towards the CRH.
They were receiving moderate S/Afire. At 1515A, the leading elements
of TF #1 were irn west edge of HILSPINICH and were recelving some fire.
Other elements of TF #1 were 400 yards north of HILSPRICH. At 15204,

elements of TF #f had crossed the AT ditch west of the erossroads and had
established a bridgehead to cover brideging operatlions during the night.
At 1545A, elements were reported to be entering HILSPRICH and by 1615A the
town had been cleared of the enemy. The CP remained in HELLIMER AND
plans were mdde for a contlnuation of the attack -n the followlng day.
During the nlght a Bailay brldge was placed across the AT diteh.

5 The attack on FUTTELANGE and REMERI'CG jumped off at 1000A. And at
10454 TF #2 was held up by large crater in road east of AT ditch. As
the leading tank company deployed and started around the crateg they
came under exceptlonally heavy artlllery and mortar fire as well as
girect ripe from large caliber guns, believed to be 150mm. Two tanks
recelved direct hits and three tanks became mired in the mud. The re-
malnder of the tunks withdrew to defiladed positione.. The infantry
could not advancé east of the crossroads because of heavy fire and
moved southeast towards REMERING and assisted TF #1 in tsking thelir
objective. TF #1 was in southeast edge of woods east of HILSPRICH
golng towards thelir objective, and everythi g went smoothly until 1130A
when they began recelving heavy artillery fire. At 1145A, they were
held up by mines in the woods rortheast ofHILOPRICH. At 1°40A, they were
recelving neavy fire from plllboxes in the viecinity of BETTERING and
HOLVING and were slowly working thelr way through the minefield. At
13054, TF #1 had two coupanles of infantry moving into REMERING and had
one company of tanks govering the CR at RICHELING by fire. The CP CC
"B" moved toc the barrucks at ST JEAN ROHRBACH.

6 The combat command's mission was changed to cne of a defensive nature
owlng to the water barriers opposing us. TF WALL, wlth one Seec Co C
603d TD Bn, to ceccupy the line from 1000 yards northeast of ST JEAN
ROHRBACH, through CR 2000 yards northeast and around to irelude REMERING
tylng in with CC "A"™ on the north. TF HROWN with one platoon of medium
tanks 15th Tank Battallon and one 3ectlon Co C 603d TD Bn to occupy the
the line from scuth edge of REMERING through HIRE .CH and southwest abcut

\
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2000 yarda, tying in with elements of the 320th Infantry on the south.
The remalinder of the combat commant to remain in reserve at 5T JEAN
ROHRBACH prepared to reinforce either taszk force whth tanks or TD's as
required., The CF CC "B" remalned in its present loecation.

27 Maintenance was stressed throughout the command while the division re-
malned on$ the defensive. The 737th Tank Battalion, the two infantry
battalions, 161lst FA Bn and one plat Co A 60th Enginser Battalion whiech
were attached eto the combat command, were relieved byt remained in
position awaitlng movement ordsrs. The ilitth Ammd Inf Bn with Co C 68th

- Tk Bn, 1 Plat Co D 68th Tk Bn, 2 Plats Tr B 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz, 2

FPlats Co C 25th Armd Engr Bn, Co A 6034 TD EBn (-2Plats) and 2 Seecs Btry

A 777th AAA BPn was attached tc the combat command., The composition of
the command 1s nowt

15th Tk Bn
Dth Armd Inf Bn
th Armd Inf Bn (-1 Co) (Plus attachments)
Co A 25th Armd Fngr Bn
Co B 603d TD Bn
Bbry B 777th AAA Zu
Co C 603d TD Bn
Co P 86th Cav RCH 8g Mecz

Patrols were sent out durling the night to frel out the enemy strength
aldng the front.

PA Co C 66th Tk Bn, which had been with the 44th Armd Inf Bn, returned to
the 68th Tank Battalion. feorganlzation and malntenance continued through
out the ecombat command, Patkcls were again sent out during the night.
The 737th Tank Battallon moved out of our aréa. Artillery fell in the
vieinity of the CP CCE during the night.

29 Co C 4lith Armd Inf Bn, whileh hsd been with CC "A", rejoined the 44th
and the balance of tne attachwments which came with the W4th were released.
Co A 25th Armd Engr Br. was releived and Co C £5th Armd Engr Bn was attach
ed to the combat command as of 28 lovember. The remalning elements of
€T 134 completed thelr move out of our area. TF WALL EXTENDED HIS LINE
to the north by moving one company to DIFFENEACE-LES-PUTTELANGE, after
patrols had found the town completeiy free of enemy the night before,
This move wes made dismounted because of a blown bridge and craters
in the road leadirg irtc the tewn from the south. Patrol activity con-
tinued to tha sznst after dsrk to probe the enemy posit ons, determine
thelr strength and locatlon. Maintenance of vehleles, care and eclikaning
of equipment arnd rest of personnel continued to be stressed. Enemy
artillery was 1light and sporadlic in all arescz,

c Ko change, excart t'at ensmy -rtillery lrereased late in the afternoon.

Our Casualties for months Personnels: KIA 41 EM 4 OFF
WIA 241 EM 3 Off
MIA 18 B

i Knocked Out Recovered & Hep Iotal Logt

AG's 3 1 2

M Tks 4 16 8

L Tks 8 £ 2

Ib's 6 3 a

1/% Tous 6 2

HI's ] 3 =
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Yenicular:  Kpocked tut  Hecovered & Hep  Iotal Lost

2% Ton Trs 2 o 0
Trailers 1 1 o

30

Enemy Casualtiesti

Frisoners of WaSeesesconeess s 502

- Eilled and WoundeQessssssssssinknown
12 Mk 4 and Mk 5 Tks Enown
17 AT Grtms...................Eﬂim

l EAﬂ.'..."............--.

hisc vch'.‘-................. ?Knnwﬂ

CEORGE W HAEAD JH.
Colonel Cavalry
Commanding



HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND "B"
APO 256, U 5 ARMY

1 January 19%5

SUBJECTs ACTION Against the Enemy for the Perlod 1-31 December 1944

) 1+ Commanding General, bth Armored Division, APO 256

-.-i'

l., %The following report 1s submitted of the action of Combat Com=-

mand "B" against the enemy for the period 1-31 December, as reguired by
AR 345-105, C3.

DECEMBER 1944

1 The beglining of the month found Combat Command "B in a defensive
position southwest of PURHELANGE, with TF EBAOWK HOLDING A SECTOR ON THE
south and sout east flank of the combat command zone, maintaining con-
contact with elements of the Z6th Infantry Division. TF WALL econtinued
to protect tne north sector of the command, maintaining contact with
elements of Combat Command "A" and aggressively patrolling 1lts sector.
The remainder of the combat cemmand remained in rewerve at ST JEAN
ROHRBACH prepared to reinforce either task force with tanks or tamk
destrowers, as required, The CCE CP remained in its present locatlon
in the barracks at 5T JEAN AOHREACH. The command contirnued to stress
maintenance and rest of Lersonnel. Enemy artillery increased during
the day. The combat command was composed of the followlng Lroopst:

15th Tk Bp

50th Armd Inf En

Wth Armd Inf Bn

Co C Z5th Armd Engr Bn

Co B €603d TD En

Co C 603d TD In

Co I &6th Cav [len SgMecz
Btry b 777th ALA Bn Hees

™o

Un the night of -3 Decamber, elements of the 134th Infantry Regiment

and elements of the 320th Infantry Hegiment relleved elements of the
combat command holdlug the llne, vielnlty of DIFFENEACI on The north to
ROTHFELD on the acuth. The 134th Iafantry Heglment relieved elements

of the 50th Armd In{ Bn and the 320th Infantry Reglnent relieved elements
of the W4th Armd Inf En. Upon réllef, the Yith Armd Inf Bn and the 50th
Armd Inf Bn reverted to Combat Command "A" for future operatlons.

s Combat Command "B" remalued in Its preszent location prepared to move
through the 35th Infantry Divisicn zone Lo the northeast and attack
Division objectlve from the scuth. In thls event addltlional troops
would be assigned. The combat coumand consisted of the 15th Tk En and
Btry B 777th Aia Bn (=1 Plat). CCBE CP remaived at the k® barracks at
ST JEAN ROHABACH. Co C 603d ID br and Co C S5th Armd Engr Bn reverted
to Reserve Commsand lo place.

L ro charge.

a1

The Commanding Officer was called to Dlvision Headquarters at 1100A
to discuse futmre operstione of the combal command. Combat Command
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"E" Headquarters with Etry B 777th AiA Bn (=1 Plat) moved from from

ST JEAR ROHREACH through DIFFENBACH-LES-HELLIMER then north through
LEYVILLER, VALEITE to HY N56, then west to BARST-MARIENTHAL, closing
there at 1300A. The 86th Cav Hen S5g Mecz was attached to the combat
command and began making reconralssance preparatory to the rélief of
dkdments of the Second Cavalry Group on the north of the XLL Corps zone.

8«3 and 8~ visited Division Headguarters during the morning to work

out arrangements for blliets and service parks and for the movement of
the 15th Tk Bri. The Commanding Officer and 8-3 visited Division Head-
quarters durlig tne day. The 3-3 accompanied G-3 to the CP of the 5th
Infantry Division and the 8ixth Cawvalry Group to discuss plens for the
rellef and tiein i elements on the north flark, The 15th Tk Bn moved
from ST JEAL HRUARDCH to HENRIVILLE. The 86th Cav Hen Sq Mecz continued
with recomtialssance of the area for future movement to relleve elements
of the SBecond Cavalry Gembat-eemmasd Group., Co C 691st TD Bn was attached
to the combat command. Co F 86th Cav Hen Sq Mecz reverted to squadron
control. Plang were made for felief of element=z of the 80th Infantry
Division and the Second Cavalry Group by the &6th Cav Scn 8q Mecz and
the 44th aArmd Inf BEn. fdelief was to be made effective durirg the day of

7 December. VPlzns for artillery fires were (discussed with the artillery
commander.

The Y4th Armd Inf Bn was attzched to the ecombat command. Elements of
the Second Cavalry Group were relieved by the 86th Cav Hen Sq Meez

in its zone, a portion of whkeh was irn Germarny proper, and elements of
the 80th Infantry Division were relieved by the lth irmd Inf Pn in 1its
zone, 7The wmission of Combst Command "B"™ was to conthin SAARBRUCKEN

in the sector extendi g from BMMERSWEILED south through ROSBRUCK, MURSBACH
COCHEHEN and THEDI G, with the 44%th Armd Inf Bn (reirf) on the right
{south) flank and the 86th Cav %¢en Sq Mecz were each reinforced wlth

one platoon Co C 691st TD Pn an the 4hth Armd Inf Bn by one recori-
nalssanee platoun 691st T Bn, Co C 691st TD Pn (-) was attached to

to the 15th Tk Bn.¢&-3 The 15th Tk Prn moved [rom HENRTVITLE to
FAREBERSVILLER. A reconnaissance was made for fliring positions and
routes and one medium tank ecomrany w28 ~laced in Alreect support of the
66th Cav Ren S5g Mecz at ROSLA CK with on meddum tank company in.direct
support of the 4kth Armd Inf Bn 2t THEDII G. The 1F3d FA Group 8

in direct support of the combrt cemmand. The cther medhum tank eompany
and the light tank compary were to ~emain in the vicinlity of HENRIVILLE.
The 5=3 made eontact with the Secondand Sixth Csvalry Groups in regard
to the relidf and tie-in by the 86th Cav ARen Snq Mecz. The Tx Ovisited
elements of the 80th Infantry Livisior in regard to the relief and
tle-in by the “4th Armd Inf Bn. rlans 4ore nade for the movement of the
CP from its presant _ocation on the morning of £ December to FARFEERSVILLE

€C "B" CP moved {rom BAAST-MAATLNTHAL east on Hy 56 turning north
through CAPPEL, HENRIVILLE to FAREBEHSVIILER, closing there at 1000A.

Un this move the comb 't command passed through the maln defensive posi-
tions of the MAGILOT LIME. A unit commanders! meeting was held at 1300A.
The following points wcre brought out at this meetirg: Medium tank elem
elements of the 15th Tk Bn were rot to be used unless cleared through
Gombat Command "B". The mortar platoon, 15th —em-Sq-Hesay--The-assauld
guR-srateony-Libth-Conmend Tk Bn was to be attached to the 86th Cav

Ren Sq Mecz. The assault gun platocn, 15th Tk Bn was to be coordinated
wilth Artillery Comms' d 1f needed. A minimun number of men were to be

¢ line ard a maximur pumher in billets. Alsc, malntenance and tralning
of new men was to be stressed; saritation to be watched also a striet
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| paliey of ronOfraternization with eivilians, Day and night patrolling
%o be aggresslve with as many rew men being trained as ;ossitle. PFre-
paration and proper briefing of patrols to be emphasized. All defen-
slve fires to be tied in. Patrol getivities to be reported to this
headquarters for coordilnatiorn with units on the right and the left.
The CG 6th Armd Div visited the CP during the afternoonr to discuss the
tie-in of the outpost line and to make awards. During the day, the
Comma~ding General made awards to officers and men of the 15th Tk Bn,
W4th Armd Inf Bn and 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz. The followlrng PW's and
dlsrlaced personnel were evacuated:
86tn Cav Hen Sg M

¢ Erench

¢ Spaniards

¢ German Soldiers

1 Italian Degertar

hth Armd Inf Bn
Sertians
Higslans
3 Yugoslavians

9 ¥o change.

10 5-3 visited the Ies=rve Commard toe disenss the tle-in of the 4i4th Armd
Inf Pn. The Command O0fficer attended a unit command=r' meeting at
Division Headquarters at 15004,

11 Ko ehange.

12 A conference was held with the CG 6th Armd Div and Co Second Cavalry
Group this morning. Orders were recelved from the CG 6th Armd Div that
the 44th Armd Inf En would he relieved on 15 December by elements of the
Jecond Cavalry Group. At the same time the 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz would
be attached to the Seceond Cavalry Groap.

13 No change.

14 The Zommaniing Offlicer and the 3-3 attended a maetirg the CG 6th Armd
“1v, at which tlme 1t .as a jounced that the Seecord Oavalry Group would
now relicve elements of the 6th Armored Division on the front. Also,
effaective immedintely the entire sector would Le turned over to Heserve
Command with the 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz, 9th Armd Irf BEn and the 69th
Tk En belrg sed n the 111 2, va Y4th irmd Inf Bn reverted to Combat
Commaid "A" and the 86th Cav Ten 3g Mecz and Co € 691st TD Bn reverted
to ileserve Command, while the 68th Tk Bn reverted to Combat Command
"BY" gcontrol. The ecomba command was composad of the followlng troopsi

15th Tk Bn
€¢8th Tk Bm
Btry B 777th AaA Tm (-1 Y10t}

The relief of elamants by the Ressrve Command would te effesetive 15
December,s At t.1s meeting i1t was also anncuneed that the 6th Armored
Division would Le (laced under the LLL Corps, with the miasion of con-
taining SAAEBRUCKEN. The effective date of release Trom *LL Corps

was not an ounced. Tre 15th Tk Bn moved 1ts Cp from FAREBERSVILLER

to MACHEREN. Co D and service slecants of the 15th Tk Bn moved from
HEN. IVILLE to the same vicinity. The CP of the 68th Tk Bn moved from
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DIEBLING to the vielnity of LANING, with other elements of the G8th
Tk En moving to MAXSTAUL and ?Aﬂl-ﬁBF?SI'E. Maintenance of vehicles,

rest of personuel, training of new menm and test [irirg of new weayons
was to be stressed.

15 The combat command was relieved of its mission of protectlng the north
flank of the [ivislon zone. The 68th Tk Bn btelrg relieved within its
seater by the 69th Tk Bn. Upon relief the 68th Tk Bn moved to its cew
location. The Coumandi g Cfficer atteded a meeting at [ivlision Head-
quarters and was giver the responslibliity of preparing 3 demonstration

_ of an attack oo a iortlliled positica. The £=3 Alr left fer Ftaln,

France to sperd a few days wlth the 36.d Fighter Group 1ir order to
beeome more familiar w~ith the methods of alr suprort durlng cperations.

16 The 6Bth Tk Fi. was relieved from the combat comrard and the 4W4th Armd
Inf Bn was assigned. The “4th armd Inf En remained in its present
location. The latoon from Eattery B 7/77th AAA Bn relolned 1ts battery
and the battery reverted to btattslion control,.

17 The £E6th Cav hen £q Mecz (-Tr A) ard Co C and twe reccrnalissance platbons
Hq Co 691st 1D Bn Towed were assigned to the combst command. The 86th
Cav Ren 8q Mecz (-~) was reinforced with Co C 691st ID Bn (-1 Plat)
and one platoon of reconnalissance from 691st TD Prn. The 44%th Armd Inf
Bn was reinforced with one platoon Co € 691st TD Bn and one platoon
of reccrnalssance from 69lst [U Bn, The combat ccucend went into the
line it held earlier ir the month with its trocops ir the same location
they occupled préviously, ie, E86th Cav Fern Sg Meecz or left, With Armd
Inf En on right and 15th Tk Brp 1p support. The €956 Armd FA Bn was in
direct support of the 86th Cav den S5q Mecz and the 76th Armd FA Bn
was in direct suprort of the S4th .rmd Inf Bn, FA #39, Hg 6th Armd Div,
recelved conficrming the 6th 4rmd 1iv trarsfer [rom the XLL Corps to the
LLL Corps effective 16 December.

16 A platoon Co &4 o H armd Engr bn, which was to remain with 1ts battallon
but be ready on call, was attached to the combat command. Co C 603d
TD Bn (rei. £} was alsoc attached to the command while Co C 691zt TD Bn
Towed and two recornalssance platocns of Hg Co iieke-ves-te-Scke-glees
691st TD Bn were relievea. 1lune rellef on line was to take place under
cover of darkness. Une platoon Co U 6493d TD Bn was attsched to the
44th Armd Inf Bn and the company minus was attached to the 86th Cav BHen

5q Mecz., The Commanding Officer was ealled to Dilvisior Headquarters
to diseuss with v presentatives of the 4Zd Infa try Division arrangs-
ments for thelr relief of Combat Command """ on 11re. The dliscussion

was primarily about billeting arrangems-is ard ak$o to insure that the
L2d Infantry Division get 1in properly anrd to facilltmate thelr movement
in any way possible, Artillery and mortar aclivlity increased consider-
- aply in the vieinity of MOSSBACH. During the houms 1200A-160CA this
area recelved 157 rounds of mortar fire. No casvaltlies were reported.
Uther front line areas in our sector recelved nl, light sporaflie

artillery. B86th Cav ien Sq Mecz picked up two deserters in the vielNity
of MORBBACH.

19 The 5=3% left for Etaln, France to spend a few ldays with the 36Zd Fighter
Group in order to become more famiiiar with the methods of alr support
during oparatio . The 6th Armored Division reverted To XLL Corps.

The B86th Caw Hen 8g Mecz and the Wth Armd Inf Bn sent out patrols of
platoon strength with the followlng missions: (1) to determine the
strength of the enemy i~ vicinity of OQETITING and FOREBACH (2) capture
prisoners (3) recounoiter possible routes cf approach and sult«bllity
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of Terrain in event we are ordered to attack in this area. The results
of these patrols were as follows: (1) Enemy occuples trerches ir vieinity
of OETTIYNG & FCISB/CH in avproximate comrany strergth with ohe man

every flve metars (2) rno prosoners captured (3) anproaches to OETTING
&suitable for tank employment providing tanks stay on ridges and move
slowly. Half-tracks ard wheel vehicles would find movement difficult

if not imvossible (&) bith Armd Inf Bn lost one man who was wounded

and presumed captured by the snemy. Fnemy operatlons corsisted malnly

of sporadlce artlllery fire on front line troons and the towns of MORSEACH,
FOLELING and GUABLYING. Enemy in trenchos on werterrn ocutskirts of
CTTTING and FOREAC! ergaged our patrols with 8/A and mortars. Late in
the everlng considerable vehlecular movement in the vieinify of ORITTING
seemingly moving towards MORSHACH. Friendly ertiilery shelled suspected
arca and vehlcular activity ceased. 17 civilians were evacuated by

the YWth Armd Inf Bri from the town of GLABIVI'G. UNine of these civilians
ware formerly members of the CGermar Army, but had no informatlion of value.

Crders were recelved that the €th Armored Divisior had been placed in
the XV Corps of the Seventh Army. There was a marked decrease in enemy
artillery activity. A few rounds of artillery landed ir vieinity of
FOLY1LING, wvlelnity of MORSBE'CE and 1ln area north of Z0SBRUCK. Vehleular
activity was heard after dusk between MARINEA! and FORRACH. Elght white
flares were ohserved in the vieinity of FOHRACH durlrng the night.

Fotice was received that the 6th Arrored Divisior hed heern placed 1o

X Corps of the Third Army. At a conference with unit cormanders of

thls command plars were nade, to be carried out under cover of darkness
tonight, to straighten the FLE ard OPLA to effect a better coordination
between unlts and to lessen the nimber of parsonrel in front line posi-~
tiong. Enemy artillery remailr=8 light arnd sporsdic throughout the area.
Yehlcular activity was agaln heard in the wviclinlty of FORBACH. The

86th Cav Ren S5g Meez sert ovt patrols at 24OOA to determine enemy strength
southeast of FUGBACH and secure enemy identlfications,

Patrols were sent out by the B6th Cav Hen Sq Meez and returned without
anemy contaet, At 2200A, six-man enemy patrol approached CPLR in the

Ith Arm@ Inf Bn zone and the patrol wzz driver beck. Two of our men

were wounded, while the enemy casualties were unknown.

nits of Combat Command "B" contl-nad to hold the 1ine with 1imited
aggressive patrol activities. The enemy maintalned a defensive attltude.
Asalstant Division Commander, Ceneral Plerce, f the 103d Infantry Dive
islon, contacted CO JCB 1r regards to relievirg our elements by elements
of the 411 Irfantry Regiment. At 1500A. Ceclornel Ule and menbers of his
staff contacted our Coymarding Officer and made plana for relief of our
glemer.ts the followlig dar. The unit commanders =attached to Combat
Command "B" attendeéd this meeting and were nequainted with plans for re-
llef of their respective units or 74 December. On the ight of the Z3d
the enemy flred harrassirg fires ir the vleinity of CCR CF., The Division
had been ordered irto an assemble area in the viecirity of METZ..

Helief of our elemen's commenced as scheduled. Tr U1 86th Cav Ren Sgq

Meecz ecommenced its movement to MET?” at 1015A. Hn & Hg Tr B6th Cav Hen

8q MECZ commenced its movement at 1115A. Hy & Hg Co CC "B" moved out at
12004 to METL vla ET ,VOLD on Hy N3, west through LONGEVILLE LES 3T AVOLD,
BOINVILLE-SUR-NTED, COURQELTL.ES-CHANSSAY to METZ. The With Armd Inf Bp
ves completely relelved at aprroximately 14104, ©6th Cav Ren Sq Mecz's
relief wa¥% finished at 150NA, The units moved to VETZ by infiltration.
The 5-3 Praceceded the 'inits with billeting partics from the S6th Cav
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Fen Sq Mecz and the 44th Armd Inf Bn with the purpose of securing
billeting areas for the troops., Guldes from billeting partles met units
and took them into thelr areas. CO CCB and his staff remained at
FAREEERSVILLER until the relidf was (ompleted. They left for METZ at
1600A. The 13th Tk Bn was left behind ih Divisicon Reserve to support

the 411th Infantry lHegiment in case Of necessity. Upon arrival in

METZ the combat comma d was to be constituted as followss

9th Armd Inf Bn
50th Armd Irf Tm
@6th Cav Ren Sq Mecz

Vine last of the Combgt Coemmand "B" unlts elosed in BLTZ at 203CA.

Coumanding Ufficer recelved word from the Commandling General of the
possibliity of woving rorth late In the afternoon or early on Lhe mormn-
ing of the 26th. At 1445A, Tr A 86th Cav Ren 3q Mecz, whiech had been
atchd to Division Heserve, closed In at MITZ, Division had made arrange-
ments for spare signal crews to establish bogus rets supplied with filler
traffic to take over nets when sllence was lmpused Lo decelve the enemy
as to our movement. At 1700A, the Commanding Offlicer and S-3 were called
to the Division CP for orders. The new compositiorn of The combat comm-
and was as followsy

d6th <av aen Sg Mecz (~Te ")

50th Armd Inf Bn

Wtn armd Inf Bn

e9th Tk BEn

- o u . 5Sth Armd [ngr Bn-

Btry B 777th Aif Bn

Co C 6084 TL Bn, reinf
The 1258th aArmd FA Bn and Lhe 217th Armd FA Pn were in genseral support.
The commarc was to marfh 260745A December Irom MiTZ to vieinity of
MEASCH, LUXBMECURG, portn of LUXEMABOURG CITY to an assembly aream in the
vieinlty of the 10th JS Armored Livision. The IF was to be at RJ
GCl0 and GCll east of MEL. then north through LUXEMBOUKRG CITY to the
assembly area. The order of marci was to Ye as foliows: 86th Cav Ren
8q Meez (-Tr D), ¢ Secs ah, wo 4 5th irmd Zmgr Bu, Co C 6034 TD BEn
reinf, 2 Secs AR, 50th Armd Inf i, B3 CC "BY, Btry B 777th AaA En (=),
Lhth Armd Inf B, Secs Ak and 63th Tk Br. éU yards interv to be
malntained beween combat vehicles with 9 minute irterval betwean march
gserials. Division artillery miius -31st Armd Fu Bn to follow CC "BY,
Lilaison was to ve malntained from rear to front. Units preceeding CC
"g" Headquarters will kheep lialsor off.czres +ith them, Those units in
rear of this headquarters will send liaison officers to this headquarters.
Bllleting detalls will leave at .60600A with CO& S-3 of this headquarters.
They will be prepared to meet unils on road and guide them to billeting
area. Complete radioc silsrce wlil be maintainred except radics will be
monitored and in case of enemy alr attack, "flash" system will be used.
Cerise panels will be Jlsplayed. Upon arrival in gssembly area, report
will be made to tils neadquartsrs shei units reached IF, cleared IP,
reached assembly area and c¢losea in bivouac.

6th Armored Divislon reverted to XLL Corps. CU & 53 billeting party
16ft METLZ FOH MiiAsCH, TUXRMBOURG and made cortact with Lhe Commanding
General at that point., Instructions were regeived that CC "E" wasto
relkdve the 109th Infaptry deglment of Lhe £Bth Infantry Division and
the 90th Cavalry Hfen 8g Mecz of the 10th US Armored Divisioi. The CP's
of the 109th Infontry Hegiment and $0th Cuv Hen 3g Mecz were located
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in STEGEr, LUXEMEOURG. The rsgimental and squadron commanders were
ccntacted by the CC & 53 and arrungements were ctarted irn diately for
thelr reikef as socr as poseible Ty elements of the combat command.
Ellleting rarties were :-riefed as to the seecters that thelr individual
units were to take over. Elements of Coikbat Command "B" made contzct
with corresponding elements that were to be relleved. Gildes were vent
back to brirg the units inte their reapective areas. Combat Command
YE" tock over the area unit by unlt and the same di=zposzition that was
held by corrasronding units that were or Iilre. Combat Command closad
in its area at 19304 with the advarce Combat Comrand CF loceted ut
_ SIEGLS. The autl-e sector waa glven to the Listh Armd Inf Bn and the
50th irmd Inf Bn with elements c¢f the &6th Cov ler Sq Mecx, tanks and
tank destroyers att-ched. The WM4th Limd Inf Pn was on the left and the
50th Armd Inf EBn on the right. Geldef was to be made as soon as prac-
ticsble. [During the night conslderable enem - artill-ry fell in the
vicinity of CCE CP. There were several vehlcular casualtles.

27 selief of the 109th Infantry leglment ard the 50th Cev Ren Sq Mecsz
effected. Combat Commald "B" assumed reaponsibility of the sector at
07454, Unit commanders meetirg wus lLield at 1200% at which time the
sector was lhi-organized as follows: 86th Cav [len 5q Yecz (- Tr D)
with one Flat Co C 663d TD Bn attached on the left ard the Wth ammd
inf Bn with one madiun tank company of the €9th Tk Bn and one platoon
Co C 6034 TD Fn, in the certer and the §0th Armd Inf Pn with one medlum
tark company of the &9th Tk In altached, on the right flark. The
1. 8th Armd TA B was ir support of the d6th Cav lon 9 Mecz end bhth
Armd Inf Bn while the '12th /rmd FA Bn was irn suprort of the 50th
Armd Inf Bn. Fites of thesae two artillery battalions wosampported by
the 1£3d FA Group. Changes ln compositior uard sector raut into effect
during the aftericor and night. Remalider of the Combst Command "B"
lleadquarters moved to STEGEL. Durlng the night approximately 150 rounds
of artillery £ell 1rn gsector held by the 50th Armd Inf Br. The sectors
held by the W4th Armd Inf En ard the Réth Cov Hen Sq Meez were guetguiet
with no enemy activity.

o8 During the morniig harrassiig enemy artiliery fire cortirued to fall
in the sector held by the 50th Amd 117 Br.., Ccntert wes mzde at our
CP by elements uf the Stk Irnfantry Divisbon, which were to relieve our
elemonts on the .ire. Two battallors of the 10t" Infantry Hegiment
W2re Lo relieve eolemes L3 on cur rigil sector., (ne battallion of the 24
Infantry Regiment was to relleve the W4th Ammd Inf Pr, Elements of re-
connaissarce 80t Irfantry Division to relieve the sector on the laft
held by the B86th Cav Hen Sq Yercz. Tilleting rartl s fror units sent to
recounoiter jositlc. = and ustembly ai'ea at 11%0A. Comrandlpg Cfflcer
Was called tc Bivision Headquarters at 1600A for a confecrenca. FKElements
of the 5th Infantry idvision sta-led relieving elements of Combat Command
I“ "EM gt 1H30A with the relief tc be completed by 290500A. Commanding
Offleer was luiormed of a meetlng to be held at Mvlslon Headquarters
at 290B00A, nes cumiosition of the combst command would be given for thelr
new mbssion, 411 elemnents of Combut Command "B" alerted to move to new
assembly area hy 917004,

s B i il
vonbal commands. Combat Command "BY was to mareh via ZTEGEN, MEDEARNACH,
LaAnDCHETTE, P vk g artiaOfl BE E—IT.!", HABAY-LA-NETVE '-‘-L-'.E]I}fﬂ, L':-;GLI‘.‘,'.;,
LELGIEM. The comosliior of the command was as followst

ot Tie dlvislon was tu nove to its new assembly ateo i PELGITM by thrse

50th Aixl Inf Bn
68tn Tk Bn
- Co A 25th Armd Engr En -
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Btry B 777th AALA Bn
Co C 603d TD EBn

212th Armd FA EBn in direet suprort of the commande The order of mareh
to be as followst

50th Armd Irnf En
68th Tk Bn
Hq CC I!TB'I'I
Co C 603d TD En
v SO A :5th Armd Fr gr En
21l7th jrmd Fa Hn

Two 5 ctiorg LA wilil, the %th Armd Inf u'[" "W ectio: AN with 7Pl2th
irmd Fa BEn and two sections with 6€th Tk Br and Etr“ B (- & Secs) with
Hg CC "B". CZPC oun ulr attacks. WMirimun radilo tfaffic toe be used on the
move. IP at 821779 on the road from FELFTACH to MERSCH, The 50th
Armd Inf Bn to reasch the IP at 1:CCA. I1iaison to be malntairned from
rgar to front. Re;opts to be sert 1r by conits: Wheno head reaches IP
ARLON and when closed in assembly =rea. The 6th Ar-ored Division wlu{
over to III Corps cortrol., The cormanc. elesed 1 its assembly area at
17504, CCB CP located =t LEGIICE, BELGIWM.

The Commandirg Offlicer, Ex 0 and urlt commarders made a reconneslssance

of the developmert aress and route thereto ond a lso covtact with elements
thet the combat cormiand was to pass through., The Cormanding Officer

arnd Bx O attendsd two neetings at Division lleadquarters déring the day.

A unit commanders' meeting wes held at CCB CP at 1800A, FO #78 was
issued by the combst command showlng the cormand attaewdng on the morning
of 31 Pecember tc the ro~thestt t'wough elements of the 101st Alrborne
Irfantry Divisic: with twe task forces abreast, TF CAVALL on the right
acd TF WALL or the 1eft, Comb t command "AM was to attack on the cight
of Combat Command "F™ and the 35th Irnfantey "igision on the rizht of

the divisieon. The comnosit on of L ¢ ocombat command was as follows:

67th Tx or
3ty Armd Inf Bn

Co T 6031 "D Br, rairf
02 4 5Eh \pmd e B
PLe: B 777%h &\\ ¥n (-}

The fallowlirg 15 the

TF LAVAL
Efth T Bn (-1¥ T. ~o)

- 1 1 Co)
o B 950th Arm® Ynfh ] 1 Tk
1st Plat Co C 653 TL An *d Zlat Co C 6034 1D Dn
31 Piat Co A . Dth ‘irmd Eag v—1st Fiat Co A ’EL‘ Armd Ingr Bn
angsr Bo
] >Ch TRALINS
Hg & Hﬂ Co C.B & Becu Tbry B 777th

Htry B ???th ARA Bn (=) AAN Bn
Co A tﬁth Armd Engr Tn (=)
Cc € 603d TD ®Pu (=)

FA Brouvp BILEY was to suport the cttack.



ﬂpﬁE
ki

IBEK 1944

Leuding elements of Combat Command "B" were late reaching the IP due

to the snow and icy condiltic: of the road. Avter T. WAL, had cleaced

the IP, two sultable by-passes were fow:d which enabkled the combatl command
Lo proceed on its m.ession, although .ate. ATter ciearing the I:, leading
elomeits were Lliocked by elemeuts of the 1ith US Armd Livision, therefore
the combat command was unable to proceed Lo the development area in time
to resupply and launch the atlack as seheduled, The Commanding Uificer
and 8=3 went Torward to expedlte Lhe movemeni of the counarce.e The
Commanding Cfflcei made contaclt with tie Commanclng Gegeral end 1t was
pereed Lo move the combal coumand LU an assenl.y area socuthwest oi Lhe
uevelopment area, nb which Lime the wils were resupiliev. ihids was

dune and the combau coudmatd cicsed 1o tluls area at 1430A. Contact was
egaln made with the Comnec il 2 (enerel. Due Lo tle hour ano necessary
timc for rvesupply, Combsat Commanu "E' was cirected to infiltrate the
compabnd Lo a deveiopment srea under the cover ol darkness and be prepared
¥o launch an altack coorainsted and in conjurction with Combat Command
"A" on 1 January 1645. Combat Commanc 'L" forward CF moved to BASTOGKE.
Leadlrg elements of the commard started roving forward to the development
srea at 1950A, CLBE CF recelved s few rounds of artiliery during the
right, with s few veuic.lar causalties resultlng.

Lur casualties for the month weies

Perzonnels
KIAIIIII‘II.'I..I

-'-iﬂlllt.l.uil.."—

;“I&'.Ciil..l'.iﬂlﬁ

Lo vehloular lossses.
knemy casualtiess

Personnek;
Prisoners of Waleeecseneed
Killed & wounded (Est)eeeuss52
yehlculars:
Mlec Vehlecleweeesveesl

GEC.GE W RLAD JHs
cojouel Cavalry
Couamanding



HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND "B"
APO 256, U 8 ARMY

2 February 1945

SUBJECT: aActlon Agaln:st the inemy for the Pseriocd 1-31 January 1645
TG i Commanding Ceneral, 6tL Arwored Divlslon, AU 256

1. The followlng rercort 1s - Pnitted cf the actl
B" agsliust toe eneny ioo the perlod 1-31 January, as r

F—

=i of @ombat Comsand
required by AH 3I45-1C5, C3.

£+ Tne beglnirl.g of the zonth fouud Coxbat Commarnd "E" clecsed in an
agsembly area Just ncrthieast of EASTCOGRZ. COUrders had been 1ssued for an
attack at CE8CCA, 1 January 124%5. The plac was to sttack through elements of
the 501st Parachute lLegirernt of the 101st Alrborne Division, thenm holding a
line generally north and south through BIZCHY, and selze the high ground generall
east of MICEANFE, CUB.ULLY and A'LONCUIRT,., Elements of the 101st Alrborne
Divisicn were to attack on cur l#ft {(north) flar: ard Combzt Command "A",
I 6th Armored Divisiorn, on cur Pight (south) fla k.

[ ]

3., The composition of Combat Command "B" on 1 January 1%4%5 and the
breskdewr into task forces wast

6fth Tk Om

5CtL Armd Inf br

Co C 6033 TD En, rel. f
w00 A T5th Armd Engr Br

Ltry B 7%7th AAA Bn (-)

= I'F #ALL

Ay i n ;tﬂ*JL—" -
68TR Bn (-~ 1 ¥ 1k Co) foth Armd Irf En (- 1 % Co)
Co B 50th armd Inf En Co 2 68th Tk Ern
1st Plat Co C 603d TL Bn ‘d Flat Co C €603d TD En
3d Plat Co A :5tr Avmd IEngr Dn 1lst 1lat Co A [9th 4rmd Engr
CCB oepboVE woB 1oATl S
hg & hq Co CCE « fecs Ibry B 777th AM4 Bm

Etr}- B -‘??t‘h. w'A En (—)
Cu 4 «5th arma Enge Br (-}
Co C 603d TD B (=}

Fi Croup RILEY was to susport the attack.

4, Chporologicsl everts for the rorto were ss follows:
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i | The attzek Jumpec off m: scheduled at OECCA and at 09104 leeding elements
were passipg triougl the 101st Airborne Division., 1F WALL 1loitlally
met nec difficudty, but IF DAVALL encou tered rachire gun fire in the
vielnity of BIZLRY, wuich by O940A had beer cvelccre. At 10004, TF WELL
was receiving LXA flre from woods south of railrcad, At 10304, TF DAVALL
was through BIZURY arnd was overloeking MAGERET. Foth task forces began
teceivioag direet flie from the woods crthwest of MOGTTET., At 11004,
IF DAVALL Jumpec off an attack on MAGLIIT. At 11154, elemerts of TI' WEALL
were at P602603. At 12Q0A, after securlrg MaCESET, TF DAVALL was re-
organizirg era corsolidabing ready to jush on to ol jectlve. Grnls re-
crgandzaticn was made dirfflicult by [ire recelved from dug-in AT gun
northwest of MAGLUAET, a8 IF . passed throvgh the woods about one
kilometer northeast of LILL Y, they cncountered extrarely stiff re-

Fidta
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glstance conslsting of interse small arms, mortar and artillery fire.
Captured 78th Regiment of the 26th VG Division. It was observed that
the enemy rushed up relnforcements cunsisting of iInfantry and tanks
to strengthen the Iine. TF WAL! continued to press the attack, but
made very little progress. At dusk they wlthdrew to the edge of the
woods and co. aclidated thelr rosgltlons for the night. TF DAVALL com-
rleted the reorganization of his forces on the outskirts of NAGERET?
He tied in for the night with TF 44i7.. A unit commanders' meeting was
called for at 19004, d.ring which limo the Commarding Officer wns informed
by the Commanding General thii le would ehsorb TF KE WEDY from Combat

e Command "A" and contl .e the attack to 'kr portheast, It was dzcided
that task force comnanders wousd Jump off thelr attacks a3 socom as
they had com L-tel, veorganized, bul rot "ator thea 1000/, The plan

of attack was coovdinuted with 1Clst Al vhorne Divislo- ard Comuat Com-
man. "A". Tr a BGth Cuv den 5g Mecz was assigled Lo Lhe combal command
at 1800Am but was not committsd., 171 prisoners were taken during the day
and an estimated 79 ensmy killed ¢r woundod., 5 4T guns (79mm or 88mm)
Wware desiroyed.

2 During the ight of 1 January enemy alr was active. The 50th Armd Inf
Bn, 6dth Tk Bn and the :1lth Armd A On were boybed and strafod durling
the night. At CLOCA, January, the enemy launched » counter-altack
agalnst tne 68th T "n in MGLiLT. OSome enem; troops sleccueded in in-
flltratlug 1nto the tow.:. The ..tack was cuccessfilly repulsed wilth
the asslatance of our artllilery (and with the coone-ation of the German
Ar Yorce whichh bombud gnd strafed Lhelr own Lroops). Strengtn of the
counter-attack was estimated to bYe u selnforced coinjany, luter revealed
to be tne lst Co 3M0th rusil! .- Bo, 3%0th V4 Div reinsfcrced Ly a heavy
weapons platoon and one acsaddt platoon. 7The Spth 4irmd Inf Bn recelived
a minor countur-attack carly o the moral.g of [ Januvary, This was
made by one piaboon from the 'd Yo 3M0th Fusillier Bn. Tilds attuck was
also repulsed. PW's from these two uttucks were the ir:t indication
that a new divislon had como Izto the line agaii st the corbat command.
The composltlon of the combit comman. for tue attack o 2 January was
25 follows:

50th o Ind Bn
<% N S T
69t Tk En (- 2o BY
Co 4 MWeth Armd Inf o
“r A 85th Cuv 'len =g Menw
v—iZo 4 5th Armd Shzr DBn
78 Flat Co C 75th .1 rgr .
1 Sec 7596th “dwy Br Co
Co C 603d TT Bn
33 Plat Co A 6034 TD Bn
Lry b 777th 4AA Bn (&)
2 Soes Liry A 777t nuone L
vo B 178th Engr € 3o (dliect supporct)

The composition of the three task forees wu: as follows:

TF WALL T pu¥hil
F'_L“EE o PR .

L

hoth Armd Inf b (=) Beth Tk Bn (=)

M Tk Co 68th Tk Dr Co 50th Arpd Inf En

d Plat Tr A B&th sav der G Plat 3o € £0zd TL Bn

2 Seca BiTy U 7770k AAA I'm 1 Sec Co A 79th Armd Lngr Pr

Plut Co € 6032 TD Pn S 3acs Dtcy P 77h ali
wrogt S0 & 5th A fx gr Yo <31zt . F. Erny direet support
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69§E Tk En E- Co B)

Co A With Armd Inf En

1 Plat Co C 5th Armd Engr Bn
208 Plat Cc A 6034 TD Ba
c53d AFA Bn, direct support

In a€cordance with the Commanding Offlcer's orders, TF WALL junped coff
the attack at 1C00A. Progress was good untll the latter part of the
day. The town of OUBQOUACY was captured and MICHAMFS entered st about
1500A. APout thls tine TF WALL azal. rerceiverd considarable dlresct AT
fire ang artillery and 1tor-icd fl-e £run the vicinity of BGDCY, from

the rallroad embankuert soothwaest of the btown aud from the woods due

east therenf., Pd's =evenled th it T Uil was opiotad hy remnnuts of the
26th VG DMv supre-ted by an sssault guc 'r; vhe 31 Pz legt, Pz Div,

as all as the 635th Zegt of the 3'#0th VO Div. Wiri g the attack, TF
Yaeh DAVALL gove dircet flras rort tz the vight fl.nk of TF JWALL.

TF KEENNEDY cleaned cut the large woodn east of MAGEAET without nuch
da1fficulty. UF D WL, advanced towsrds AATLONCOURT, LALONCOUGT, they

were sublected to 1rteinse dirsct {i-e frow ehEJy +~n.s and AL gpms (wnieh
vare vell camouflayed with whhte alrt) as well as JUd‘1 arma i{'re f rom
snemy infartry camomfleoped with vhite snow o \vﬁ. Thase leading elements
took severe punishment and altiiourh sup.acrtin zrii]?ﬁry rut hs vy con-

certratior or the towrn, they wvere 'maltle b q ‘¢ a foothold and were
forecad to withdraw to the Yi7h gro] d west '? nﬂu.. t duael, T." KEKNEDY
outpoated the pround galved durl: g the day ard tle’ 11 with Jombit Command
LLI

A™ on the right and tieé—ib—b* TT DAVALL on the left. TR DAVALL ( on
the kigh provnd west of AILC ) e=+1.Tiﬁ1b’ Lhis cLtpost line for the
nipht, tylng ir with TF WAl :1* the left, 77 Wal® wlthdrew iTom the area
ir the viecinity of MICHA'TS srd OULCURCY and tied irn |13 left flank with
the 501st Parachirte Heglment of the 101st 'irtorne Division. Excellent alr
guprort was re-rlved which wur very affective. Tr A P6th Cav Ren SBg

Meez was attoeked te TT UA'D te reinforce his 1eft flank and maintalin
contact with the 101st Alrberre Mvision. Total prlséners for the day's
operztior were 157. There w2 § U's WIA and an estimated 60 enemy
killed ar wourded., FEner; vehlcular losses were:s 3 Wk IV Tks snd B AG's
destroved.

Qther thar sporadlec srtillery -12 - rtop Mlte, there was (¢ enemy aection
duripg the right. In acecordsrce «1ltr the Commsnding General's plan

units on lilrae spert tre dz; ccer=nlid.ti-n thelr rositicns and eréanizitg
thelr defences, Arcut 16004 eravs artlllery increired to 8 lar,a degree.

TF waLL wac subjlected tc Nebelwe. fer fire. 't the same tlme the B01st
Parachute Regliment was subjected to a counter-atiack which drove in thelr
flank and esuscd Co & 5%h Armd Inf Fr te withdraw. The counter-attack
waes beaten off snd Co A resteorelitc origlral tosltion. 3 Pl's cleared
through medical charnels,

#ith the excepticn of =yporndle artiilery ard rortar fire, the ernemy was
inactiveuntil abeout M730A. At about 07304, thelermans agaln counter-
attacked with an estimnted tweo comvanles of infantry, supported by 6
tanks, from the vielrity =f BUTURCY asbPblde the rallrocad and hit our lines
at the roint where they were tied 1n with the 101st Alrborne Division.

Tha erantar-attacls was ‘~wtrr off ar ! had anhsicded hy TBOTA. ; large
umbker of c-sugltieze-o flieted uror the arem ., After 1 s ight

wﬂtlﬂr1wa tha erery roiu PICu with an estimated Lattallor iJ ntry

gsuprorted by £ tanks end eontimed to axert ~trong ‘:C:zrr‘ Tt Lne same

point. The bruntof this attack was borne by the 5013t Parachutenegiment.
Tha eremy subjected the frort 1l-etrgors ss;eclally thase of TF WALL to -hee
heavy time and tebelwerfer Tipre. It was daclded, due to the de leting
strength ofthe front iire troons, to shorten ocor front lires by falling
hack elightly to & better =rd wore secure position.
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The 101st Airborne Division agreed to thiszs and the 1line agreed uron ran
generally from FGY, southeast to the railroad, then Just east of BIZORY
ARD ALOIG THE HIGH GROUND WE' T OF MAGERET thence south to tie in with
Combat Command "A"., FElements of the 10lst Alrborme Divislon assisted
in eovering the withdrawal of the infantry elsments of TF WALL while the
tank elements, alsc assisting, completed thelr withdrawal at dusk. This
placed our front lires generally in the same area as when we Jumped off,
except for a much more faverable pasition in vlieirity of MAGLSET. At

a conference between the Mvilslor Commarder and Lha uD“'t-ﬂl'e Officer,

1t wag decidea Lhiat sat*e ~to wmile he m ?ﬂ ) 11 out 2z division reserve,
Battalion comzniiers era oot nd +n the P ~rpd told to orgzani=a as strong
A defensive nositlior ag rossible snd e ea mives and! Je o’ iti-ns for

defenza. wurine tne remaincer of the nidsbt onery scti ity we
slight. Krown eremyv veploulinr Jessen:  ~-Flpm Acts and 4 M TV
tarl s k1 ocked out,

Other than sporadic rhellirp, trne sector was rather oguiet ugitil about
17004, at which tire enemy 1rfentrr estim-ted to De arprorvimatsly a

a battalinr =mceomyanied by tarks, weve obsco-v 7 cordrg throu'! the woods
at Fbﬂﬁﬁﬂh, turring sovth Ltowarce }EN0595 ard theree ~lorg our front
lines. TF FEN-FLY's tarks tiTer clreet fire =t tre enemy colunt, knocked
cut two tanrks srd i Flicted sevrre osennities = tre erer irtartry.
urt111er} tAre was hleniy eftentiye In krpekiry ovt tuyo more tonks and
irflieting severs ecssusltiee wrich canend the erepy to “ithorsw, Later

8 PW stated thils ~ttock war r-de by the 34 Br ‘€th +0 segt, 1lc 858 (Hitler
Jugend) 1iv. OQur essvalties vo-e 1ight. tont 1Bz0h, arcther enemy
coclumn of tarksg, helf trorka arg Trfartees {1“*r0*1"1-n; twe companlies)
wera ohserved moving on the woaf elge of MWOOW alre southwest alorng
gur frrnt., Tarks took therm arder tire =nd ~ﬂ*1|L Ty noncentrstions

were nlacad om the rolumr., Heavwy posuslties were inflicted, neverali
vehicles were =at on fire ore the enemy forced to withdraw to the east.
During the latter rnart of the afterpoor there wacs zteady ircrease cof
artilliery and mortar flve avlnrg the frort llres ard ir the vicinity

of the corbat comrand CH. ot 71504, the ailtustion was well ir hand

and other thar enemy ratroles sno artillery =setivity, the sector was
reazopanig® quiet, frery ivfe fo0 ymeo obtsepved in vieirity of ¢-60g5056
F6O76CH and fonr enemv tay s 0 gied ity of PEMOIS9E at [0i0A. There
seemad to bhe s defirite kruild-u- »f enemy treoars in the vicinlty of the
above two coordinates. The town of BIVOEY, geou-led by TF WAL, Te-
celved Inteism artilicry and mn tar fire al] =frtoavrgor. A Delirol from
tha a%tn Tk rn rce.orier obrervl g ©io Tise- ta

(h]

#2 ard ore AT gun knocked
osut and arn emtils-wed U0 dend be marns 3 MO0 LT, Fter the=e initial
enemy attrebs, TF's ¢ i L mné FEI 1T} reported i:tensze enemy patrol

activity up to approximately LENII5A, At that tivre strong spgressive
probing thrusts were mndge by 4rt=rtry, suprorted by sevaral L ovs, re-
peatedly all alorg the front. Initlally, these thrusts were made on the
left of TV DiVa Ly ther worked to hias rvight flasl, then sg=ir tc his

left flank ard rack to the right. Finelly the e ery sidre3li-ned twwards
the right flink of TF tbe. 1 £X where thelr oblectlve scemed to he HIL11

513 {F598595). All urite wave ergaged ir 1 terss a4 heavy fighting
throughout the right anc committea all thelr reservea 1: order to holad
thelr pnsitiors. “everal times the snemv scererded in irfiltrating be-
pice our 1i1veu, but were 1i a.ly mopred up or driven cut. The enemy's
objective, 0111 513, was well ccontrolted by Ti K:' EEY's troops. His

light tarnks vcrrt-“-v"“e.br snd killled nr czrtuore? what wos estimated
to be an ertire erevy intantry comprany from the 340th Fusilier En,
Through Combat Commart "AYY TF TaHeW gsert ore ergineer platecr te the

asslstarce ard mlao covered hles et tlarnk with Ailrect tank :t1re, At

about ut“?uﬂﬁ the ensmy 11 a1|j withorew while out troops fipished mopping
upe FW's for the dsyy 38; Fw's cleared tnrough medical channels: 163
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Estimated enem)y kklled or wounded: 170, Known eremy vehicular losees:
4 ¥k IV tanks, 1 H/T and 7 AC's (75mm or over).

6 3d BEn 320th Inf Hegt, 15th Infantry Tivislcr, was assigned to the combat
command and dlrected to close 1n cur ares nné awalt further 1:structions,
By 1200A the units on line had compleated conselldating thelr rositions
and had rade the necessary re-adjustmerts. Other than sporadie artillery
and Nebelwerfer harrassing fires, the sector was gererally qulet, it
16004, alr opservation spotted eremy infontry as ﬂnb]ir: ir the morth-

sust sector of BOTS de JACQUES and Jur ariillary pluctd a 10T on this

- targst., Later, at about EGODA, a nliht pateal fro the @ch T& Bn pleked
up two ;risdners she staled tha he EYith Rggi:'LL 1 planned tc attack
th:t afternoen, =i that cut 137 lntlicte& s.oli heavy cazudlties, the

attaex w=s capncegled. T¥ DﬁHELL seitt out 2 night ;atrol rnortrewst of
BTZORY and they Intercespled and disperﬁeﬁ 4 four-man Go 4 patrol sbout
1300 meters northeast of BLZ0RT after which they retur es (o Liolr llines,
That was the only ~ontact made with the eneny durl-; the night. Up to
11°CA the szector remaired Jeneral:y quéet. Coomandi:g flicer calied a
meating of __q,uLL n cﬂwmahders and tentulive 2ans wrre discussied for
ﬂ’iﬂt ard wtion In the combat comman?t cetor. “The platoan of Co

B 25th Armd Li’r B furnished by Conbat command TR, reverted to ther SEPR
during the 442, Thate wit~a 2 PW's aa tured nd 2 Mk T Tanks destrvoyed.

7 ¥ ght medical s ciaws 4 La}tuTed Lth twn ambulahc¢s during the night
of 6=7 Jinuary 3ad ond half-triok o Agt oy “he day ouar
artlllapr positicr s received ﬂﬂﬂhlﬂ&fahig *Duﬂter*baftev; fir. At 16304,
TF KENNEDY reportad that 100 ere 2 finfartryien assenhtln; in the small
woods Fue ..orthemst of BIZoRY. ﬁ? | 7004, thery z obanrved irg to-

wards Mo hlch cmound moauthigs 4 MﬁGER:T L were suppﬁrteﬂ Df :nvujal

t*r&* 117y and direet tank g NI e a: automatic weapons'
fire, Ais peraﬂd this rttaecl and &rove i+ back. At rtoul tha same time
a-other =tt =1 '»  launched by the enewy «t the et e between IF
KEFENNERY's ri-ht 1o o T LAGREW's left. This aitack camo up elong
the rellrcad towa-ds NEFFE. Combat Comu ;nf‘ PA" re;orte two other
¢ourtar-attacks In their rler, The eremy sucveeded 1- ;fLetratir;

T LEEEEH" lines and oco.;lad the . r crelly east ol FFFiF whieh

el

nroduced a d-finlte thre-t KENNEEY‘ r+,;t Flank: Lurl.p a meeting

amorg divizior Jormarder Lm L i "V, 1% we iccic. d to

contair trhe oreey 1r thece wocds unt;l dawn her trr‘a -omman. “A%

would attack and re-e-tptlieh the Ifra., In tha o tiie, clements of

TF ¥FFLHEDY we~e hsrrass.ed by sew -‘ “Ipur tord: HL(P hat worked up near
E to cut liiesm.

1 t

thair farwar p el Bl Were Shoqtln iTec{ £1e i
i o 2t-1F dawn

The 68tk Tk Bn oo ¢ with the b?th TE T 1r tryl

thage trnls 1 * 21 1r te thio, 5 fr. destyoye 3 Lbtached to the
€uth ¢ Bn guccecded ir Knocking “IL bﬂﬂ tankangd d iﬁi“i off the others,
hot -ot until tre erery Yad siceceeded ir destroylng Lhlee tanks of the

=~

= 68th Tk En. Totn! enemy lcssns for th ddy were .5 follows:
72 = Pule elpnred theoeugh Med eher-els
9 - '3
¢0 = tnemy Killed or wounided (est)
Known eneny vehlcilur losges

R IV er ¥ Tarks

1 = velf-2t track Jostroyed
O - farhualance? ceptu ei.
B At O8I SA the 67th 1 i Tepc Le v X tt.ah 30 inkrod stoength which
ertiliery =r- alrecrfire frow cut tizc- LrokKe up, Hdpeuar, iay-=ral Aanks

gontir-ned t- perrozg oor frat lines and (1t was aome ti.e efure awr
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artillery, firing on probable locations, was able to force their with-
drawel. Combat Commane "A" attacked and restored thelr line by retaling the
the woods east of NEF.'E. Battallion commanders were called to Combat
Command "B" CP for a meeting in conjunctiorn with plans for reorganization
of our front. It was decided to diviue the front into two equal secbors.
The right sector was to be under the command of CU 69tk Tk Ln whose
task force wes to be composed of the following troops:

&€9th Tk bBn (- Cos A & B )
G K 33 Bn 320th Inf Hegt
I & BEIN eV Lol =g aetL
: -",Li:Lh- Wil LI\.;‘;}H |:IJ..Ill aald

= 1 vleb Co A 6934 1L 4r
1 Plat ¢o & .5th atod rogpe
£53d AF- Pn in di.ecl support
The left sector was to pe under Lhe comwand ol wne uo 30 ou 3 ivn Inf
Aegt, 35th Inf Olv and comoosed uf the followini troops:
3d Bu z0th [nf Jdeghk ( ~ Co K)
oo & =o49tn [k =i
1 Flat Co 2 ouid TL -n
1 ¢lat Co &  5th arfud wnige oo
clcth ARA Bn, direet support
Combet Command "B" {ezerve to De comrozed ol
0 [ Batn Ik 3n
Co C 6034 I0 Ba (=)
Co A& z5th Aermd Rngr on (—)
btry E 776 asiA Ep (=)
/76tn ¢A vn, ger support of the coumnand.
Btry B 777th AuA Bn (=) wa= given nisslons as fol.ows:
2 Bees with CoB Tralys
glry (=) to guard briugss
Co 24 Brn 320th Inf Regt was alrected to irnitiate recorraisczance at once
and to effect the relief of eierents of the 6&5th 1k Lo and 5Cth Armd
Inf Bn as oulckly as 1osslble =: poth thnezse norlts were crdered loto
Livlsion Feserve, it 1:304, the rellef oi the S0t Armd Inf Cn commaneced
and by 17154 1t was completed, Coumbal Command "."'s missic. for the
present was an aggressive def#nse. Thele were = [w's cleared trneough
medical channels= throughoul the day.
g ihe sector remai. ed guiet wuri: g the ight of &-% Janusry. By approxi-
mately 1340A readjustmert of the line we: completed and all elerents of
i the iire AHth Tk bn had veer lLaker. off the liLe, With the excepfion cf
- a li1ttle sroradle artillery and mortar fire, the forward ateass ~emained

quiet. I-ste in the afle:l.o i & conterence was held with commanders of
the Yth Arvored Divisior avo artrerpemenits wele nade for thelr elements
to attack through cur 1irwss the foliowing mortirg. Combal coamanders
and battalior eormanders Ifrem tne Lih Armored Livisicr met our task force
cormanders and they made a recornaissarce of the tront lires. TF KENHEDY
was to assist Combat Uommanc "4Y, Wth arroved ivislon in protecting
thelr right flank, Ly ui-ect fire from <1 wezpouns if recesssry. The
comu.osktion of Lhe combat commard uas ne Tfollious:

GUth Lk b

3id In iiOotb 1nl wegl (nlLahe)

Lo £ chth arme BLpr ol
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Co C 603d@ TD Bn, reinf

Btry B 777th AAA Bn (- 1 Plat)
Tr A 86th Cav Hen 8q Mecz

Det 996th Tdwy Br Co

There was one PW e¢leared through medical channels.

Other than harrassing fires from Webpelwerfer, artillery and 120Omm Mortars,
the night of 9 January was relatively quiet. UWth Armored Division units
passed through our lines as scheduled, beginning at 0900A, and launched
their attack, The Commanding General, 6th Armored Division, came to our
CP and told our Commanding Officer that in conjuntion with the 4th
Armored Division's attack, we would attack at approximately 140CA and
selze MAGERET and the wooés east thereof. At approximately 13004, the
Commanding General informed us that orders had been changed and that the
Lth Armored Division would discontinue their attack and withdraw through
our lines and that we would re-occupy our former positions, with the ex-
ception of maintaining an OPLR, 800 meters further to the front, tying
in with the 50l1lst Parachute Regiment. This OPLR was merely for warning
in case of enemy attack, when if would wilthdraw to MLR., TF ALEXANDER
and TF KENN'EDY Were given their orders to re-establish theilr line and
effect the tle-in with the 50l1lst Parachute Regiment, 34 Bn 320th Inf
Hegt tock 5 prisoners durinﬁ the day's operations and we took 38 other
prisoners off the hands of 4th Armored Dlvlsion units and evacuatéd
them. TF KENNEDY knocked out one AT gun, and blew up an ammunition dump,
with assault guns, in the northern tip of the BOIS ST LAMBERT. Other
than harrassing fires from 120mm mor$iars and sporadic artillery, enemy
activity remained negligible. One company from the 50th armd Inf Bn was
attached to TF ALEXANDER during the day since his elements were over=
extended. 1 @ PW cleared through medical channels.

During the day, elght tanks appeared on our left flank., Supporting
artillery knocked out two of these tanks and the remainder withdwew.

Otherwise the sector remained qulet, except for sporadie artillery fire.
2 PW's were cleared thru medical channels,

At 1130A, an order was recelved from the Division Commander t o attack,

on our left flank, to the lmmediate front and maintain contact with the
901lst Parachute Regiment on our left. The 50th Armd Inf En was re-assigne
and the combat command was organized into three task forces as follows:

TF ALEXANDER TF EKENIEDY

#8 ad Bn 320th Inf Regt (-1 & Co) 9th Tk Bn (- 1 M Tk Co)
Co A 69th Tk Bn Co K 3d Bn 320th Inf Regt
1 Plat Co C 6034 TD BEn 1 Plat Co A 603d TD BEn

1 R Co 50th Armd Inf BEn 1 Plat Co C 603d TP Bn

Tr A 86th Cav Ren 8q Mecz

e RESERV

Oth Armd Inf Bn (- 1 R Co) Co A 25th Armd Engr [n

1 Plat Co C 603d TD En Btry B 777th AAA Bn (=)

Co C 603d TD En (-)

TRAINS
2 Secs Btry B 777th AAA Bn
The plan of the combat command was as follows: TF ALEXANDER to attack
to immediate front and maintaln contact with the 501st Parachute Regiment.
TR KENNEDY TO HEMAIN IN position and support the attack by fire. TF WALL
to oceupy MLR fformerly held by TF ALEXANDI'R and tie-in with TF
ALEXANDER and TF KERNEDY for the night prepared to pass through TF
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ALEXANDER on order, Z1:th Armd FA Bn in direet szuprort of TF ALEXANDER
with the 253d Armd FA Bn 1n direct support of TF KENNEDY. The attack by
TF ALEXANDER was launched at 171%0OA and TF ALEXANDER's main opposition w
was small arme and automatle weapons fire with some artillery fire.frem
diveatien TF KENNEDY recelved some artlllery fire fomm direction of
MAGERET. At approximately 1B8B00CA TF ALEXANDER had reached his objective,
late 1n the day, the Commanding General arrived at the CF with new plans.
The Division objective was to be the high ground in the viclnity of LONG-
VILLY. The general plan of attack for Combat Command "E" was as follows:
TF WALL to pass through TF KENNEDY and take MAGERET and hish ground north-
east of town. TF KENNEDY to support TF WASS's attack by fire and cover
the west edpge of the woods with direct tank and AG fire. When the initial
objective was takern, TF KENNEDY was to attack and selze ARLONCOURT. Upon
selzure of ARLONCCOURT, both TF WALL and TF KENNEDY were to move onto the
final objective of the Division. They were to seize the BOURCY-LONGVILLY
ROAD with TF KENNEDY on the north and TF WALL on the south. Upon selzure
of the final objJective, task foreces were to consolidate their positlons

and be prepared to repulse any ccunter-attack. The composition of the
task forces was as follows:

TF_KENNEDY TF WALL
_&TH 69th Tk Bn (- 1 M Tk Co) 50th Armd Inf En (=1 R Co)

Co C 50th Armd Inf Bn Co A 69th Tk Bn

1l Plat Co C &03d TD En 1 Plat Co A 6034 TD BEn

1 Plat Co A £5th Armd Engr Armd Plat Co A4 25th Armd Engr Bn
£53d AFA Bn, dlrect support A 231st AEBA Bn, direct support.

TRATINS
2 Secs Btry B 777th AAA

Btry B 777th aAL Bn (-)

Of our previous attachments, Tr A 86th Cav Ten Sq Mecz and Co C 6034 TD Bn
(-« 1 Plat) and 1st Bn 320th Inf Regt were taken away by Division. There
were 19 PW's and 1 PW cleared through medical channels,

At OB00A, oral orders were 1ssued by the Commanding Officer for the attack
to take place during the day. Wrlttem orders, FO #19, was issued later

in the morning, confirming the previously issued oral orders. At 18454,
CT BYRNE (320th Inf Regt, 35th Inf Div) Jumped off., At 13HSA, TF WALL
JUMPED OFF AFTER CT BYRNEhad cleared, to make an attack on MAGERET. At
14154, TF WALL was receiving moderate artillery fire, but upon reaching
town some two hours later, artillery fire was greatly intensified, At
19304, TF WALL was still mopping up MAGIRET, which contained considerable
enemy infantry armed with bazookas in well concealed positions. Stubborn
resistance of the enemy caused conslderable losses to our infantry and
tanks and the town was not completely cleared until the following morning.
IF KENNEDY on the right flank furnished supporting fire for TF WALL, akdo
for TF LAGREW, of Combat Command "A", on the south flanke, The Army, III
Corps and Divislon Commanders visited the CP during the afterncon. There

were 32 PW's for the day and an additlonal 3 PW's cleared through medical
channels.,

Co C 50th Armd Inf Bn reverted from TF KENNEDY to TF WALL because of the
heavy losses sustained by TF WALL during the attack on MAGERET the pree-
vious night, TF WALL jumped off at 1035A to clear the woods and secure
the high ground directly east of MAGEAET. Initially, TF WALL met very
little opposition, but as he progressed, the oprositlon increased. TF
WALL's attack was supported by fire from TF KENNEDY, TF KE'NEDY remainecd
in position and he tied in for the night with CT BYRNE. 69 PW's were
taken during the day and 6 PW's cleared through medliecal channels.
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The Objective of the combat command for the day was to cut the north-south

highway from BOURCY to LONGVILLY, with TF KENNEDY on the north and TF WALL on

16

the south. TF KENNEDY was to malntain econtact with CT BYRNE on the north

and TF WALL was to maintain contaect wlth Combat Command "A" on the south.
TF KEINEDY was composed as followss

69th Tk Bn (- 1 M Tk Co)

Co A 50th Armd Inf En

Tr A 86th Cav Ren 8q Meez (-)

1 Plat Co C 603d TD BEn

1 Plat Co A Z5th Armd Engr Bn

TF WALL was composed as followust

50th Armd Inf Bn (- 1 R Co)

Co A 69th Tk Bn

1 Plat Co D 69th Tk Bn

1 Plat Tr A 86th Cav Ren 8Sq Mecz

1 Plat Co A 6034 TD Bn

1 Plat Co A 25th Armd Engr Bn w —HW-
TF WABE jJumped off at OB30A and met light opposition until reaching the
woods about 1% km east of MAGERET, where he was stopped by direct fire,
artillery, AT and heavy small arms fire. TF KENUEDY jumped off at C920A
and by 1130A he was in the woods south of ARLONCOURI. Two Tiger Royal
tanks were knocked out in the woods. By 1230A, TF KENNEDY was 1in
ARLONCOURT . Heavy small armd, artillery, AT and mortar fire were received
in $keARLONCOURT. §8ix Tiger tanks were known to be in the woods northeast
of ARLONCOURT. During the day 91 PW's were taken and 19 were cleared
through medical channels. There was an estimated 795 enemy killed or
wounded, 3 Tiger tanks, 2 SP B8mm AG's, 3-75mm AT guns and £-20mm AA

guns were destroyed. Combat Command advarice CP moved to MAGESET during
the morning.

|2 ol atosn
!

1st Bn 134th Inf Regt was attazched to the combat command. The combat
commgnd was to attack at 0930A within its zome, to selze objJectlve as-
tride BOURCY-LONGVILLY ROAD, initlally &n column of task forces. TF WALL
was to make the initial sssault to take combat command 1st objective
which was the woods east of ARLONCOURT, snd to be passed through by the

lst Bn 134th Inf Regt, 35th Inf Div, which would continue on to final
objlectlve. TF WLLL was composed as follows:

50th Armd Inf Bn

~ Plats Tr A 86th Cav Ren 8q Mecz ;

1 Plat Co A 25th Armd Engr Bn s - i ¥ plefern
TF CRAIG eonsisted of the 1st Bn 134th Inf Regt. All tanks were to be
under the control of TF KENNEDY wlth the misslon of glving support to the
infantry in their attack as reguired, TF KENNEDY was composed as followst

69th Tk Bn

Tr A 86th Cav Hen Sq Mecz (-)

1 Plat Co A 6034 TD En

1 Plat Co C 603d TD Bn o

1 Plat Co A 25th Armd Engr Bn wr 3= pleiocs

SERVE ARTILLERY
Co A 25th Armd Engr BEn (-) TF WATL - 231st AFA Bn
Btry B 777th AAA Bn (-~) TF KENNBDY - 2534 AFX En

TF WALL Jumped off at 09304, as scheduled. At 13304, TF WALL had cleared
the woods and consolidated his position prepared for further attack.
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After TF WALL had taken intermediste objlectlve about one kilometer ms
northeast of ARLONCOURT, the lst Bn 134th Inf Regt moved up into mpes
position prepared to ré@sume attack and jumped off at 14k5A, ad-
vaneing against small arms and direct AT fire to about one kilometer
short of the HAULSSEAU de MICHAMPS, halting and consolidating for the
night on the right of TF WALL. 1% PW's were taken and 7 PW's were
cleared through medical channels. The enemy vehicular losses werel
l1-75mm AG destroyed and 3-75mm AT towed destroyed. Combat Command
advance CP moved to ARLOFCOURT during the morning.

The combat command was to attack within zone to selze oblective ns-
tride BOURCY~LONGVILLY ROAD. TF WALL was composed as followsi

5§0th Armd@ Inf Bn

1 Plat Tr A 86th Cav Ren 8q Mecz
1 Plat Co A 6034 TD Bn

1 Plat Co A 75th Armd r Bn v
1 Plat M Tks (69th Tk BEn

TF CHAIG was composed as follows:

1st Bn 134%th Inf Regh

1 Plat Tr A €6th Cav Ren 8q Mecz
1 Plat Co C €03d TD Bn

1 Plat Co A 25th Armd Engr Bn
1 Plat M Tks (69th Tk En)

TF KENNEDY WAS COMPCSED AS FOLLOWS:

69th Tk BEn (=)
Tr A 86th Cav Rch 8q Mecz (-)
Co A 25th Armd Engr Bn (=)

CCB RESEHVE: Btry B 777th AAA Bn (-)
ARTILLERY:

TF WALL - 231st AFA BEn, direct support
TF CRAIG - 753d AFA Bn, dlrect support

Both TF WALL and TF CRAIG jJumped off at 08304, with TF WALL on the 1
left and TF CRAIG on the right. Considerable difficulty was encoun-
tered in south portiop of combat command zone, with direect AT flre,
tank fire, small arms and sporadic artillery, Contact was main-
tained with Combat Command "A" on the right flank and at 1015A con-
tact was established on the left flank with the 320th Inf Regt, 35th
Inf Div, one kilometer from objective. At 1130A, both# task

foreces were about 500 yards from final objective. Both task foreces
were supported by fire from TF KELNNEDY. By 15004, elements were §
just short of the obJective and positions were consolidated and dug-
in for the night. There were 13 PW's taken and 1 PW cleared through
medical channels, Enemy vehlecular losses weres l«75mm AT Gun
(towed) destroyed, 2 Tiger tanks knocked out and 1 Sherman tank
(captured) knocked out.

Beginnghg at daylight the command was relieved by elements of the
35th Infantry Division. By 11C00A, the rellef wgs completed., Troops
other than the é9th Tk Bn and 50th Armd Inf En, reverted to parent
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organization and the 69th Tk Bn and 50th Armd Inf En went into an as-

sembly area southwest of BASTOGNE for refitting and reconditioning. Com-
pat Command "B" advance CP retmrned to BASTOGNE,

19 No change,

=0 The Commanding General visited the CP at 1WOO0A to make plans for an at-
tack to the northeast by the division on 21 January. Combat Command "B"
was to attack in columns of task forces on division order, pass between
CT MILTONBERGER and Combat Command "A" and seize objective in zone. The
- Command wasg composed of the followling troops:

69th Tk BEn

50th Armd Inf Bn

1st Bn 134%th Inf Regt (atehd)
Co B 603d TD Bn, reinf

Btry B 777th AsA Bn (=)

Co C £5th Armd Engr Bn

The task forces were composed as Tollovrs:

EENIEDY TF ROOT

9th Tk Bn (~1 M Tk Co) 50th Armd Inf Bn (-1 R Co)

Co A 50th Armd Inf Bn Co B €9th Tk Bn

1 Flat Co B 6034 TD Bn 1 Plat Co B 6034 TD En

1 8Squad Co C 25th Armd Engr i-Flaet-Co-B-6034-TD-Bn

1 Squad Co C 25th Armd Engr Bn

IF_CRAIG g GCB TRAINS

ILst Bn 134th Inf Regt Co C 25th Armd Em ¢ Secs Btry

Engr B 777th AAA

Etry B ???th Ads Bn(-)
Co B 603d TD En (-)

The plan was as follows: TF KENNEDY to attack on combat command order

ornn right of combat command zone and seizes objective. TF ROOT initially
1o follow TF KENNEDY then moves to left of combat command zone and séizes
cbjective. TF CHAIG initially in rsserve to move on combat command order.
253d Armd FA BEn in direct support of TF KENNHEDY and the =z31st Armd FA En

in direet support of TF ROOT. PO #16 was issued at 200A confirming pre-
viously issued oral orders.

1 Combat Command "B" advance CP moved to WICHAMFS early in the morning.
At 0930A, TF KENNEDY jumped off and enccuntered a mine field shortly
thereafter, At 1050A, TF ROOT jumped off in rear of TF KENNEDY. Both
task forces met no oppositicn during the day, but the advance was slow
due to terrain difficulties, weathar and some scattered mlines. TIF
KENIEDY tock his objective at 1245A and continued attack to vieinity of
HOFFELT, LUXEMBCUHG and took up defensive positicn for the night north of
HGF-LLT. TF ROUT took the high ground north of TROINE, LUXEMBOURG and
then went on to take the high ground to the north of HACHIVILLE. TF ROOT

tied in on the left with the 1lth Armored Division and with TF KENNEDY OF the
right for the night, while TF KENV'EDY tied in with TF LAGREW on his right.
TF EENIEDY lost one medium tank and one 4 ton truck and had five men
wounded due to mines. Advance CP Combat Command "B" elosed in at TROINE,
LUXEMBOURG during the afternoon. TF CRAIG was in reserve during the day

and clesed in at TROINE at 2115A. Tr B 86th Cav Ren 8q Mecz was assigned
to the combat command.
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22 The combat command continued its attaek to the northeast early in the
morning. Both task forces Jumped at 0815A. The gohng was diffiecult be-
cause of snow, streams and mine flelds., A%t 1115A, TF ROOT had run into
a dead-end trail and was reconnoltering for another passable trail,
At 1135A, TF KENNEDY ran into a mine field 1200 meters southwest of the
cbjective, At 1145A, leading elements of TF KENNEDY encountered enemy
infantry. By 1235, TF ROOT had found a new route and was moving up to
glve suprort to TF KENNEDY. At 1255A, Tr B B6th Cav Ren Sq Mecz was sent
to the north to make contact with elements of the 11th# Armored Division
and 17th Airborne Division. At 1600A, the task forces were advancing
on thelr objective, BASBELLAIN. One Infantry company from TF ROOT and
= cne infantry company from TF KENNEDY moved in on objective, but stheam
erossings and terrain prevented moving sufficlent tanks ané tank destroy-
ers for necessary supp rt. It was necessary to withdraw the infantry
from the town, with the exceptior of patrols which were to remaln and
make reports of any developments., No enemy was encountered in BASBELLAIN,
but there were booby traps and mines., All bridges across the streams and
rallroad short of the objective were reported to be blown. Heconnaissance
elements from TF KENNEDY were sent south to make contaet with TF LAGREW,
Combat Command "A". TF CRAIG remained in reserve and moved to HACHIVILLE

during the day. Combat Command "B" CP moved to HACHIVILLE. There were
6 PW's taken during the day's operation.

23 During the morning, CO 1lst Bn 134th Inf Regt, his company commanders, CO
69th Tk Bn and CO 50th Armd Inf Bn reconnoitered the terrain on the enemy8
front, in order thatall task force commanders might be familiar with the
problems facing them. The engineers made further reconnaissance of routes
and condltions of crossings to insure that every effort be made to have
a crossing for tanks avallable. They completed constructing a tresadway
bridge by 1600A and discovered one other bridge in existence. The task
forces of Combat Command "B" held thelr positlons for the day prepared
to continue the attack on order, CT MILTONBERGER passed through Combat
Command "B" at 1300A to resume attakk to east to seize town of BASBELLAIN
and bhigh ground to south and east. There was 1 PW for the day.

cn

TF CRAIG was relieved from Combat Command "B" and attached to Combat Come-
cand "A" for the day's operations. The platoon Tr B 86th Cav Ren 8q Mees
waarecalled from its contact mission with the 17th Alrborne Division and
rejoined its troop. TF ROCT and TF EKENNEDY pulled back from thelr posi=-
tions to an assemble area ir the vieinlty of HACHIVILLE prepared to at=
tack to the east the following morning, through elements of Combat Com=
mand "A"., 1st Bn 134%th Inf Regt rever%ed to Combat Command "B" at
Z50800A. This change in direction caused by change in Corps boundry.

One company each 50th Armd Inf Bn and 69th Tk Bn sent to vieinity of
WILWERDANGE to relieve elements of Combat Command "A", to be in position

vhen elements of task forces move up to launch attack. The advance CP
CCE MOVED to TROISVIERGESY closing there at 2100A.

25 The composition of the task forces for the day's opsrations was as follows

%F ROCT TF C%ﬁl%
H Armd Inf Bn 1s 34th Inf Regt

CoB 69th Tk Bn Co A 69th Tk Bn

Plat Co B 6034 TD Bn Flat Co B 6034 TID Bn

Plat Co D 69th Tk Bn Plat Co D 69th Tk Bn

S8guad Co C 25th Armd Engr 8quad Co C 25th Armd Engr

31lst AFA, direct support Plat Tr B 86th Cav Ren 8q
£53d & 161st AFA Bns, direct

support

éﬂth.¥£§§51§:)
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Co B 603d TD Bn {-)

Tr B 86th Cav Hen Sq Mecz (=)
Btry B 777th AAA Bn (-)

Co C 25th Armd Engr BEn (=)

The attack was to be launched at 0%00A to selze WEISWAMPACH and to cut
the SKY LINE HY east of tewn. TF CRAIG was to attack on the right and
TF ROCT on the left. TF AOOT moved to development aresa in the vicinity
of WILWERDARGE during the hours of darkmess early 26 January. The attack
was launched at 0900A and at 09%0A both task forces were on line approx-
imately one kilometer east of jump off point. Both task forces advanced
slowly over difficult terrain and by 17304 were some 2 kilometers from
objective. By 1650A, TF CRAIG was 1000 yards from objectlve where mod-
erate to intense mortar, small arma, direct AT fire and artilliery was
met. By dark TF CRAIG had tanks within 400 meters of town. Ti ROCT was
apg;nximately on & north-south lirie abreast of TF CHAIG. Due to terrsin
aff difficulties and enemy reaction, the town was not entered and TF
C-AIG pulled back about 1000 meters and cofisolidated for the night,
tying in wigth TF ROCT on the north., TF KEN EDY made contact with ele-
ments of the 17th Alrborne Division on his left {flank, TF CRAIG tled in
with elements of Combat Command "A" on the right. There were 47 PW's
for the day, lndentifying elements of the 15 Pz Div. Eefore we had been
opposed largely by elements of the 340th VG Div. Patrols from both task

forces trked to enter the town during the night, but were driven off by
enemy fire.

Combat Command "B" attacked at 060CA with TF ROUT and TF CRAIG to secure
its objeetive, which was WEISWAMPACH and the area to the north and east,
TF ROCT attacked on the left and TF CRAIG attacked on the right. By
0900A, the town of WEISWAMPACH and the high ground to the east and the
ares to the north, had bppn secured. TF DEKNEDY established contact
with patrels hetween TF ROOT AND elements of the 17th Alirborne Division.
Upon taking its objJective, the command was relieved from its front line
positions by the 24 En 358th Inf Regt, 90th Infantry Division. The
command, upon rellef, displaced to assembly areas vicinity of LULLANGE,
DOI'NAGE and DIEFEIT in preparation for its relief of CT 328 (HAMILTON)
of the 26th Infantry Division within their zone. Upon rellef, and for
the move, all platoons revertasd to €t elr companlies and all companies to
battalion control. There was total of 26 PW's for the day.

The cemposltion of the comnbat commsnd was as follows!
50th Armd Inf BEn
1st Bn 134%th Inf Aegt (atchd)
69th Tk Bn
Tr B 86th Cav Hen 3q Mecz
Co C 25th Armd Engr Bn
Det 996th Tdwy Br Co (- 1 Plat)
Co B 6034 TD Bn (- 1 Plat)
Btry B 777th AAA Bn (=)

The following were the task forcest

TF RO IF CHAIG

0th Armd Inf Bn 1st Bn 134th Inf Regt

1 Plat Co D 69th Tk Bn 1 Plat Co D 69th Tk En

1 Plat Co B 603d TD Bn 1 Plat Co B 603d TID Bn

1 Plat M Tka 69th Tk Bn 1 Plat M Tks 69th Tk Bn

©3lst AFA, direct support 212th AFA, direct support

RESEGV)
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Co © Z25th Armd Engr Bn
Det 996th Tdwy Br Co (- 1 Plat)
Co B 603d TD Bn (- 1 Plat)
Btry B 777th AAA Bn (-)

The followlng were the task forces:

TF _ROQT TF CHALG
on BB66 page before this one
RESERY

69TE Tk Bn (=)

Co B €03d TD BEn (-)

Co C 25th Armd Engr Bn
Tr B 86th Cav Ren 8q Mecsz

Early in the morning Combat Commsnd "E" CP moved to vieinlty north of
CLERVAUX. During the day the command relieved elements of the 26th Ine
fantry Division as mutually agreed upon with CO 328th Inf Regt and
carrled out the division mission wlthin its zone. TF CRAIG rellieved 1lst
En 328th Inf Regt, relief completed at 1430A. TF ROOT relleved 3d Bn
378th Inf Regt, rellief completed at 1530A. The command assumed responsi-
bility of the sector at 1530A. The combat cowmand was to organize the
ground along the line of the SKY LINE DRIVE for defense, The positions
were Lo be organized in depth with every attentlon paid to rehabilitation
of personnel and wguipment. 5Cth Armd Inf Bn was on the right sector
with the 17th Airborne Division on its right, while the 1lst Bn 134th Inf
Hegl was on the left sector with CT MILTONBE :GER on its left. Both bhat-
talions were to send out aggressive patrols to the east. Total PW's for

the day were 9, identifying the 340th VG Div once agaln and ldentifying
elements of the 15th Regt, 5 Para Div.

o8 The combat eommand maintained a defensive setup and tied in with CT
MILTONBEERGER on the north and the 1%7th Airborne Division on the south.
Positlons were organized during the day. TF ROOCT and TF CRAIG eaeh had
cna platoon Tr B 86th Cav Hen 3g Mecz attached to them for reconnals-
sance missions. Both task forces sent patrols to their immedlate f ront.
Contact was made by patrols from TF CHRAIG who encountered a small German
patrol which was driven off, All patrols returned without losses. A
patrol from TF ROOT discovered kitchen and ordnance shop abandoned one
kilometer to their front beyound the OPL and found hasty dug-in positions

some 2% kilometers beyond the OPL, but not manned. lothing was found
alcong the north sector of TF RUOT.

e

r

Both TF CRAIG amd TF HOOT sent patrols to the river during the night, but
no enemy was contacted., (A patrol from TF ROOT heard American volces and
believed it to be another American patrol). The patrols found the OUR
RIVER to be very shallow at the points they reached with a soft muddy
bottom which would not permit vikhicles to ford., The river was estimated
to be 100 feet wlde at these places, but very shallow.

oy
W

Patrols were asgain sent out, being furnished by Tr B 86th Cav Hen Sq Mecz
under control of Combat Command. Thelr mission was to make a detalled
recennaissance of river fords on the OUR RIVER at 839635, 849648, 847649
and 844656, also to rnote any recent enemy activity and routes for resup=-
plying possible OP's, The patrol sent out at 1900A reported it would be
difflcult to resupply any OP's established in proximity of river, due to
depth of snow and steepness of grades, It was unable to mske any detalled
reconnal ssance of the river at =ny point due to snow drifts, and steep=-
ness of river banks. There was no sign of the enemy. The patrol sent out
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at 19C0A reported it would he difficult to resupply any OP's established
in proximity of river, due to depih of snow and steepness of grades. It
was unable to make any detailed reconnaissance of the river at any point
due to snow drifts, and steepness of river banks. There was no sign of
the enemy. The patrol sent out at 2200A found the trall on their route
to be passable part way by halfetracks or weasels and belleved that an

QP could be regupplied at night. The approach to the ford was very steep
and not suttable for vehlcles., Une ford sight was muddy and soft and nct
passable without considerable engineer work. There were no other likely
fording places located either up or down stream, 50 enemy personnel

were seen by the patrecli at 01304, at PB39635, walking single file and
following the wast bank moving north., The surrounding terrain, especially
in viecinity of ford, showed no signs of recent traffic or enemy shelllng.
The trall to the ford showed no sighs of recent movement.

The combat command was completely relieved by 1650A by the Reserve Come
mand. TF CRAIG and TF ROOT were relieved by the 9th Armd Inf Bn 1n their
entire zone. Upon belng relieved from the line, TF CRAIG reverted to
parent crganization. 5Cth Armd Inf Bn displaced to WEICHERDANGE. The
naw composition of the combat command was as followss

50th Armd Inf Bn

6034 TD Bn (=)

25th Armd Engr Bn (-)

996th Tdwy Er Co (=)
777th AAA Bn (=)

The combat command was to be ready to support Reserve Command in =zn
emergency.

5 Vital statistlics during the above perled were as follows:
&+ Own casuslties:

(1) Persnyne% (2) Vgﬂ;gglgz
KIA & E@ 76 = Medium Tanks

MIA - Light Tanks
WIA =296 Tank Destroyer
Half-tracks

24 Ton Trucks
1 Ton Trucks

RS
t 0

e Inemy casualties:
(1) Personmel
PW's = 709 plus 38 from Yth Armd Div
FW's evacuated through medical channels = &8
Estimated Enemy killled or wounded = 350

(2¥ Vehi

Mk VI Tiger Royal
Ambulances (captured)

3 « AT Gund 79mm or over
2 = A4 Guns “Omm

¢ ® Half-tracks

1l = S8herman (Germarn)Tank
9 « Mk IV Tanks

9 « Mk IV or V Tanks

€ = Mk V Tlgers

; .

s -

GEQORGE W READ JR
Colonel Cavalry
Commanding



HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND "B"
AFO 256, U S ARMY

1 March 1945
SUBJECTs Action Against the Enemy for the Period 1-28 February 1945

TO t Commanding Gemeral, 6th Aymored Division, APO 256

1. The following report is submitted of the action of Combat Command "B" agsinst
the ememy for the period 1-28 February 1945, as required by AR 345-105, C3.

2. The beginning of the month found Combat Commend "B® in division reserve in an
assembly srea in the vicinity of CLERVAUX, LUXEMBOURGH.,

3. The composition of the combat comrand on 1 Pebruary 1945 was as followss

50th Armd Inf En

6034 TD Bn (-)

25th Armd Engr Bn (=) -
996th Tdwy Br Co (=)
TT7th AAA Bn (=)

4e Chronological events for the month were as follows:

FEBRUARY 1945

3 & The combat eommand remsined in reserve prepared to suppert Reserve Command in
case of an emergency. CC "B" CP remained at CLERVAUX.

2 No change.
3 No Change,

4 At 14004 the commending officer attended a meeting of unit and company
commandere at Division Headquarters,

5 On Corps order, through Diviesion, the combat command was given an area, in
connection with the salvage drive, in an sttempt to recover all serviceable
material, such as artillery cases, small arms, gas cans, wire reels, clothing
and equipment, etc. Live ammmition was not to be picked up, The area was
broken down and assigned to usits under the command., All serviceable materials
wera t0 be turmed in to Divielon Quartsrmapter, Ordnance snd Signal O0fficers,

6 Combat Command "B" remained in present position prepared to assume command of
troopa east of the OUR RIVER after establishment of a bridgehead by Reserve
Command, Composition of troops = no change, The 50th Armd Inf Bn end cme
company 603d TD Ba were placed on alert status prepared to pase to command of
Reserve Command and cross the river any time after daylight on 7 February.
One company 603d TD Bn was to be attached to the 17th Airborme Division
effective 7 February. 25th Armd Engr Bn (=) was to be in direet suppert
of Reserve Command, Due to the secrecy of the crossing of the OUR RIVER, no
information was given out to any of our personnel until after the jump—off
wvhen all officers end key NCO's were briefed as to the situation,

(i The combat command contimied its preparation for relief of Reserve Command
upcn its establishment of & firm bridgehead across the OUR RIVER,
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9 The command ccntinued reconnalssance and preparstion for relief of Reserve
Command, rellef to become effective the morning of 10 February. The 50th Armd Inf
Bn moved to the vicinity of HEINERSHEID after dark prepared to move across
the OUR RIVER before dawn 10 February, to effect rellef of the 44ith Armd
Inf Bn in their sector. Co 284th Engineer Combat Battalion (Attached te
Combat Command "B" during the day) reported to combat ecommand headquarters
at 1500A, He was given instructions to move his unit from WILTZ to
WEICHERDANGE on the morning of 10 February end be prepared to relieve the
9th Armd Inf Bn in its zone on combat command order,

10 The combat command CP moved to HUFPERDANGE, opening there at 1000A. By 1300A
the 50th Armd Inf Em had completdd their rellef of the 4ith Armd Inf Ba in
its zone, CO Combat Commend "B" assumed responsibility from Reserve Command
of the entire sector at 1545A. Our mission was an aggressive defense. Upon
assuming responsibility of the sector, the 9th Armd Inf Bn, east of the OUR
RIVER in the right sector of the combat command zome, and the 86th Cav RCH
Sg Mecz on the left of the sector, came under the control of the command,

The 9th Armd Inf Bn's right flank tied in with the 17th Alrborne Diviesion

by patrola at approximately P845643 with the line extending northeast to
P857643 with the line extending northeast to PB45643 with the line extending
northeast to P857652 then in s northwest direction on the ¥mx reverse side

of the high ground to tie-in with the 50th Armd Inf Bmn at P850662. The 9th
Armd Inf Ba was eupported by one platoom of medium tanks 69th Tk Bn and one
platoon 603d T Bn on the west bank of the OUR RIVER. The 50th Armd Inf Bnm,
with twe companiss east of the OUR RIVER, were supperted by cne platoon
medium tanks 68th Tk Bn and one platoom Co A 603d TD Bn om a line generally
as follows: From a tie-in point on the risht flank with the 9th Armd Inf

Bn north scme 300 yards and then generally east and around the high ground to
within about 400 yards of FRIEDRICHSSEIF, thenece northwest to approximately
P858678 to tie-in with elements of approximately P858678 to tie-in with
alsments of mmos the 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecs om our north (left) flank. The
86th Cav Ren Sq Mecs had two troops east of the river, tying in with the

50th Armd Inf Bn on the south (right) flank and then north to P860687 then
west to the OUR RIVER. Contact $6-PB8606E7T was establiehed by the 86th CAV
Ren Sq Mecz with the 11th Armered Division, VIIT US Cerps, on the morth flank
at the Junetion of LUXEMBOURG and GERMAN border just west of the QUR RIVER.
Contact was maintained with the scuth elements acroas the river by patrols to
PB55685. The 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz established a strong point at PB53711 and an
OP some 300 yards southwest of the stromg point. A class 40 Balley Brldge
across the OUR RIVER at PB50673 collapsed during the day. At 2030A an enemy v
patrol approached the 9th Armd Inf Bn ares, but was drivem off, There were

2 Pi's for the day. The new composition of the combat command was as followes

50th Armd Inf BEn

9th Armd Inf Bn

é8th Tk Bn

28/th Engr C Bn (atchd)

86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz

Co A 6034 TD Bn

Co B 25th Armd Engr Bn

Btry B 777th AAA Bn (=)

128th AFA Bn in direct support
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The Bailey Sridge at F850673 was constructed by the 178th Engr C Bn
and opened for traffiec at 1500A. A unit commanders' meeting was held
at 15004 to discusa plans for reshuffling of troecps and to contimie
maintenance and rehabilitation of perscmnel. Reconnaissance vas com=-
pleted and pmparations were made to relieve the 9th Armd Inf Bn with
the 284th Engr C. Bn. Enemy reaction was negligihble during the day,
There was very little small arms and mortar fire throughout the period.
The 6th Armored Division was relieved from III US Corpos and mssigned
to VIII Corpos thisa date,

Enemy setion inereased durding the day to a definite bulldup eof artillery,
mortar and small arms fire. Dismounted enemy personnel were cbserved

on the high ground esst of the 50th Armd Inf En, but they were dspersed
by artillery {ire. At about 1600A, cone OP of the S50th Armd Inf En was
wvithdravn some few yards due to enemy mction, but the OP was later re-
established, All enemy fire waa believed to be unobaserved. During the
day the 9th Armd Inf Bn was relieved east of the OUR RIVER by the 284th
Engr C BEn in the south zone of the combat command, The relief was cop—
pleted by 1420A, Upon relief, the 9th armd Inf Bn moved to an sssembly
area in the vicinity of WEICHERTANGE. Rellef of slements of the 86th
Cev Fen 8q Mecs was commenced by elements of Combat Command "B", 11th
Armored Division, west of the OUR RIVER and north of the division brlidge-
head, This rellef was completed by 2300A.

No change,

At 04304, upon relief from the line in Combat Command "A"'e sactor, the
Aith Armd Inf Bn came under the control of Combat Command "E". The
battalicn moved from MARNACH to BOXHORN, ecloaing there at 12004, Orders
were recelved from DMvision Hesdquarters during the day to relieve the
28,th Engr C Bn on the line, The relief waa to be made by the 9th Armd
Inf Em prior to 150200A., Co B 25th Armd Emgr Bn completed comstruction
of a footbridge at 1B0OA, vicinity of F845630, There wae no enemy contact
during the day. One PW was taken by the 86th Cav Hlen 3q Mecsz,

The last elements of the 284th Engr C Bn were relieved by the 9th Armd
Inf Bn on line at O740A. At OBOOA the 284th Engr C Bn crozsed the IP at
WILTZ and cleared the IP at 1425A.

The combat comm=nd continued te hold and defend bridgehead, OG Combat
Command "B® attended a eon”erence with the O3 6th Armored Division and
Asst Div Comdr 30th Infantry Division from approximately 1400A to 1700A.
The 4ith Arad Inf Bn elesed in a foruard assembly area in the vicinity
of HEINERSCHEID and DALBORN at 1830A, At 18454 there was a unit com—
manders' meeting to discusas future plana and operations, There were

6 I deserters during the day.

The 44ith Armd Inf Bn completed relief of the 50th Armd Inf Bn in the north
gone of the combat command sector by 0830A. After being relleved, the
50th Armd Inf Ba pulled back into an assembly area in the vicinities of
DONNARGE, LULLANGE and DEIFELT, closing in thie area et J215A. During
the morning the 44th Armd Inf Bn received some small arms fire in their
area., At 1L00A, there was a unit commander's meating to discusa future
plans, During the day there were 13 PW deserters,
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The eombat eommsnd continued to hold its bridgehe=ad acreoss the OUR RIVER.
Enemy artillery was negligible throughout the day. At 1810 A the 4ith
Arad Inf Bn received scme small arms fire in its sector. A unit com-

manders' meeting was held at 1630A to discuss future operations of the
command ,

PO #32, econfirming previcusly iassued verbal orders of 17-18 Fe , WS
issued during the day. The plan of the combat command was as follows:

An attack was to be made on the main defenses of the SIEGCFRIEZD LINE to
secure th4 high ground in the vieinity of DAHNEN, DALEIDEN and DASBURG
and prepared to continue the attack to the east to secure thetowns of
IRRAAUSEN and OLMSCHEID on order. The attack was to jJump off at 0715A
cn 20 February and wes to be proceeded by an artillery preparation.

The command was composed of the follewing troops:

9th Armd Inf BEn
4ith Armd Inf Bn
50th Armd Inf Bn
38th Tk Bm
86th Cav Ren Sq Mecs
Co A 603d D Bu, reinf
Co B 25th Armd Engr Bn
Btry B 777th AAA Bn
The following were the task forcee as organized:

TF BRITTON TF BHOWN
Oth irmd Inf Bn lhth Armd [nf Bn
1 Co M Tks (=1 Plat) 1 Co M Tks (= 1 Plat)
1 Flat Co A 6024 TD Bn 1 Plat Co A 6034 TD Bn
1 Plat Co B 25th irmd 1l Plat Co B 25th frmd
Engr Bn Engr Bn
TF WARD T¥ BRINDLE
50th Arpd Inf Bn 86th Cav Ren 3q Meosz
1l Co M Thke 2 Plate M Tke
1 Plat Co A §034 T Bn 1 Engr Sqd Co B 25th
1 Plat Co P 25th Armd Arnd Engr En
Engr Bn
TF DAVALL (Res) CCB TRAINS
68th Tk Pn 2 Seee Btry B 777th
Co A 6034 TD Bn (-) AAA Bn

Bo B 25th Arnd @ngr Bn reinf (=)
Etry B 777th AAA Bn (=)

GROUP BHUCE:

(1) 128th AFA Bn = D/2 TF BROWN & TF BRINTLE
(2) 231st AFA Bn - D/S TF BRITTCN & TF WARD
(3) 257th PA Bn - General Susport
VIII Corpoa Arty reinforcing fires of Group BRUCE

TF BROWS was to attack at Henour to selsze Objs 2 & 3; TP BRITTCON attacks
B=houre to ssize Objs 1 & 4 and TF BRINDLE initially supports attack of
TF ERCWN hy fire, After Cbls 1 & 2 are secured, TF BRINDPLE will move to
Objs 1 & 2 prepared ‘o relieve TF BROWN on Cb)] 3, protect MSR and main-
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taln contact with the 11th Armored Divislon om the north. TF VARD will move on
order to vicinity of LANGFUHR prepared to selze Objs to move on combat

command order. TF DAVALL (Res) to move on combat command order. During

the day, enemy artlllery and mortar fire inereased. At 1500A, there was

a wnit cormanders' meoting to discuse the proposed at'ack and to make last
minute preparations,

From a bridgehead sast of the OUR RIVER, Combat Commaend "B" launched an
attack on the SGIEGRRIED LINE defenses at O715A, This attack was preceeded
by a twenty-minute artillery preparation ever the entire fremt, them a
lull of ten-minutea in an effort to get the enemy to man his epen field
defenses to meat ocur attack, This was followed by an intemse cne-minute
TOT by every available artillery pleca on the small areas of Objs 1 & 2,
The altack made good progress meeting light opposition from pilllboxes,

The main difficultles were mines, booby traps and enemy demclitlons.
Artillery was light to medium, inereasing in intenalty later in the after-
ncon., The First plllboxes were taken by TF BRITTCH at 08304, Supperting
tanks and tank destroyers were braght up as quickly aa routes wers swept
of mines and they covered the adwancs of the assault parties. Oppesitlon
eontinued light and Ly 10004 six plllboxes hsd baen tsken, seversl
prisoners were taken and only about twe=thirds of the pillbores secemed to
be manned, TF PRITTON halted some 300 yarda north of DAYINEN and sent a
etrong patrol inte town, TF BRIADLE on the north placed tunk fire om
pillboxes in his sector and moved uwp assault partles to assist in clesring
the north sector of the combat command zone. Co A 25th Armd Engr Bn began
clearing MSR east of the OUR RIVER behind cur advaneing troops. By 12004,
17 pillboxes had been taken with shbout 45 FPW's. As TI" BRINTLE appreached
the rldge east of the CUR RIVER, hie muprorting tamks came under hsawvy
observed artlllery fire, but the sdwnes continued. TF BRINILE had two
modium tanks knozked out by direet AT fire during the day., By 18004, a
totel of 40 pillbexes had been taken, two 88mm AT guns deatroyed and ocur
foreces were entirely through the heavles portlen of the SIZGFRIED LINE defenses
in this secter. TF BROWN advanced east an/' northeagt to vielnity of LANGFUHR.
halted and dug in for the night and sent patrols to the northeast to investi-
gate pillboxes, late he readjusted him lines to occupy thoae pillhoxes
found evacuated by the ezmemy. TF WARD infiltrated umits through KALBORN
and scross the brildge to reverses slepe of hill just weat of line of pill-
boxee during the night and closed in assembly area at 210120A, prepared to
launch attack on REIPENDIRGEN early on the morning 21 Febiuary. TF BRITTON
tied-in with Conbat Command "A™ at P843651 and TF BEOWN at PB656ES,

TF PRINDLE tled-in with Combat Commend "B", 11th frmered Divisicn on the
north at P853684 and with TF ERCWN on the scuth at P269€71. Flans were
made for continuing the attack te the eaat at O800A on 21 February,
Throughout the day only two of our mem were killed and other casualtlies
were very light, Total FW's for the day were 103, along with 4 civilians
and 3 FW's cleared through medlcal channels, The initlal gains on the
SIEGFRIED LINE was approximately 3% lon in depth and 3 km in width, The
combat commend moved an advance CF to BALECRN during the day. Our
vehicular casualtiss were: 2 medium tanke destroyed by AT fire, 1 medium
tank dlssbled by an AT mine, 1 light tank destroyed by mines, 1 -} ton
truck destroyed by a mine and 1-2} ton truck destroyed by artillery fire,
One plllbox (Ne 9) held out all day and night, wes finally blevm 21

February with 450 pounds of TNT, 1 Officer anéd 11 ™M were dregged out
in a eturmed and dared condiition.
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TF BRITTON resumed attack at O400A , took DAHNEN and continued south,
By 10504, elements were in DASBURG and the town secured by 1700A.

TF WARD passed through south elements of TF BROWN and launehed sn
sttack on REIPENDINGEN at O845A taking the town against light eppesition
about 1200A, continuing attack southeast on DALEIDEN and selzed
objective at 1620A, After DALEIDEN fell, TF WARD sent = strong
patrol southwest of town te block and prevent any escape of enemy
from DASBURG. Bridge on main highway from DASBURG to DALEIDEN had
been blown by the enemy. All combat elementa were to be moved

across the OUR RIVER this date, The enemy eent a ten-man patrol to
DAHNEN and this patrol was captured by TF BRITTON at about 0700A.

208 PW's for tha day with 23 PW's cleared through medical channels
and 4 civilians,

The activity for the day wae planned as follews: TF BROWN to slip
allghtly to the south end tie im with TF WARD and TP BRINTLE to keep
contact with TP BROWN on the north flank and maintain contact with
the 11th Armored Division. TF BRINDLE to send cne troop te clean

up woods on his south. TF BRITTON leave one company on south ef
DASBURG and clean up woods between DASBURG and DAHNEN, later when
Comtat Command "A" relieved company of TF BRITTON, he was to close
in DAHNEN. While this was in process, the situation dictated immediate
movement to east and this was accomplished by TF BROWN, jumping off
at 1300A, alec TF WARD pushed east and secured a bridgehead across the
IRSEN RIVER socutheast of DALEIDEN at 1100A. By 1530A, the bridge at
IRRHAUSEN waes taken intact by TF BROWN. In the meantime, TF WARD was
also pushing south and southwest, te clear MSR ef direct fire and met
heavy opposition. Two Tiger tanks were engaged and one destroyed by
artillery fire scutheast of DALEIPEN, It was declded to keep mshing
to the divieion objective (OLMSCHEID and JUCKEN)&by 2000A, TF WARD
occupied OLMSCHEID. TF BROWN secured bridgehead east of IRRHAUSEN
and by 2100A wae pushing cn southeast to final objective. Contact
with the 11th Armered Divisiom was made by the 86th Cav Rem Sq Mees
at 23154 northwest of IRRHAUSEN, Advance CP CCB moved te DAHNEN,
GERMANY during the aftermoon. During the day there were 269 Fi's,

1 civilisn and 5 PW's cleared through medical channels.

TF WARD continued to take high groumd southeast of DALEITEN on DASEURG
highway securing same at 0430A, thus opening the DALEIDEN-DASBURG
Highway, which was to be the VIII Corps MSR, In the meantime, TF BROWN
reached final objective by O230A. TF ERINDLE made contact with elements
of the 90th Infantry Divieion east of IRRHAUSEN at P928658 at 00L5A.

At 00254, TF BRITTON moved east from DAHNEN towards OLMSCHEID and passed
through TF WARD at 0220A., At 07304, JUCKEN, the final objective, was
taken by TF BRITTCN, Tr D 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz, reinf, was given the
mission of moving south through JUCKEN, occupy the high ground south
thereof and reconnciter to the south and east, TR D moved ocut at

1200A, The remainder of the day was spent in reshuffling troops and
readjusting of cur positions. At 1300A, orders were received to con-
tinue cperations to scutheast to contact elements of XII Corps., TF
DAVALL was immediately orgamized and composed as follews: 68th Tk

Bn ( 2 M Tk Coa), 1 Co 44th Armd Inf Bm, Tr D 86th Cav Ren Sq Mees,
reinf, 1 Plat TD's and 2 Engr Squads to be assembled at JUCKEN as

qui kly as possitle and move south to contact XII CORPS at crossroad
just north of OBERGECKLER, At 1630A, TF DAVALL moved out, TR D 86th
Dav Ren Sq Mecz (alreddy ecuth of JUCKEN) met some oppositicn at
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KARLSHAUSEN which was reduced and the advance continued. The greatest
delay was caused by mine fields and darkmess, CP CCB moved from DAHNEN
to DALEIDEN, closing there at 1700A. There were 252 PW's for the day
and 7 PW's cleared through medical channels. 2 Mk V or Mk VI tanks and
3-75mm (or over) artillery pleces were destroyed.

The colwm proceeded along route to OBERGECKLI R and semt patroles to the
southwest to MUXERATH to contact elements of the 4th Armored Division,
who were reported to have taken that town. No contact was made with
either friendly or enemy elements, Another patrol to KOXHAUSEN con-
tacted elements of he Ath Armored Division at 240700A. The columm
continued scutheast and contacted elements of the 80th Infantry Division
1200 yards north of OBERGECKLER at O750A. Another patrol into NEUERBURG
ran into dugein enemy positions 400 yards west of that town at O80CA,

TF DAVALL organized strong combat patrels to move in on this at 1145A.
Oppoeition was light and the town was taken at 1300A., Ome bridge was
found intact and the patrols were relieved by the 6th Cavalry Group at
14154, TF DAVALL assembled in the vieinity of LEIMBACH awalting further
ordera, at 1400 A orders were received from division to relieve the 90th
Infantry Division in their sector on the PRUM RIVER between WAXWEILER and
PRONSFELD, with Combat Command "B" on the north and Combat Command "A" on

the south, and to be prepared to attack to the east on Corpe order., Troops
wers as followas

50th AEmd Inf Bn

69th Tk En

86th Cav Hen Sq Mecs (= 1 Tr)
Co A 603d TD Ba reinf

Co A 25th Armd Engr B o
Btry B 777th AAA Bn

231est AFA Bn in direct pupport

Relief to take place on the afternoon end night of 25 February. Re=
connalssance by battalion and company commanders wae instituted immediately
All wnits reverted to parent organizations and batalions were sssembled
prepared for movement, Flans were completed for the relief. A unit com—
manders! meeting was held at 2100A to discuses the movemen t of the combat
command., There were 61 PW's for the day and 8 PW's cleared through medical
channels. A total of 939 priscmers were taken during the past five dayas'
operations against the SIEGFRIED LINE.

The combat comm-pd was broken down into three task forces for the movement
to the new assembly area, TF BRINDLE, consisting of the 86th Cav Ren

Sq Mecs (= 1 Tr), 1 Plet M Tks and 1 Plat TD'a marched from viainity of
DALEIDEN reashing IP at IRRHAUSEN at 10004, northeast to ARZFELD, north
to LICHEMBURG, to assembly area in vieinity of REHBOSCH, closing at 1235A,
prepared to effect relief of elementa of 359th Inf Regt, 90th Inf Mv,

in north porticn of combat eommand sone. This relief atarted at 1730A
and was completed at 2045A. TF BRINDLE to maintain contact with the

Ath Infantry DMivision on north flank. TF WARD, consisting of the 50th
Inf Bn, 1 Flat M Tks and 1 Plat TD's marched from vieinity of DALEIDEN,
reached IP at 1300A, passed through ARZFELD to vicinity of EUSCHEID and
clesed at 1530 A, prepared to affect relief of elements of 359th Inf
Regt, 90th Inf Div in south portion of combat command zone. TP WAHRD to
maintain contact with Combat Command A on right flank, This relief
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of not less than fifteen men each. There would be ne firing unless
necessary.

28 TP WARD jumped off at 04308 to establish a bridgehead across the FRHUM
RIVER and by O730A all the infantry elements of TFWARD were acrcss the
river. This operatien required fording of the river as no bridge was
intact. One company secured MERLSCHEID by O810A and by 09554 LIERFELD
had been taken., Opposition was light, conslsting mestly of small arms
and artillery fire. Tpe third rifle company, after crosaing to the
east side reversed directions and attacked LUNEEACH from the east,
taking the town hy 1220A. On the north flank TF KENNON jumped off
between LUNEBACH and PRONSTELD to take Obj 3, which was the high ground
about 800 meters northeast of LUNEBACH, This force met s considerable
amount of small arms, mortar end artlllery fire which caused slow golng,
howewer, by O815A, the objective had been taken, PRONSFELD was by-passed
to the south. A strong combat patrol was sent to PRONSFELD and was in
the town at 1700A, but the town was not occupied for the night due to
gsonsiderable booby traps. PRONSFELD was outposted by TF KENNON for the
night and would be selzed early on the merning of 1 March. Balley Brldge
construction at LUNEBACH started at 1400A, During the day's operations
there were 120 PW's and 1 FW cvacuated through medical charmels,

5. Vital statistics during the above perlod were am follows:

a. Own casunsltics:

(1) Pgrsonnel (2) Vehigular
KIA - 24
WIA - 225 3 = Medium Tenks (1 recovered)
MIA - 14 1 - Iisht Tank

1 - 4 Ton Truck
1 - 24 Ton Truck

b. Enemy casualties:
(1) Personne)

Fi's = 1037
PW's evacunted through medical channels - 48
Killed & wounded = Unknown

(2) Yehlculer

3 -~ M Vor Mk VI Tanks
3 = Arty Pleces (75mm or over)
2 = 88um AT Guna

HAREY #® HANSON
Colonel Infantry
Cormnnding
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HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND "B"
APO 256, U 5 ARMY

21 April 1945
Action Against the Enemy for the Perlod 1 = 31 March 1945

Commanding Genmeral, é6th Armored Tivisicn, APO 256

The following report is submdtted of the action of Combat Command "B" against

the enemy for the period 1-31 March, as required by AR 345-105, C3.

2.

At the beginning of the month Combat Command "B" was in the procesa of ex=

panding its bridgehead over the PRUM RIVER in the vicinity of LUNEBACH south of FRIM,

3.

be

The composition of the combat eommand on 1 March 1945 was as followsi

50th Armd Inf Bn

69th Tk Bn

86th Cav Ren Sq Mees ( - 1 Tr)
Co A 603d TD Bn, reinf

Co A 25th Armd Engr Bn
Btry B 777th AAA Bn

Chronologleal events for the month were as follows:

MARCH 1945

1

The night was generally quiet, except for sporadic artillery and mortar fire

on front line elemente on the north flank. A reported counter-attack was

later determined to be a local clash between patrols of the 86th Cav Rem Sq

Mece and the enemy patrol trylng to operate in our area. This action took

place about 23004 on 28 February and was repelled some few minmutes later,

The construction of a Balley Bridge at LUNEBACH permitted peeps to cross at
010050A March and by O500A the erossing of division loads was permitted. Ome
significant and noticeable incident was the comstrvetion of this bridge without
any enemy reaction. At sbout O230A patrols of the 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecs were
fired on in the vicinity of LOL6738, but no casualties were inflieted. The

86th Cav Fen Sq Mecs Jumped off at 0630A and by 0820 Tr C was just short

of the propesed extent of the division bridgehead when they were pinned down

by very heavy machine gun fire. By 1030 Tr C was in the vicinity of the cross-
road at L018738, where the enemy dropped a shower of artillery on their position,
This caused their shifting to the east for a better position, later in the

day Tr C pulled back to position in the viecinity of 1015735, extending gemerally
north to L016741, where a tie~in was made with Tr B. Tr D advanced to the
vicinity of 1019737, where they came under a murdercus artillery barrage,

direct and indirect, coming from the immediate front. Tr D pulled back to
original positicn for reorganization and remained in that vieinity until

later in the day when another attempt was msde to scale the high ground.

Due to the excellent observation afforded the enemy by the high ground troops
brought down a shower of artillery upon them. At about 1515A the 86th Cav

Ren 5q Mecs wag ordered to improve their positions and dig-in for the night

and keep probing the enemy positions. The 50th Armd Inf Bn jumpedoff at

0700A meeting moderate small arms and mortar fire. By 0900A tanks and tank
destroyers were well forward and in firming positicns. The advance of the

50th Armd Inf En was mede with caution due to the enemy situation in the
vicinity of LORS742. At 1605A the town of MATZERATH was taken and outposted
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for the night. Strong patrols were sent to the east, TF KENNEDY startoed
movement from the vieinity of BINSCHEID about 1645A to an assembly area
east of the PRUM RIVER between LUNEBACH and MERLSCHEID, closing there at
19404, Elements of the 68th Tk Bn began relief of elements of the 86th
Cav Rem Sq Mecs on the combat command's north flank about dark. This
relief was completed at 2330A., During the day Tr A 86th Cav Rem Sq Mecs
rejoined parent unit and moved into 8ombat Command "B"'s area. At the
end of the day the combat elements across the river weres 50th Armd Inf
Bn, less half-tracks from two companies, 69th Tk Bn, Trs B, C & D 8th
Cav Ren Sq Mecs and Co A 603d TD Bn, The advance CP CC "B" clomed at
EUSCHEID at 011330A March., There was a total of 73 PW's for the day and
an additional 3 PW's were evacuated through medical channels.

2 The night was unusually quiet x with no artillery being reported in the
combat command arsa. All uvnits sent stiromg patrols forward ef positions
during the night, tut no contact with the enemy was made, execept approxi-
mately 30 dismounted enmemy were seen by a mk patrol from the 86th Cav Rem
3q Meecs in the vieinity of LO19745 at 020315A. At about 020250A an smemy
patrol of 12 men attempted to enter MATZERATH from the southeast, Of this
patrol, 2 men were killed, 2 wounded and the remaining & men made their
escape. During the day the 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecs CP clesed at PRONSFELD et
1020A. A%t 10454 orders were received to attack to the east and seize the
divieion intermediate cbjective as soon as possible, Task forces were
constitated as follows:

N (86 C 8g Mcex
gth v Ren Sq Mecs % i 1 M Tk Co &1 Tk Plat)
Inf
Bn (-2 Pla

o
=

:I.Platcolﬁ%h
1 Plat Go A 6034 d

h
[=]

=5 s
E:-»
)

Qgﬁg

25hA Ehg'l'ﬁ:lyf
WARD

50th Armd Inf Bm (-1 R Co

Co B 69th Tk Bn

1 Plat Co A 603d T
1Plat(}nl.25t.himd!ngrﬂnv

Btry B 777th AAA Bn maintalned protection of CC "B" Trains and the bridge
at LUNEBACH, The attack was launched st 1430A with TF KENNELY on the left
(north) flank end TF WARD on the right (eouth) flank, to seisze ohjective,

TF KENNEDY jumped off from vieinlty of MATZERATH, edwanced and tock ob=
Jective without opposition. Upon seizure of the objective by TF KENNEDY,
the enemy fired direct and indireot artillery fire on our pesition from

the northeast. The advance of TF WARD was somewhat elower dus to terrain
tut his objective was taken at 17254, Opposition was light during the en-
tire operation. On the morth flank the 86th Cav fen Sq Mecz had trouble
with read craters and road blocks, Dlamounted patrols wers L033755 without
mking contact with the enemy. The 86th Cav Hea Sq Meos pushed on northeast
to OBERLAUCH and entered the town when no ememy was found there. Due te
faulty commmnications our elements withdrew, but they were erdered beck,

end by 22300 the town was sccured, Two platoons TR C (mounted) moved south
of the woods to OBERLAUCH and the other platoon of Tr C moved to CRLENEACH,
After securing their objective, patrols were sent to DINGDORF and NIEDERLAUCH
by TF EENNEDY and TP WAKD, respectively. Upon entering DINGDORG at 21104

ne oppoelition was met, except some mortar fire. The town was secured and
outpoated for the night. During the morning obserwation was from good te
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gero, In the afternoon there were intermittent smow flurries and by
nightfall the gound was blanketed by snow. The 161st Smoke Chemlcal Co
was attached to the combat command for eperatioms on 3 Merch. An advance
CP CC "B" movad to MATZERATH in the evening. The total PW's taken during
the day's operation was 58,

3 Tanks of TF KENNEIDY moved to and forward assembly positions at 0520A and
by dawn were prepared to support the attack of elther ocombat command te the
east, Enemy artillery fire was intermittent, the bulk of which cams from
the high g-und in the vieinity of L098774. The task force supported the
attack throughout the day and prepared to move west to assembly area upon
relief by eleements of the 90th Infantry Division. TF WARD moved from
his forward area in the vicinity of NIEDERLAUCH., The task force attacked
at 0630A due east to cross the NIMS RIVER, betwsen its junction with the
SCHOLKEN RIVER and SCHONECKEN. The task force on itas appreoach encountered
heavy artillery and rocket fire, the rockets sometimes coming down in battery
concentrations. By 15004, two companies of infantry were across the river
where they eonsolidated peoeitions and eatablished a tie<in with Eombat
Command "A" at L100738. late evenlng was devoted to relief by elements
of the 90th Infantry Div and preparation to move west to the batalion sssemly
area., TF KENNON was glven the missicn of blecking to the morth and capturing the
town of GIESDORF. Contact was made with the 12th Infantry Regiment at 1300A
on the morth in the vieinity of FLIWERATH., FElements of the 86th Cav Rem
8q Mecsg captured GIESDORF at 1700A after stubborm epemy resistance. Enemy
artillery was very heavy throughout the day and numbrous mines were encountered,
Trs A & D 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz completed the clearing of the woods between
coordinates 74=76 and coordinates 02-06 at approximately 1230A. The B6th
Cav Hem Sq Mecz was completely relieved and cut of the line by 2130A.
Co A 25th Armd Engr BEn continued sweeping of mines and maintenance of roads
within the combat command zone until dark. The company clesed in its area
at 2400A. The 50th Armd Inf Bn was relieved by elements of the lst and
34 Bns, 357 Inf Regiment, 90th Inf Div at 2200A., The combat command was
completely relleved by the 90th Inf Div at 2300A. Biry B 777th AAA Bn
clesed in its new area at 2335A. There were 59 PW's for the day, and 3
PW's were evacuated through medical channels.

4 During the nicht and early morning the units of the combat command clesed
in their new assembly areas. At Q030A the 63th Tk Bn closed in an assembly
area in the vicinity of EINSCHEID, HALENBACH and HOUF, At 04054 the B6th
Cav Ren Sq Mecz cleosed in its assemble area 1n the vicinity of SEVENIG and
HARSPELT. The 50th Armd Inf Bn closed in an assembly area in the vicinity
of LUTZEKAMPEN & ESCHFELD, The adwance CP CC "BY moved from EUSUHEID back
to NIETER UTTFELD at 1030A, Co A 6034 TD Bn was released from Combat
Command "B" to battalion control et 1130A. Co A 25th Armd Engr Em aleo .
reverted to Bn contol during the day,

3 The day was devoted to cleaning of weapone, training of replacements,
maintenance of vehicles and rest of persomnel, The commanding officer
attended a unit commanders'! meeting at Division Headquarters at 1630A.

The 161st Smoke Chemical Co was relieved from the combat command.

6 The combat command contimued ite program of rehabilitation of personnel,
training of replacements snd maintemance of equipment. The command was
givem an area in which to serach search and recover all salvageable
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material, therein, Items to be recovered were all QM items, artillery
shell cases, small arms, gas cans, wire reels, ete. German ammunition
in original containers and US ammunition would be evacuated to the Dlv
ASP at IRRHAUSEN. Loose German ammunition to be reported to the Div
Ordnance Qfficer who would destroy it in place or evacuate it to an
area whers it could be safely destroyed. All salwageable items were
to be turned in to the Div Branch Supply office concdrned,

7 No Change

8 The division was relisved from theThird Army and attached to the Seventh
Arny effective this date, The CO & 5-3 CC "B" were notified to proceed
to Hy Seventh Army at LUNEVILLE, FRANCE, to meet the CO 6th Armd v,
and to meke arrangements and selection of asaembly areas for the units
of the combat commamd, prior to their movement to the south,

9 The eombet command was alerted to move anytime after OS800A to an assembly
area in the vlieinity of DIFUZE, FRANCE., A wnit commanders' mecting wase

held at 10004 to glve the units instructions on the move and to make all
final arrangements,

10 The combat command, composed of thei

86th Cav Ren Sq Mecxz
50th Armd Inf BEm
69th Tk Ba

Btry B 777th AAA Bn

marched from the vicinity ef NIEDER UTTFELD, GERMANY, et 1000k, The 86th
Cav Ren Sq Mecs, the first umit to march, reached the IP at DASBURG, GERMANY
at 10004, follewed by Hy & Hq Co CC "B", them the 50th Armd Inf Bn and the
69th Tk Bn, with Btry B 777th AAA Bn interspersed throughout the columm,

The 69th Tk Bn cleared the IP at 1335, The march was made through LUXEM-
BOURG CITY, south te THIONVILLE, METZ, scuth to PONT-A-MCOUSSCN and them east
to vicinity of DELME, FRANCE. CP CC "B" closed in DELME, FRANCE at 2130A.
The command marched 138 miles closing at 2350A.

11 The combat commsnd, in its new assembly area, continued its program of

rehabilitation of persemnel, training of replacements, maintenance of
vehicles and cleaning of weapons,

12 The commanding officer attended & meeting at Div Hdq at 0815A. At 1500A there
was & it commenders' meeting to make plsns for future operations. The
50th Armd Inf Bn and the 86th Cav Fem Sq Mecs were relieved from the combat
compand during the day. The new ecomposition of the combat command was as

followas
é0th Tk Bn
44th Armd Inf Ba
Co A 25th Armd Engr Bo v
Btry B 777th AfA Bn (-2 Sections)
Tr B 86th Cav Recn Sq Mecz
Co C 603d TP Bn
128th AFA Bn in direet support

13 The day was spent formulating plans for future operations.
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14 FO # /4, confirming previocusly is:ued oral orders, was issued during the day.
The plan of the combst cormsnd for the attack wvas as follows: The combat command,
on division order, would mocw to a fownrd assembly es area in the vicinity of
DEHLINGEN, FRANCE; pass through the 3d Infantry Divieion; attack to the north-
east and secure division Cbjectives 2 & 3, which were the towns of GRUNSTADT &
BADDURKHEIM, GERMANY, rdspectively, with part of the command until relieved;
contipne the attack %o the northemst to selze west bank of the RHINE RIVER

in gone and secure a bridgohead scross the river. The command was brokem down
into the following combet tesms, which were composed as follows:

CT 6 LT 44

9th Tk Bn (=) 44%h Armd Inf Bn (=)

Co A 44th Armd Inf Bn Co C 69th Tk BEn

1st Plat Co A 25th Armd Fngzr Fm o 3d Flat Co A 25th Armd Engr Bu
1st Flat Oo C 6034 T Bn 2 Plat Co C 6034 TD Bn

2 Secs Btry B 777th AAA Bn 2 Secs Btry B T77th AAA Ba
Ren Detachment - CT Ren D - OT |

Co D 69th Tk Pn (- Tr B Egth Cav Ren 3q Mees (=)
1 Plat Tr B 86th Cav Fcb So Mece 1 Plat Co D 69th Tk Bm

1 Ses Co C 603d Td Pn 1 Sec Co C 6034 TD Bn

Combat Commond Roserve

Co A 25th Armd FEngr Bn (-) v/
Btry B 77Tth AAL Bn (-)

Co C 603d TD Bn (-)

The plans for the combat teams were 28 followus: CT 69 would attack northeast
and secure division Objective 2 vith part of the command umtll relieved;

tlock eastern exits to the RAINE PLAIN; advance and selsze the west bank of the
RHINE; capture the bridge at WORMS} cross and secure a bridgehead.. CT 44 would
attack northeast prepared to mssist CT €9 in securing division Tbjective No. 2,
continue the attack to the scuth to sacure divislon Objective No 3 with part
of the command until relieved; continue atlack to the northeast and east to
seize thd weat henk of tha Fhine RIVER; capture the bridge at MANWHEIMW, cross
and secure a bridgehead, The 128th Armd FA Bn to be in direct suppert of

the combat command. The command wculd by-pass reslstance in order to secure
Ubjectives 2 & 3 with maxiwmm speed., The order of march to the forward assembly
area would be am followss CT 4, Hq & Hq Co CC "B", Btry B 777th AAA Ba (=),
Co C 603d TD En (), Co % 25th Armd Engr Bn (=) and CT 69, The IP to be at
MAIZIFRES LES VIC, A reconnalssancs of routes end forward assembly area wns
made by representatives from Combat Command "E" Headquarters, CT 44 and CT 69.

15 A unit commanders ' meeting was held at 02304 to discuss future operations
of the cormbat commend, The combat team's commanders established liaison with
regiments of the 3d Infantry Div through whel which they would pass. All units
of the Gorbat Command attended a Div Bown formation at 1430A at 0995342, at
which time a memorial wervice was held for those who had fallen since the last
bowl fermation; swardes were predented to several officers snd enlisted men of

the diviasion and the "Eig Plcture" of the fortheoming attack was diacussed by
the v Gommander.

16 The command continued its preparstion for Cuture operations, by its program
of rehabilitation of personnel, maintenence of vehicles and cleaning and test

firing of weapons. The commending officer attended a unit commanders' meeting
at Plv Headquarters at 1300A.
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17  Orders were received at 1630 A for movement of the combat commsnd to a
forward assembly srea, the leading elements to cerss the IP at DIEUZE
at 13090&-

18 Combat Command "B"™ marched from the vicinity of DEIME with the first
elements of the command erossing of the IP at DIEUZE at 0855., The
command cleared the IP at 1055A and by 1415A had closed in a forward
essembly area in the vieinity of DEHLINGEN. The following route was
teken by Hq Combat Command "B® DEIME « CHATEAU-SALINS « DUEUZE - FENETRANGE-
SARRE UNICN - DEHLINGEN, CP CC "EM closed in DEHLINGEN during the morning,

19 The commanding officer, CT commanders and separate company commsnders of

the combat command mede a reconmaiassance of routcs and forward mssemble
areae,

20 The combat command remained in sn asaembly area in the vieilnity ofDEHLINGEN,
ALSACE. At 1220A ordere were recelved from divielen for the combat command
to march in one colum from the assembly area. The command passed through
elements of the 34 Infantry Mv, split inte two columnsz at ZWEIRRUCKEN,
GERMANY, and attacked to the nertheast ageinst modsrate snemy resistance.
CT 69 had a fire &d fight at WE[SSEPHUBEL, approximately two miles north
of ZWEIBRUCKEN., By 1735A the CT resumed its march sfter destroying 2 AT
guns and capturing twe more. At 18154 the CT reached MORSBACH where it
captured three 155mm guns. At &8 19300 the CT passed through KASHOFEN
and by 21458 it had advanced to the vicinity of ROSENDOFF where it drew
considerable "Bazooka" fire. This oppoeition was reduced and the columm
continued to move to the northeast. The last element of CT 69, which was
fo A 69th Tk Bn, was cut off on the high ground about 1% km socuthwest of
MARTINSHONE, At this spot the enemy, from a well dug in pesition om the
hi11 top, opened up with AT, 20mm, machine gun and rifle firs on the tank
eompany, Hq CC "B" Btry B 777th AAAL Bu (=) Co C 6034 TD Bn (-) and Co A
25th Armd Engr Bn (=) which were halted alomg the road. Two hdf-tracke
and one 2% ton truck were knocked cut, making a very large fire, which
illuminsted the entlre hlll top, affording the ensmy excellent cbservation.
Thi= direct fire from AT ditches on either side of the road left tweo
cholees = to withdraw or defemnd, since bypassing was impossitle because of
the terrein, The elements on the road pulled off in a defilade position
and sstablished a defense for the night. CT 44 attacking to the northeast
en cemmand's right flank advanced ageinet light cnemy reslatance. At
(BER=-AVERPACH the CT was forced to by-pass a blown bridge., The bridge
by=passed, the CT advanced without interruption until it reached WINTERBACH
where a road block and AT guns halted the CT, temporarily,

21 The elements of the comand which had heen cut off in the vielnity of
MARTINSHOHE were subjected to intense small arms, direct AT fire, bazooka and
mortar fire throughout the entire night. The enemy's positiona wers only
about 150 yards from cur own and close contact was malntained throughout the
night, OCur force declded to attack at approximately 0630A the follewlng
porning, but immediately upon moving cut, a medium tank was knecked cut by
direct fire, so it was declided to reverse the route and go beck through
ROSENKOPF and KASHOFEN and tie in on the tall of Feserw Command in the vieinity
of WINTERBACH on the route of CT 44, This route was followed and theae elements
rejoined CT 69 in the assembly area in the vicinity of EFERT3REIM that night.

CT 69 reached LANDSTUHL early in the morning, then moved through RAMSTEIM,
RODENBACH, SIEGEIPACH, CTTERBACH, NEUDKEICHER to ENKENBACH, RONSER, EISENDERG,
to an assembly area in the vicinity of EBERFSHEIM, At 0930A the road black
and AT gune that had stopped CT 44 at WINTERBACH had been removed and the GT
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reached LARDSTUHL agminst weakenging ememy resistance. From LANDSTUHL
CT 44 moved to RAMSTEIM, southeaet to AUTOBAN te HEELEBACH, OTTERBACH,
CTTEABR RG, MEALINGE, ENKENBACH, RAMSEN te present assembly area in the
vieinity of EBERTSHEIM. CP CC "B" cleosed in the vicinity of the rail-
road station et EBERTSHEIM, Our losses for the two days' operationa were

ag followss

Persommels Enemy losses

K

MIA - 5 Kil1lcd (ust) = 200

WiA - 10 Pu's = 600 (Est)

HIA « 1 PW's Cleared thromch med channels = 34
AT Vehiemlar

1l = Hedlum Tank l -~ Panther Tank

2 = Iight Tanka 1 - B/T Pers Carrier

1 -« 2} Ton Trucke 2 = Assanlt Guns

1«7 tn truck 14 = AT Cuns

24 = hrtillery Pieces
300=Motor & Horse Drawm Vehlclas

22 The ecombat command remained in ita asrembly area in the vileinity of
LBERTSHEIM, GERMANY, prepared for future operations. Maintenance of
vehiclea, cleaning of weapone and rest of persemnel were stressed,

23 The divislon reverted from the comntrol of the XV Corps, Seventh Lrmy to
that of the XX Corps, Third Army.

24 The division was relicvwed {rom IX Corps and attached to the III Corps,
Third Army. At 10004, there was a unit commanders' mecting. All units
in the command were alerted to move anyiime after late afternoon. A%
1800A enother unit commanders! mesting was held and the followlng plan
for the combat command was announceds The command would begin its marech
to the morth at Midnight via ths following route: GOLLHEIM, TREISEH, MARHEIM,
KIACHHEIM, BOLANDER, ALZEY, UNDERHEIM to an assembly area in the vielnity
of DEXHEIM, The IF to be at the RJ at GOLLHEIM, Upon arrlval in the
gaszembly area CT 69 would pull off to the north side of the rosd =nd GT
44 to the south slde of ths road, at whish iime reservicing of vehicles
would take place. The combat eommand would eress the AHINE RIVER on the
north bridgze in ihe vielnlty of CFPENHAIM at approximately 0900A on the
morning of 25 March, pass tarcugh the 5th Infanty Div and operate in a
gone to the east towards HANAU and FHAMKFUAT and secure a crossing of the
MAIN RIVER. After erossing the MAIN RIVER, the command would expleit to
the north wo reach itz objective sast of GFLISEN, where eontack with the
First Army would be made. lach ¢ombat team comman er would be prepared to
bypass enemy reslstance and take any avallable road aleng the vay, in
order to reach 1ts objective as quickly as possible,

25 The eombat command moved shortly after mldnight to an assembly area in the
vieinity of DEXHEIM, refueled and began erossing the FHINE RI'ER in the
vicinity o UPPENHEIM at approximately C930A, passing through the 5th
Inf Div bridgshead. CI 69 made first contact with the enemy dug-in im
the vieinity of WALDORF, advanced northesst towards MORFELDEN sgsinst 1light
registance., CT 69 by-passed MORFELDUEN to the south to avoild artillery,
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emall arms and bazooka fire, It reached the vieinity (M622522) after having
been delayed for several hours by AT and heavy artillery and continued
attack northeast and at darkness moved into an assembly area 1# km socuth-
vest of LANGEN. It éontacted Combat Command "A™ on the left and elements
of the 90th Inf Div on the right. CT 44 followed the route of advance of

CT 69 to GROSS GERAU snd twrned east to K WIXHAUSEN, them north in the
direction of LANGEN and made contact with elements of the 90th Inf Div,

CC "B" CP closed in the woods about 2 km southwest of LANGEN,

gh‘l

The combat command continued 1ts attack to the northeast early on the
morning of the 26th. CT 44 moved out in eonjunetlion with the 359th Inf
Regiment, 90th Inf Civ and secured LANGEN. Later it captured SPRENDLINGEN,
Upon reaching the woods in the vicinity (M698597) the combat team was met
4@ by heavy AT gun fire, The combat team was brokem inte two task forces,
One force attacked along the SPRENDLINGEN-NEW ISENEERO ROAD coming back to
the main axis at (713635). The other force attacked mortheast on SPREN-
DLINGEN OFFENBACH. A reconnaisance force was dispatched to the east from
LANGEN by-passing resistance at GOTZENHAIN, thence to DIETZENBACH and
returning to main axis at (713635). The combat team moved quickly inte
OFFENBACH against light resistance reaching the MAIN RIVER at approximately
1530A. CT 69 moved from the bivouac area east of LANGEN, overran an enemy
battallion CP one mile from the area and contimmed on through GEHSFITZ,
encountering several ememy vehicles which were destroyed, contlmuing the
attachk moving Into positiom scuth of NIEDERRAD and pushing en th SACHSER-
HAUSEN with small combat teams. CC "B" CP was located in the vicinity
(m&60635), CT 50 was attached to the combat commapnd et 2030A., The ecmbat
team was composed as follows: 50th Armd Inf Bn (-2 Cos), one tank company
and one engineer platoen,

27 Patrols of CT 44 contacted the 359th Inf Regiment, S0th Inf Div in the
vicinity of PURGEL. The eombat team also sent patrole to recomnoliter the
south bank of the MAIN REIVER to OBERFAD. Roving patrols contimued to
patrol the streets of OFFENBACH, CT 69 remained in its assembly area
preparing for future operations. A force of the combat team, comsisting
of two platoons 69th Tk Bn, one platoon Tr D Bé6th Cav Rem Sq Mecs and onme
scction Co C 6033 TD Bn moved from the bridge sector to a rear assembly
area, The adwence CP CC "B" moved into OFFENBACH,

28 A unit commanders' meeting was held at 10154, The 128th AFK Bn was to sup-
port CT 44 and the 231st AFA Bn to support CT (9 and CT 50 in the erossing
of the MAIN RIVER and in the sttack to the north, The command displaced
from its asskmbly area in the vicinity of OFFENBACH and at 1320A commenced
crossing the MAIN RIVER in the vicinity of DORNIGHEIM over a bridge con-
structed by the 90th Div on night.-of 27-28. By 1427A CT 44, with the 128th
Armd FA Bn had croseed and were well on their way to secure their initial
obJective., CT €9 crossed directly behind CT 44, advanced to the northwest
to capture the high ground (i1l 201) and then in conjunction with CT 44
entered and secured the towns of BERGEN and ENKHEIM from the north, CT 50
advenced to the northwest from BISCHEFSHEIM acress comntry, entered the
town of VILBEL from the east and secured the bridge in the vicinity (719768)
intact, Having secured the bridge all elements crossed the NILDDER RIVER
and captured the towns of MASSENHEIM, CORTELWELL, NDR ESCHBACH and NTR
ERLENBACH, Upon reaching these positionae, all elements wento into thelir
respective assembly areas and prepared to advance te the north at dawm
the followlng day. The divislon was relieved froe the XII Corpos and
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attached to the XX Corps, Third Army. CP CC "B" closed in the vicinity
of DORTELWEIL.

29 OT 69 moved cut at 05301 and attacked to the morth. At 06054 it met
light enemy resistanck at OKARSEN, NIR WOLLSTADT and OBR WOLLSTADT., At O845A
CT 50 was in the vieinity of OCKSTADT. At 1000A CT 44, having advanced
rapidly to the north, entered WDR WELSEL., At 10154 CT 50 waas acvancing
along the Autobahn and had reached a point east of BUTZBACH, meeting
no opposition and advancing parallel to CT 15 of Comtat Command "A®, CT
50 in ite sadvance liberated 800 American FPW's from a GCerman PW enclosure
at AATTENROAD in tha vielnity 3788202;. The combat team closed in Ats
asgembly mrea in the vicinity (G789203) at 17204, CT 44 in 4its advance
met no organized resistance. The combat team lmocked ocut two AT guns in
the vicinity of BUTZRACH which were firing upon elements of Combat Com— ‘
mand "4"., CT 69 encountsrsd some heavy acticn in the vicinity of FRIEDBERG.
Mrect tank and artillery fire was laid upon the town and the place was
by-nagsed to the east and them the combat team entrred the toun from the
east., All elements of the command moved rapldly meeting little organized
resistance and captured meny PW's and vehiclea. A garrison of 800 men
surrendered and mmberous vehicles were ecaptured in FRIEDEERG. CT 69 moved
north meeting no resistance, but capturing many prisoners and vehicles
and moved into an assembly area in the vicinity of REISKERCHEN after
c¢learing the town of anproxima‘ely 700 FW's, A%t 21004 a wmit comrandera’
meeting was held to discuss the plan for the combat command for 30 Mareh,
The division to attack at 0600A 30 March to capture ALSFELD and KASSEL, a
distance of approximately 70 miles, The divikion would attack with combat
commands abreast, each combat command operating in at least two columms,
with Combat Command "B" en the right (SE) and moving on three routes in
its sone %o KASSEL., Combat Command "A" waa to take ALSFELD, with one com-
bat team from Combat Command "B" to be prepared to assist in the reduction
of the town in case it shovld be strongly defended. TR B 86th Cav Rem Sq
Meez was maa released from the combat command and Rem Co 603d TD Bn assigned
to the combat teams a2 follows: 1 plat assigned te CT 44, 1 plat assigned
to CT 69 and the compeny minus 2 platoons te CT 50. CT 44 would operate
on the south route, CT 69 on the north route and CT 50 in the center, The
128th Armd FA Bn would be in direct support of CT 44 and the 231st AFA Bn
(-1 BPtry) would be in direct suoport of CT 69, OUne battery 231st Armd
FA Bn was asaigned to CT 50. The 176th Armd FA Bn would be in general
support. All trains to be relessed to unite and would accompeny units on
this operation., CP CC "B" elosed in REISKERCHEN.

30 CT 69 resumed 1ts march at 0600A by a north route and met enemy reaistance
southwest of ALSFELD. It overran a regimental CP and destroyed two 105mj
Howitzera, by-passed = blown b¥ldge to the sast of ALSFELD and resumed the
route of march to OTTRAU where it met 1light machine gun and barocka fire.
The combat team 2leared the town and resumed its march with light scattered
registance and closed in an assembly area in the vielnlty of OBERATISHEIM,
CT 44 moved out on a sha south palc route and was followed by CT 50. The
command clesed in an assembly area in the vieinity (d238722). 2d Bn 261st
Inf. Begiment, 65th Inf Tiv was attached to the combat commsnd, The com-
position of the command was as follows:

69th Tk Bn
L4th Armd Inf P
50th Armd Inf Pn (=Cox A & )
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CP CC "B" closed in OBERBEISHEIM

A unit commanders' meeting was held at 09004, All umit commanders were

to push security reconnaissance because of the nearness of the enemy.

CT 44 would be sent to elear the weat hank of the FULDA RIVER in the
vicinity of HEINEBACH using the south route; CT 50 would elear the west
bank of the river and secure crossings in the vicinity of NEUMORSCHEN

end ALTOMORSCHEN; CT 69 to operate to the nerth and through ELFERSHAUSEN
and clear the west bank of the river in the vicinity of MALSFELD AND OBER-
MELSUNGEN. The plan for the combat command for 31 March was as follows:

A reconnsissance would be made across the FAULDA RIVER commencing at day-
light; continue pursult of the enmemy to an area east of MULHAUSEN com—
meneing at 1000A, crossing the FAULDA RIVER as far south as nececsary,
prepared to continue pursult to LEIPZIG. Co C 50th Armd Inf BEm was relieved
from CC "E" and reverted to En contrel and Tr B 86th Cav Rem Sq Mecz was
attached to CC "B". (T 69 moved out to secure OBERMELSUNGEN and river
crossings and encountered road block defended by bagzooka, small arms and
artillery fire, The road blocks and resistance were cleared and the com—
bat team moved into OBERMELSUNGEN and cleared it of the enemy, but the
bridge was blown before the combat team could reach it. CT 69 moved through
BEISEFCRTH and MALSFELD and cleared towns of enemy reslstance, small arms
and bagooka fire and found all the bridges blewn. River ecrossings were

made by the 261st Inf Regiment at 1900A and bridging operations were
started, CP CC "B" remained at OBERBEISHEIM,

Vital statietics during the above period were as follows:
a. OWN Casusltiess

(1) Personnel (2) Yehicular
KIA - 23 2 = Medium Tanks
WIA - 87 4 - Light tanks
MIA - 3 § = Half ~tracks

1 - Armd Ren Car
1l = Carriage M7 105 Howltgzer
1 - 23 ton truck
3 - 4 ton trucks

(1) Personnel
PW's = 7200 (5000 which were captured 29 March)
K1lled & wounded - Unknown

(2)
= MkIV Tanke 2 =20 mm AL Ghimns
1 - Half-Track Pers, Carrier 16 « AT Guns
l - Armd Car 2 = Assault Cune
26 - rtillery Plocos 390 = Various Type Vehiclos

c. 2069 Allies PW's released,
EMBHY D LAGREW

Lt. Colonel Cavalry
Commanding



HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND "R"
APO 256, U S ARMY

5 May 1945

SUBJECT: ‘ction Against the Enemy for the Period 1=30 April 1945
To t Commanding Oeneral, 6th Armored Division, APO 256

1. The following report is submitted of the action of Combat Command "B® against
the enemy for the peried 1«30 Ipril as required by AR 345-105, C3.

2, At the beginning of the month Combat Command "B"™ was preparing to cross the
FULDA RIVER in the vicinity of MALSFELD, GERMANY.

3. The composition of the combat command om 1 April 1945 was as follows:

§5.8873
§§§E
3
gt |
§

4+ Chronoclogical events for the month were as follows:
APRIL 1945

1 The combat command, consisting of three task forces; a north, center and south
column, was west of the FULDA RIVER preparing to cross. CT 44 started crossing
at 0940A in the vieinlty of MALSFELD, GERMANY, Good progress was made until
reaching ADELSHAUSEN where enemy infantry with bazockas slowed down the forward
elements, This realstance was reduced very quickly and the column proceeded
to the west edge of SPANGENBURG where the ememy wms dug in on both sides of
the road and yere reluctant te surrender, This opposition was reduced and upon
entering the towmn, the combat team flushed out many prisomers. After CT 44 had
cleared the bridge ef at MALSFELD, CT 50 began erossing and shifted generally
south and then to the east. The roads were very poor, thereby ecausing CT 50
to proceed very slowly. No enemy was met until CT 50 approached ALTMORSCHEN
vhers the action was brisk and oppositicn hastily reduced. CT 50 them pro=
ceeded to BERGHEIM, them generally northeast and closed in an assémbly area
just southeast of SPANGENBURG, During the river crossing the bridgehead was
supported by elements of CT 69. When CT 50 had cleared, CT 69 crossed the
river and marched to the vicinity of MORSHAUSEN without any enemy action
and closed in a security bivouac prepared for further operations, Tr B 86th
Cav Ren Sq Meoz screened the combat command's north flank during the day, ut
encountered very few enemy troops. CP of CCB located at SPARCENEURG.
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2 Effective this date the time changed from "A" time to "B" time. At O0700B
CT 69 moved from its assembly area at MORSHAUSEN, passed through SPARGENBURG
and advanced very rapidly overrunning an undefended rcad block near ROTT RODE
and continued without enemy reactiom until reaching WOFFELD, Scattered enemy
troops were dug-in along the route, but they were immediately cleaned ocut and
by 13008 the combat team had adwnced to FRANILERSHAUSEN, The roads were in
very poor condition and in order to advance rapidly the combat team kept
shifting to the northeast to -ecure better routes, A Radar statiom at HAUSCHN
was captured by CT 69. Upon reaching KLEINBALD, the bridge was found to be
blown,causing the combat team to sving further to x the northeast. CT 69
proceeded to TRANKAMMERBACK and them to BADSORDEN where 10 enemy tanks and 5P
Guns were located, Four enemy tanks were immediately knocked out. These
tanks had no escape rcute to the east and their ammihilation was accemplished
with east and without loss, In the meantime, at about 1500B some 25 PW 190's
attacked the column, bombad and straffed, and inflicted several casualtles,.
Four enemy aircraft were destroyed., The enemy apparently wvas jubllant over
discovering this cclumn and returned again at 1600B with 12 aircrafi, tat
no severe damage vas sustained, By 21008, CT 69 by aggressive action and
travelling in small combat teams, was on the west bank of *he WERRA RIVER,
probing and searching for crossings. CT 44 moved on the center route at
O700B, advanced to the east very rapidly until reaching WALDEAFPEL, where
it was discovered the town tc be lightly defended, Friendly aircraft made
a strike on the town und mccldently straffed the head of the columm, No
casualties wore suffered hy the combat team as a result of this action. The
enemy which vas dug-in in town was reduced and the advance centlmued to the
east. As the column began to move, 9 to 12 FW 190's made a strike on the
column, but no damage was done, The column met very light small arms fire
at H535845 and some AT fire at H560850, alsc some infantry which waes sup-
ported by an undertermined mumber of SP guns at H566847, The enemy action
was reduced and the combat team advanced to H5786 and found a brldge intact.
The combat team crossed the bridge and secured m bridgchead on the -ast side
of the river. CT 50 passed through SPANGENPURG, deviated from the maln axis
of advance and moved tc the southeast, By 12000 the toun of ELTMANNIEE had
been cleared and the combat team met its first enemy resistance at HA65795. The
roads to the east were reported as impassable by CT 50, thereby causing a slight
shift to the northeast. Ct 50 orossed the river at H538768 and made contact
with elemente of the 65th US Inf Div, operating on our south flank., Free

parations vere made to continue operations to the northeast at daylight ca 3
April., CP CCB cleosed at RISCHHAUSEN,

3 CT 69 started moving scuth at OB800B in order to cross the WERRA RIVER end to
get back on main amis of advance, CT AL woved eant at O700B and met a few
scattered enemy on route. This opposition was overeome and the combat team
continued its advance. CT 50 moved from its assembly area at 0845B. CT 44
poved about 2 km south of ESCHWEGE in order to bypass the city but were
fired upon by AT guns and SA from the vieinity of ESCHWEGE, No damage was
reported, Some small arms fire was received from the East but this opposition
was reduced. CT 44 met amal)) arms fire along all ecritical points but all this
was quickly reduced. By 1245B CT 44 had reached H6T0893 had reported bridge
blown north of town, In recomneitering fmam for crossings, the columm came
under direct tank fire from the north eside of the river in the vieinity of
HE670907. It was decided impracticable to lt‘n'_ﬂhl fire fight across the river
B L s o T =T S A R = I RIS Pt )

the eneny =o the combat team
vent into a temporary assembly area awalting orders. In the meantime, CT 6
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moved south and reconneitered for crossings. A bridge was found intact
at H5899]2 and the combat team crossed the river and immediately launched
an attack on ESCHWEGE., Light resistance was encountered and hy 1300B
the city was reported clear. An enamy hospital with 60 patients and an
alrport were captured, By 1055B CT 50 had advanced on the scuth route
approximately 10 to 12 kms against scattered opposition, making good
progress over poor roads, In the vicinity of H629826 approximately 150
British, French and Dutch priscmers were liberated hy CT 50, At 14458
the combat team captured a bridge intact at H780895 and immediately es-
tablished m bridgehead on the east bank. This bridge was prepared for
demolition by the enemy but by bold aggressive action on the part of the
combat team the enemy had mo time in which to destroy it. The capture of
this bridge afforded an excellent epportunity for qulck passage of the
entire combat command to the east. CT 44 reversed ita route lmsediately
and erossed behind CT 50 and was followed by CT 69. By 2100B the combat
command had erossed the river and had gome into an assembly area in the
vicinity of TREFFURT, CP CCB locsted at WEYERODE,

4 At O700B the combat command contimued the attack to the east, advaneing
on 3 routes with CT 50 and on the north route, CT 44 on the cemter route
end CT é9 on the south route. CT 44 was held up by basocka and dismounted
rifle men in the edge of the woeds approximately 3 kms west of OEERDOLA,
This acticn wans brisk and wvas readly overcome, Upon reaching the vicinity
of OBERDULA CT 44 was on its assigned objective with orders to go into a
defensive assembly area. CT 50 made good progress and was approximately
#cui 2 kma short of objective by 0900B., CT 69, on the scuth route, cleared
a road block in NAZ7A and contimued to its objective without oppositicon,
The objective just south of MULHAUSEN placed this combat command facing
east in three columns prepared for future acticn, However, ordera were
changed and the combat command was ordered to btlock the roads going west,
south and east from MULHAUSEN. CT 50 blocked the main road going west, also
the secondary roads golng southwest. CT 44 moved east faru UBERDULA and
NIZDERDOLA and cut the main road leading scutheast in the viminity of
SEEBACH, CT 69 moved scutheast thru KAMMENFORST, FLARCHEIM, GROSSENGOTTERN.
During its advance, man airport consisting of approximately 25 enemy aireraft
and hangers wvas fired upen. The combat team cut north severing the main
road running east from MULHAUSEN at KORNER, where it contactad CCA. The
combat team advanced east and by 2300B had captured SCHLOTHEIM where it
vent into an assembly area for the night. During this action CT L4 wmoved
thru NIEDERDCLA and pushed patrols to the north, By sending patrols to
the north and following them up in strength, the combat team was in the
ocutskirts of MULHAUSEN by 1800B. By 2000B elementa of CT 44 wers well
inside the clty and the remainder of the combat command had all escape
routes to the west, southwest, southeast and east blocked. CT 44 eon=-
tinued mopping up and by dawn the city was practically clear. Many rail-
road trains with tanks, guns end supplies were captured and guards were

Placed over all installaticns. Enemy opposition was light and many priscners
were taken,

5 The combat command prepared to move into an assembly area southeast of MULHAUSEN
prepared for future operaticns to the east. CP CC B moved teo S CHLOTHEIM,
During the day the 50th Inf Bn was attached to Reserve Command.

6 The command contimued patrolling in ite sone and prepared tc move to an assembly
area for refitting and for future operations to the east,
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S0B Co B 69th Tk Bn was ordered to EIGENRIEDEN prepared to atiack

e northwest under @ivision econtrel. At O830B CT 69 was ordered to
to the eastern exits of MULHAUSEN prepared to support other elements
division, The combat team reverted to division contrel at this

¢« CT 4L weverked at 1530B was alerted to assist the 86th Cav Rem

ct Af necessary., Reconnalssance was made of the routes for move-

to the recomnaissance area and lislson was established., At 1930B
CT 44 moved to the vicinity of SCHLOTHEIM and disposed to the south and
east of JCHLOTHEIM. At approximately 1700B the 86th Cav Rem Sq Mecz was

passed to ontrol of Combat Command "B", CC B CP moved to the towmn of
KORNER,

#

3
‘s

The combat command continued to hold within its sector and maintained contact
with Combat Command "A"™ on its right flank. At approximately O600B CT 44 was
attacked in the vicinity of MAROIT RODE by en estimated ememy force of one
infantry battalion, supported by ten tanks mnd/or SP gumns. After a heavy
fire fight, the attack vas repulsed and at 10008 the attackers withdrew

to the scutheast cmnly to be bombed and strafed by supporting aireraft,
Between TOBA and EBELEBEN dismounted infantry attempted to infiltrate the

lines of the 86th Cav Remn Sq Mecs, but all attempts to do so failed. CP
CC B remained in EORNER.

CT 44 contimued to hold its line., B86th Cav Rem Sq Mecs contimued its
reconnaissance screen on the division north flank end seized TOEA. Tr B

86th Cav Fen 3q Meez, reinforced with one platoon light tanks and one

plamtoon tank destroyers, prepared to protect the left (morth)flanli of the 76th
08 Inf Div's advance to Phase Line "I", starting from its present locationm.

The combat command prepared to move to an assembly area in ths vielnity of

THAMIBRUCK with the 86th Cav Rem Sq Mecz in an assembly area in the vicinity
(R9887). CP CC B remailned in KORNER,

86th Cav Ren 5q Meecs contacted elements of the 9th US Armored Div at ELGENRODE.
B6th Cav Ren 8q Mecs (=) was relieved of recommalssance and screening mission
in the First Army zcne at 1700B by elementa of the 9th US Armored Div and
69th Inf Div, The 86th Cav Rem 8q Mecs (=) moved to GROISENGOTTERN and
closed in an mssembly area at 1900B. Tr B 86th Cav Ren 3q Mees contimued
its recomnaissance screem on the nmorth flank of the 76th US Inf Div and
contacted reconnalssance elements of the 9th US Armd Plv and prepared to

be relieved by elements of the 34 US Cavalry Group. 86th Cav Fen Sq Mees

vas detached from Comtat Command "E". Elements of CT 69 under Div control
were relieved at 1000B and rejoined CT 69, The combat team then moved te

an assembly area in the vicinity of THAMSBRUCK closing in this area at 13298,
CP CC B opened at THAMSERUCK at 17008, At 2130B there was a unit commanders'
meeting and the following was the plan for 11 April; CT 69 to jump off at
Q0700B on the scuth route amd CT 44 on the north route. Combat teams were

to advance to the east in their zome and establish a bridgehead over the

ELEE RIVER about 100 miles distant, 1256th Armd FA Bn to be in direct support
of CT 44 and the 231st Armd FA Bn in direct suppert of CT 69 with the 176th
FA Gp in gen-ral support. The following was the composition of the command:

44th ‘rmd Inf Bn
69th Tk Ba

60338 ™ Ba

5th Armd Engr En
777th AAA Bn

588
ra
w p
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CT 69 moved out from THAMSBHUCK at 0700B, advanced te the east, pas-od
through the 304th Inf Regt, 76th U3 Inf Div, knocked cut cne SP gum

in the vieinity of BUTTSTADT, secured a road bridge at (J751860) across

the SAALE RIVER against small arms and bazocka fire. At 2200B one company
of medium tanks, one company of infantry and ome platoon of TD'®s were across
the river and remainder of the combat team was preparing to erces. The

town of DLEINAERSINGEN was cleared and the combat team closed in a security
bivouac. CT 44 moved out, met amall arms rssistance at FRONNDORF, marching
aleng a route parallel with CT 69, The combat team secured a bridge over
the SAALE RIVER in the viecinity of KOSEN, At 2200B most of the command

was aoross the river and the combat teams tled in for the night. CP CC B
closed in BERGSULA at 2045B.

CT 44 and CT 69 having erossed the SAALZ RIVER prior te 112400B consolidated
their bridgeheads and prepared to resume their advance to the east on the
morning of 12 April. The command, upon reorganising its forces, moved ocut
and by 1100B its leading elsments were at (JB05285), CT €9 on the right

flank received bagsocka and small arms fire at 1120P in the vieinity of MEYHEN
and CT 44 was in the process of clearing a road bleck in the vieinity (J805832),
The advance of both of these combat teams was delayed by small groups of enemy
who opposed them at every strategle peint with small arms and bazcoka fire,

By 1153B CT 69 had cleared MEYHEN and had resumed its advance. As CT 69
approached THEISSEN, a tremendous amount of AA fire was met. One armored
moblle AA train was destroyed at thie point, CT 69 bypassed ZEITE te the
north but ln so doing the column ran a gesuntlet of AA fire in the vicinity

of THEISSENX and sontinued northeast to the vieinity of QUEISAU where it

went into a securlty bivouac for the night. CP CC B closed In the towm of
QUEISAU. By 1125B CT 44 had cleared the road block opposing it and had re-
sumed its advance, AT 1215B CT 69 entered the town of BEUDITZ where it en-
countered dug-in enemy infantry. At 12498 CT 44 was at (JB855870) and CT 69
was at (J905846)., By 13108 CT 44 was preparing to enter PUNKEWITZ and at 1345B
had secured the bridge at (JB20879). At 1855B leeding elements of CT 4L were
at (K152950) and leading slemesnts of CT 69 wes-at—(J9058L6)~—BF wore at
(K031860), At 1900B CT 44 had secured a bridge intact et (E162948) snd it
continued on to AUDIOAST, It was during this period that the combat team
received & tremendous amount of AA fire from the vieinity of GROITZ3CH. The
combat team, upon reaching AUDIGAST, consolidated 1ts positions mnd prepared
to resume the offensive the following morning.

CT 44, having moved into an assembly area emst of the WEIISE RIVER, moved ocut
to the scutheast at 1100B, Ct 69 secured a crossing at O700B in the vielnity
(K145908), By 1100B the combat team was moving to the southeast against light
enemy resistance in all small towns., At KAFERHAIN a heavy fire fight was en-
eountered causing hesavy destruction to the town., By the end of the day the
combat team had advanced to the vielnity of HAGENEGE whers they comsolidated
positionas prepared to resume the offensive to the southeast the following
morning, Ct 44 in its advance to the southeast encountered heavy AAL fire
st (K180927). It was estimated that 24 105mm guns with hydraulic 1iftas

were in this area. This was confirmed later. An air strike and artillery
wvas placed on these gun positicns, The results of this was unknown., The
combat team planned to move southeast to an assembly area (K2291) during the
night) however, if the combatteam was unable to fellow this route, it was to
move to the scuthweat along the WELSSE RIVER and move into the assembly area
by fellewing CT é9's route, CP CC B loeated in LUCKA, CT 69 closed in the
vieinity of LUCEA at 1700B, CT 44 cleared its oppesition after dark and went
into a security bivouae for the night.
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CT 44 began wovement to the southeast at 0500B, and by 0900B had closed
in sssembly area northeast of LUCKA, tieing in with CT 69 on 1ts right
flank, Ct 69 moved out at 1000E snd met enemy bazockas and small arms
fire in LEMMA and sast nleng the highway to WINDESCHLEUBA, After clear-
ing this, the combat team continued east receiving 20mm basocka and
machine sum fire along the route to STCLL3PORF, Bazooka men infiltrated
back into the rear of the columm at WIFDESCHLEUBA, but they were cleared
out, CT 44 moved scutheast and then east, bypassing all heavy resistance
to reach the WICK FULDA RIVER in the vieinity of ROCHLITZ, The combat team
encounter«d pockets of heavy enemy fires in toums, \‘dvancea were bold and
aggressive, During the night a bridge in ROCHLITI was captured by CT Ad
against stubborn resistance. Infantry and tanks were sent across under

heavy AT fire. Sniper fire was received in ROCHLITZ all might., CP CC B
closed im 5 TOLL3DORF,

CT 44 cleared ROCHLITZ and secured a bildgehead to the east, Heavy AA
and basocka fire was emcountered together with some AT fire, CT 69, in
conjunetiocn with CT 44, crossed the MULDA RIVER and enlarged the bridge-
head. CP CC B located im ROCHLITZ.

CT €9 sent combat patrols to establish an cutpost line at 1500B and contact
wvas made with the 417th Inf Regiment, 76th U3 Inf. Piv. CT 44 continued
patrolling to the northeast and estatlished an sutpost line, The composition
of the combat command was as followm

A4th Armd Inf Bn
65th Tk Bn
Btry B 777th AAA Bn (=2 Secs)

Both CT 69 and CT 44 remained in eontact with the ensmy with CT €9 in the
vicinity of (K666851) and CT 44 in the viecinity of (K660881). The woods

in the viecinity of (K64E8) was cleared of ememy by CT 44 by 1230B., Elements
of the command mot in the front line positions continmesd their program of
rehatllitation and maintenance, CP CC B remained in ROCHLITZ,

Thae combat command contimued to hold within its sector and carried an active
patrolling. Contact was msintalned with Combat Command "A" and the 86th
Cav Fen Sq Mecz, The combat command was prepared to take over the Div rear
ares west to the SALLE RIVER in order to maintal law and order upen relief
by Reserve Command on 19 April in place on the fromt line. The composition
of the command for policing the rear area would be as follews:

69th Tk Bn
86th Cav Ron 5o Meos
603d T Bn

The divlsion pasaed from econtrol of the XX Corps to VIII Corps at 12008,

The combat command was relieved by Reserve Command on the frent line at 07008
and moved to the Iiv rear area to maintain law and order., CP CC B moved to
ZEITZ during the morning. The 86th Cav Ren Sq Mees had the general area
around OST/RFELD; the 6034 TD Bn (SP) moved to the viecinity of ZEITZ and the
69th Tk Bn moved to the gemeral arsa around ALTENBURG,
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20 The combat command contimued to maintain law and order iy the v rear
area west to the SAALE RIVER., The command carried on with its program

of rehabllitation mnd refitting. A squad from the 25th Armd Engr Bn
vas sttached to the command for demolition work.

21 CC B was relieved of governmental responsibility by the 11th Armed Croup.
22 The VIII Corps, of whieh the 6th irmd Div is a part, passed to conteol

of the First US Army at 12008, The command ccontimied meintaining law and order
and its refitting and rehabilitaticn program,

:‘3 HOQMH‘-

24, All elements of the combat command made preparations for relief by elerents
of the 7th Tank Destroyer Group.

75 The combat comrand was relleved of its responsibllity for the sector from the
v rear boundary west to the SAALE RIVER by elemen's of the 7th Tank De-
stroyer Oroup, The command continued its maintenance program. At 0900B the
86th Cav Ron So Mecs moved to its assigned area southeast of ALT-NBURG.

CP CC B moved to the city of ALTUNBURG during the afterncon.

26 Ko change.
27 No change.

28 The command remained in an assembly area and maintained law and order in
assigned sector,

29 At 1500B CC P held a review at the ALTENBURG airpert, during which time a
representatl e of the French Govermment presented decorations to various
officers and men of the Div.

Troops standing review were: B6th Cav Ren Su Mees, 69th Tk Bn and Hg Co CC B.
30 Mo change.
5 Vital statistics during the above perlod were as follows:

&, Own casualtiess

1) Persompel (2) v
EIA = 40 - um Tank
WIA - 105 3 « Light Tanka
MIA ~ 18 3 = Halfwtrackns
5 = 24 ton Trucks
3 = f=ton C&R

T = Traillers, Carge
4 ~ Trallers, Ammunition
b, [Enemy casuslties: (2) fnemy Ecuipment, Captured or Destroyed
(1) hm&&bo Several trainloads of enemy ecuipment,
Mg = military VOlkswagens, 88mm guns, radio
Killed & wounded - Unknown e-ulpment; also several warehouses: Food
Huor, clothing, sigmal supplies, Alrpoert
(40 planes); also an undertermined mumber
of vehicles
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c. 4000 Allied PW's liberated.
8000 Allied PW's ewacuated by the Command while it wase opersting in
the Mv, rear area maintaining law and order.

6, General Comment:

(1) Hot since the days of AVRANCHLS has enemy aircraft been so active
and up in stgength, However with the exceptiom of one severe bombing,
all planes epproached with caution and apparently were om recomnnaissance.
One very noticeable highlight in connecticn with enemy air after
crossing the RHINE RIVER was that enemy aircraft pald their usual
vislt each morning bright and early as cur columns started moving.

They were alwuays mel with a hot reception of flak.

(2) After moving to the rear area to establish law snd order in towns and
cities, 1t is significant to mote the zivilian reaction to ocur oecoupying
theirtowuns, WNo serlous trouble has Jeveloped with the GERMAN civilian
population., Some minor disturbances by slave laborers have beem
stopped. QOeneral business and mamufacturing installations have re=-
sumed operation. Farming and agricultural industries continued to
produce, Hallroads are in operations insefar as railread lines permit
transit. City officials and policemen’ are functioning under the supere
vieion of the Allied Military Govt. Coal mines, electrie plants and
city wvater plants are functicning. No outbreaks of disecase have been
reported. There 1z sufficient food und clothes for the civilian
populaticn.

EMBRY D LAGREW
Lt Col Cavalry
Commanding
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